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Hp S PS2h different judgement from that ! 
IGESED) Ge | way, have nor all this whilebeld | 
: NEA Mle forth wato ws what difcipline 
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we NN they zntend;nor yet have pornted 
ws to any Platforme fetled tz 
adjacent Kingdoms ; but rather 
have lured off our eye, with 4ntt- 
| mations that they zntend (ome, 
variation : yet bow many, how long , have even dulled our. 
eres with * expoftulations for 2 fuller declaration-of * So that | 
our {elves ? Whole bands ( they know) ave much bound ups pha F 
and our fingle felves tz an imcapacttie to be reprefentateve valli catia 
of others. The unwillingneffe of Licencers to Licence our v0 convit.o nl 
tratts,and the earneft endeavours of fome,tomove comp laints : hea "Oued 
againft two or three of our moft moderate books , that with ti.ho.1, | 
bard travel gat a convoy of Licences, to cut through:the : 
Preffes, are mot damb witnelfes bow much our way 1 barred, | 
and our hands tyed fort. * And for Plaintiffs to burne re= “whites way cd 
cords, orto lock up records, and then to importane the De- koa 
fendents toproduce thofe records, are two things that can- beyond Ly- 
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The Epiftle tothe Reader. 
not tn our apprebenfion be fatd to hold no analogie.Yet with 
much (weat,and wiles,fome meffengers bave got through that 

Court of Guard, to. anticipate, or fatesfie ( sf st might be) 
thofe clamourers for a larger Narration, «gs 

"2, The 32. Quepions, or Charch-government, and 
Church-Covenant, dove by fome Elders-of N.E.. ites 

havebad ; with (econds of frequent zntimattons , that wee 


hold withthe Charche8ot New Efblangf 

2. The Apologeticall Narration they have bad, with 
our generall approbatton of tte = eMart: 

3. 44: Cotton of the Keys of the Kingdome of hea- 
ven they have had , with our Brethrens Eps(tle ro zt, bow 
farre they\approve its Cyauiy A. Pas e220 ses S47 
’ 4. The Reafons of the diffénting Brethren’ are #2 
Print. Low | geg7y Veeviel 

5. weehave been enformed that thofe our Brethren for. 
merly have tendered themfelues, that tn cafe they, might be 
put iztoa Committee,or /zke meet poftare for fuch a-work, 
they would bring inthe whole frame of their judgements tn 
a body, with. ther groundsandvealons.. ex bas . 9 
6. That now very litelysthey.gaue in [even Propoptions 
tobe difcuf[ed, with promifeof more. But nexther of them 
was debated. which mee, alledge rather to, vindicate. our, 
particular charge, then to blame, men whofe reafons, wee, 
_ know nob. Maw EA Kt E's) slog)) ayo bas 

7: With much adveweebave prefeated youmith a fuller, 
declaration of all our way,aecording to the Scriptures, 
in this learned, yet modeftTreatefeof Tun Way Or Tne 
Cuurcues Or ‘Curist IN Nevw-ENGgi ann, C6.) 
Written and fent overby M'. Cotton. e474 wee doe 

“inthis Epiftleccertifie our affent thereunto, faving that wee 
coe not yet fully clofe with fome expressions paflim 22 the 
Book, before (ome of which meemindedat tanote. a * 1m the 
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| The Bpiftle t6 the Reader! 
Ahar gine: This we could nor but fayand doe pace tant? au. 
thoris on weevould not alert thé Booke.' If ult thipes th 
this. Trentefe, vs: now printed’; doe not anfwer puntiartly 
word {on word,to(rbenfirft written Copie, 18? the reverend 
Authour, andthe candid Reader pardon ws, becaufe wee 
had-not.the fairefCop te; nor ktew wee, till the Book was 
meen, doney that: therecwas a berterto'be bad, nor tothxrday 
gages far roils) \o\ Ver Sst sod 10 Chavseda | ANIM 
» Therefore wee'mere forcedsto fife with this 5 (0 asto kéep 
the miied of the Aithour, make it ‘conftare fibi, and by a7 
interpretative leave x bis abfence, nob onely to doe 48 wee. 
(wee are confident ) if he bad been ix our cafe, or prefent 
eres... TM ObO!? HAridgh MOIS’ 39H 
-Reeafhany fhould imagine, that everything in the Keyes 
doth zor fit all the wards in this Treati[é to an bitire, wee 
will bere infert M:, Cottons ows words; in’ bis Lettér 
coming from him in New-England to our hands in'the ve- 
vy nick of time, whrles this Epift le lay-ander the prel[és. viz. 
<ifyouthink the Draught of ‘ChurcH-Drs¢jri ine, . 
“<whichwasfent over in your Ship, varieth from that 
‘ofthe Povven Or THe Kexes, fent over'the yeare 
“after ; you may have fome occafion fo to conceive 
“from fome difference of exprefion in: Egefe str 
 TERMES,. butnotia jote gn! any. Do CTRINE OF DE 
* viniTEE, or CuurcH Practise. Soave. Corton iz 


be Letter todd. ReMe ooivoo: ple {AGT Sif 
: DivenfeObjetteons formerly lard again? the Printing 
of this:Book (to the fadding of the Autbour.y Some where-° 
of are hbin: anfwered shy the late {eafon of printing it. 
Others, éytheneceflitie of them, that confcientiony and - 
candidly ery out forsinformation. Orhers, by the fore- 
printing fa Keyes ro open he ful inde ana wt 

e bikes 


ro 2a 1 eae ieee Ym aX, ‘ “ et al 
a eS Fil ne 5 : ‘ 
2 + PES Hinson 


a, 


= : 7 : "ae pane ” 
ee a tive eae = — > a gbaiieeinaaaie —— 
“e- .y pa % 
¥ : to 4, AS @ 
Gs wow al AE wes - : a 


Sphere of the Authours judgement in this. Others, by that 
putting forth in print of ax anfwer to this Book, befoye 
this mas mid-wtfed by the Preffe into the world, eHif 
reafon..therefore ( now st can (peake) thasat bowls 
an{mer for zt felfe. Vrash os Py 

Wee hope wee have fatisfied the minde of the Authowp 
as well.as our omnes and of others:too, ofthe other judaes 


:% 
Pe 


ment ; efpectally of thofe that call for fuller Declaratie 


ons. The Lord root out of all our bearts the fpirit of 
contradiGion ; that wee call not for Books , with apes 
Solution, rather to.contute them (as wee: imagine) then. 
to. throw:\dewne our felves humbly under ‘the “power 
of truth. | ts oth s3%e ) 
Wee ave now fighting Modo militari, for reformati= 
07, s,let,us not therefore fight againtt zt mdre ecclefia- 
ftico.. with bow-much gravttee 5 folzdrtze. umd imodeftie, 
bave cM. Cotton, the Apologifts, rhe Authours Ff 
32- Quefttons, or Church Covenant, «zd other enilde 
and judicious Authours written in. our caufes But with: 
~what a different Spiret bave :the adverfe payt veplyed » 
as tf perfonall nvettseves, and imbittring a file, mere’ 
Gods way. of bettering a caufe, or battering an opt 
gion ¢ : ? 
Here ws a Booke fo grave, and folid, that: st cannot’ 

be juftly defpsfed by ingenuous learned men.. So full of 
neceflary.cafes and truths, shat it canzot but be defired’ 


of thofe that would be knowing men. e4zd fo milde! 


and gentle, that st cannot but be cauflefly quarrelled, if 
quarrelled by»Cholerick. men. Had wee not been pers 
{waded, that it would prove a\welcome Tra on all hands 
for the reafons afore-intimated , wee could with our én. 
joyment of the written Copie, well have faved this great 


trauell. If it fall out otbermife, as it bath with deverfe: 


, of 


The Epiftle to the Reader. | 


of the like nature ; Goldew Lavers, or Veffels made 
Common-{bores and receptacles to be filled with all fil- 
thy contempt ; wee fhall then clearly and fully decerne 
mens [pirits, and defcry thesr intents tn challenging us 


a 


for larger Narrations ; and {hall beware for time tocome, 


how wee anger them with kindueffes. But tf this be can- 
didly entertained of them, then have they encouraged us 


in due time to impart (if God: permit ) a fuller Treatsfe 
of the fame fubjet, with amplior demonftratious, by joynt: 
confent of the Churches of Old and New-England : azd- 
meane while, they have abundantly recompenced the la-. 
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bour of love, of thesrs tu the Lord. 
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was onc,,) Beleevers profeffing that faith on Chrift, whereon (as 


Way of the Churches of Chritt | 
in NEW-ENGLAXD, 
Meafured by the Golden Reed 


of th SANCTUARY: | 
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CHharerer I. | 
The Order of gathering difperfed Chriftians ento a Charch, 
ProrosiTiont  Secrionl. | 


r= Hat the Church which Chrift in his | 
<5.) Gofpell hath iriftieuted, anid to which he hath | 
<w) ¥). committed the keys of his kingdom,the power | 
2&4 of binding and loofing, the tables and feales 
2-2), of the Covenant, the Officers and cenfures of | 
2 | his Church, theadminiftration of all his pub- | 
===" lick Worlhip and Ordinances, is, Cetus fidels- | 
| 

| 


um, a Communion of Saints, a Combination of faithfull godly 
men, meeting for that end, by common and joynt confent, into ) 
one Congregation ; which is commonly called a particular viftble q 
Church. For the Church to the which Chrift committed the power : 
of binding and loofing, was a company of fach Cas whereof Peter | 


on a rock ) the Church is built, A4at. 16.'18, 19. and fuch as unto | 

whom Peter, or any brother offended,might(in due order) tell the 

offence which any brother had given him, & perlifted in, 41.1 8. 
. B 


17° 


“The order of gathering dfper|ed Chriftians Chap. x. 


17. And the Church of Corinth,to which the Apoftle commendeth 


thecafting out of the Inceftuous Corinthian, ( 1 Cor. 5.) was fuch a 


Church, of which the Apoftle faith , They were Saints by caling, 
funttified by Fefus Chrift, 1Cor.1.2.and all of them, even the whole 


Church, did meet together every Lords day, in oneplace, forthe - 


Adminiftration ofthe holy Ordinances of God , to publick Edifi- 
cation, 1 Cor. 14.23. @ 16.1.2. Which frequent meeting every 


- Lords day in one place, to fuch ends, cannot poflibly be compati- 


ble to any Diocefan, Provinciall, or Nationall Affembly. 


PROPOS. 2. | 
Ic is the part of all Chriftians,who look for falvation by Chrift 


Jefius, to joyn themfelves(if God give them opportunitie) to fome 


one or other fuch a particular vifible Church of Chrift;for of fuch 
a Charch as continued in fuch Church-fellowfhip (Ad, 2. 42.) 
it is written, he Lord added to the Church daily fuch as {hould be faved, 
Ad. 2.47. And feeing there isno holy Ordinance of Chriit , but 
every Chriftian ftandeth in need thereof for his {pirituall edificati~ 
on in holy fellowfhip with Chrift Jefus, Cor elfe Chrift ordained 


them in vaine ) and feeing withall Chrift hath committed all his: 


publick holy Ordinances to his Church, it will be needfull:for eve- 
ry good Chriftian, to whom God giveth opportunitie, to joyne 
himfelfe to fome one or other Church of Chrift , that fo he may 
not deprive himéfelfe of the benefit and comfort of any of Gods 
holy Ordinances. 


PROPOS: 3: | 
For the joyning of faithfull Chriftians into the fellowfhip and 


-eftate of a Church, we finde not in Scripture that God hath done. 


it any other way then by entering all of them together, ( asone 
man_) into an holy Covenant with hinelfe, To takethe Lord (as 
the head of his Church) for their God, and.to give up themfelyes 
to him, to be his Churchand people; which implyeth their fub- 
mitting of themfelves to him, and one to another in his feare; and 
their walking in profefled fubjeétion to all his holy Ordinances: 
their cleaving one to another, as fellow-members of the fame bo- 
dy, in brotherly loveand holy watchfulnefle unto mutuall edifica - 
tion in Chrift Jefus : For thus the Lord accepted and eras A- 
; : brahams 
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into a Church, 
brabams family into Church eftate, by receiving them and their 
»children into fuch a Covenant with himfelfe, though in generall, - | 
termes, yet fuch as imply the fubftance both of Chriftians and, 
Church duties, Gen.17.7. And after that when the pofteritic of 4- 
brabam had violated this Covenant in Aigypt, the Lord againe 
madé another Covenant with them, whereby-he took them to be. 
a pectiliar people unto himfelfe in the Wildernefle and Mount of 
: Sinai, Exod. 19. 1.5. Whence they were called the Church in the 
Wilderneffe, A&t.7.38. And by reafon of this Covenant, God cal- 
leth' the whole body ofthat people as his owne Spoufe ; J extered 
(faith he, {peaking ofthat time) éto 2 Covenant with thee, and thou 
becameft mine, Ezek. 16.8. Moreover; the next generation after 
‘them, he eftablifhed them’to be his Church and people,by entring 
them againe into a Covenant, according to the Covenant made 
with Abraham, Ifaacyand Facob, Deut. 29. 10. to 13. By vertue of 
which Covenant, as well as by the former, they were joyned, not 
onely to the Lord, and ‘to the Officers ( the Prieftsand Levites ) 
which he had given them, Dewt.12.19. but alfo to mutuall watch- 
falnefle over one another, Levit. 19.17. Deut. 29. 18. In fo much 
that through their neglect thereof, the finne of one Achan,was the 
finne of all I/rael, Jofh. 7.11. 

Which kinde of Covenanting with God,we finde diverfly tran- 
flated in Scripture, and every way fufficient for the conftituting of 
a godly fociety or’company to become a Church unto God: 
Sometimes God, or his Meffengers in his ftead, propoundeth and 
giveth a Covenant unto a people, arid they acceptit, though not 
in'‘exprefle words, yet by filent confent, Gex. 17.7. Deut. 29. 10.to 
the end of Chap. 30. ‘Sometimes the people declare their confent, 
and reftipulation by éxprefle words, Exod. 19.8. Dent. 5.27. and 
Fofb. 24. 165175 18. 215 22,24, 25. Sometimes they -writing and 
fealing, Neb. 9. 38. In all which Covenants, fometimes they make 
noexprefle termes of cleaving to their brethren, but onely in gene- 
rall termes fubmitting themfelvés to every Ordinance and Coye- 
nant of God, ( as in the places alledged) fometimes they exprefly 
declare their ftedfaft cleaving to their Brethren alfo, and to their 
Officers, Neh. 10.28, 29.8 ver. 35. totheend the reft of the people 
every one might have knowledge they cleave to their Brethren, 
and entred into an’ Oath, &c. “In fome we account it all one, and 
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of like value, when a Covenant of God is propounded and given 


on Gods part toa people,whether they receive it by filent confent, = 


or by exprefle termes, either by word of mouth,or by writing and 
feale, and whether their cleaving to their Brethren and Officers, 
and mutual!’ watchfulneffe over one another, be exprefly mentio- 
ned, or included onely in their generall profeffion of fubje&tion to 
all Gods holy Ordinances and Covenant ;F or we fee itevident by 
comparing the former Scriptures, that by any one. of thefe wayes 
a people is received and eftablifhed to be a peculiar people and 
Church unto the Lord,and each of them'lay hold of the fame {pi- 
rituall priviledges,and hold forth the fame holy duties. | 
Neither is there any colour to conceive this way of entring into 


Church eftate by Covenant,to be peculiar to the Pedagogy of the | 
old Teftament ; for itis evident by the light of nature, that all ci- 


vill Relations are founded in Covenant. For, to pafle by naturall 
Relations between Parents and Children, and violent Relations 
between Conquerours and Captives; there is no other way given 
whereby a people ( {ui Furis ) free from naturall and compulfory 
engagements, can be united or combined together into one vilible 
body, to ftand by mutuall Relation, fellow-members of the fame 
body, but onely by mutual! Covenant; as appeareth between huf- 
band and wife in the family, Magiftrates and fubje&s in the Com-~ 
mon-wealth, fellow Citizens in the fame Citie : and therefore in 
che New Teftament, when a people whom the Apoftles by their 


miniftery had converted, were to be gathered by them into a_ 


Church eftate, what did the Apoftles elfe but combine them into 
ne body,as one chafte Virgin and Spoufe unto Chrift ? 2 Cor.11. 


2. And how could that (not univerfall, but particular) Church of — 


Corinth be offered up in one body , not as many Spoutes, as all 
the particular members of that Church were by their converfion, 
but as one Spoufe unto Chrift,but onely by joyning all together in 
one Covenant, or Efpoufage, to worfhip the Lord Jefus, accord- 
ing t0 all the Ordinances of his houfe ? . 


PROPOS. 4- 


We conceive it cannot feeme unreafonable that in the fame way 
by which particular godly perfons doe enter into the fellowlhip of 
che Libertie of thofe holy Ordinances. which Chrift hath appro: 

priate 
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The order of gathering difperfed Chriftians Chap.1. 


into a Church. 
priated to his Church;in the fame way it were meet that‘an whole 
“company of Chriftians fhould enter into Church eftate ; for in 
entring of them into Church eftate,the Lord calleth as well whole 
_ companies, as particular perfons, to enjoy the like liberty of all 
his holy Ordinances; the enjoyment oflike libertie requireth pre- 
paration thereunto by the like dutie. Inthe times of Fohx the Bap- 
sift, fach as were received into Baprifme, they did firft make con- 
fellion of their finnes, and therewith of their repentance, and of 
their faith alfo in him who wastocome after him, AZztth. 3. 6. 
Af. 19: 45 §- And in the times of the Apoftles , Philip received the 
Eunuch unto Baptifme, not untill he had made profeflion of his 
Faith in Chrift Jefus, Aéts 8. 37. But now for as much as wee all 
- who ate borne in Chriftian Churches, are baptized in our infan- 
cy, and fuch as are baptized infants,are not admitted to the Lords 
Table in well ordered Churches, till they have approved, and in 
their own peifons publickly confirmed that proteflion of repen- 
tance and faith; which their parents, or others in their ftead pro- 
felled, and promifed for them at their Baptifme; it cannot be 
thought unreafonable, that {uch a company of godly Chriftians, 
having been baptized infants, fhould now make the like profeflion 
of their repentance, before'they are admitted into Church eftate; 
which others made in the Primitive times before Baptilme,and all 
growne up to ripe yeares are wont publickly to make, ( or atleatt 
ought to make’) before their admittance to the Lords Supper. Be- 
fides when upon Peters confeflion of his faich in Chrift Tefus, 
Chrift faid chat upon that rock,, or foundation, he would build 
his Church, 14at.16. 16. 18. doth he not plainly hold forth, that 
every Chriftian Church is founded, as on Chritt 5 fo on Chriftin 
this way,to wit, on Chrift believed on by faich,and that faith pub- 
lickly confeffed before God and men ? 


PROPOSe 5: 


To the erefting of a Church, as the prefence of Chrift is ne- 
ceffary for the acceptance of it, fo the prefence of neighbouring 

_ Churches and Brethren, is requifite to cry, Grace, Grace unto it; 
For if Davids advertifement be (as it is) neceflary, and of impor- 
tant weight, Except the Lord build the houje, they labour in vaine that 
_ build it, Pfal.127. 1.howmuch more importantisit that aaa oie 
who’ 


) ig The order of gathering difper[ed Chriftians “Chap. 


( who alone buildeth his own. Ferufalem, Plal. 147-2.) be fought © 
unto with unfeigned humiliation and fervent prayer, for his pre- » 
fence with his people, and acceptance of them in fuch a worke; 
andit che Apoftle Paz! thought it requifite to. communicate with 
the Apottles at ferufalem about his Apoftolicall doctrine, and pros 
ceedings, partly to prevent fufpition of diffent between him-and 
them, left by any meanes he thould run in vaine 3 partly to hold 
forts mutuall communion with them 4 in giving and taking the 
vight band of fellowfbip,Gal.2.2. 9. How much more requifite will 
it be, for fuch as. goe about to gather together {Cattered Chriftians 
into.a Church eftate, to communicate with the Elders and Bre= 
threnof other Churches, craving their prefence, and countellj and 
communion in fogreat a work ? And feeing Chriftian Magiftrates © 
being alfo Brethren and members of Churches, are called of God 
to be Nurfing Fathers unto the Church, Iz. 49.23. it cannot but 
encourage them to take the more {peciall notice and care of every 
Church; and to provide and a‘ligne convenient allotments of land. 

_ for the maintenance of each of them, when in times of peace they 
are made acquainted with the perfons and proceedings of {uch as 
gather into Church-fellowthip , under the wing of their Govern- 
ment: And yet feeing the kingdome of Chrift is not of this world, 
nor regulated by the wifdome of this world’, wee doe not doubt 
but that a Church may be clearly gathered, and rightly ordered, 
though they want opportunitie, or omit to acquaint the Magi- 
ftrates with their proceedings, efpecially when’ Magiftrates are 
not acquainted with the Lawes of Chrifts kingdome. . 


Noe then to apply all thefePropofitions to our prefent order 
and practice, in the gathering of a Church ; thus it is, when 
many Chriftiaris are come over into thefe parts, they defire to 
“joyne themfelves unto fome ‘Church “or other’, according to the 
fecond Propofition ; profefling that ‘it was ‘the prificipall end>of 
their comming;-to enjoy the’ prefence of the Lord in the libertie 
and puritie of his Ordinances:And if the company of fach.as come 
together, be fo well knowne oneto another, that they areloath to 
part company, and yet fo great that they cannot well joynein any 
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into a Church. 


one Church already eftablifhed, without too much impeachment 


of their outward eftate and livelihood, the chicfeft part of the 
lands belonging to each Church, being prepoflelled by others be- 
fore them,they then take that courfe which other companies took 
before them , they confider of entring into a Church eftate and 
fellow(hip amongit themfelyes : And for that end, firft commend- 
ing themfelves to the Lord, they enquire out fome one or other of 
Eminent gifts, utvally fch as have been Preachers of good efteeme 
in England, who may guide and goe along with them in fo great 
an Adtion , andif God {ee good, may afterwards be called to 
place and Office amongit them And then fuch whofe hearts God 
toucheth to goe along with them in this worke , they often meet 
together about the things of God, and performe fome duties of 
Prayer and fpirituall conference together, till a fufficient compa- 
ny of them be well fatisfied in the {pirituall good eftate of one 
another, and fo have approved themfelves to. one anothers con- 
{ciences in the fight of God. as living ftones fitto-be laid in the 
Lords fpirituall Temple , which is his Church , according to the 
firft Propofition. 

Now becaufe ( through the grace of Chrift ) our Chriftian Ma- 
giftrates are nuriing Fathers to the Church, and the Churches al- 
ready eftablithed, are carried not onely with a pious defire to en- 
large the kingdome of Chrift,but alfo with brotherly love to fuch 
as intend fo good a worke; thofe Chriftians therefore that defire 
to enter into Church-fellowfhip together, doe acquaint the Go- 
vernour, and fome of the neereft-Magiftrates , and thofe Chur- 
ches which are next adjoyning to them, with their intentions to 
enter into Church-fellowthip,and crave the prefence of {ome from 
amongi{t them (at the day appointed , fome few weeks after) to 
helpe them with their prayers, and with their counfell, ¢ if need 
fhould be ) in fo weightie a bufineffe, as being themfclves for the 
mott part leffe experienced in the wayes of Chrifts Kingdome, 
then thofe who have gone before themin fuch a worke; as alfo 
defiring to approve themfelves and their courfe,to the conf{ciences 
of the Brethren of other Churches, that they may more freely 
give them the right hand of fellowfhip, and {fo receive then: to all 
Brotherly communion in the Lord, amongft the reft of the Chur- 
ches; and this agreeth with the laft part of the fift BeARONH: 


| 


i 
i 


| 
1 
{ 
| 


eT 
ail 
i || 
H | 
i) 


i: The order of gathering di{perfed Chrifteans Chap. I. 
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So when the day appointed for the Church-gathering is come, 
the perfons deputed from the neighbouring Churches are prefent, 
(who commonly be the teaching and ruling Elders )and as many 
alfo of all forts as are willing to partake with them at that time, ~ 
the whole day is kept as a day of humiliation, efpecially the for- 


mer part of it, in feeking the face of God in prayer, and preaching 


the Word, (according to the former part of the fift Propofition ) 
the Brethren of the Church to be gathered, teleCting fome chiefe 
one among themfelves to be their mouth for thofe fervices: which 
done, then on the latter part of the day, one of them appointed 
and chofen by themfelves to order the worke of the day, ftandeth 
up and addreffeth himfelfe, with the reft of his Brethren, to make 
profeffion of their faich,. and repentance, before the Lord, and ~ 
before the whole Affembly ; according to the fourth Propofi- 
tion. 

This done with the filent approbation of the whole Aflembly, 
he propoundeth the Covenant of promife, Eph. 2.12. denying al- 
fo any fufficiency in themfelves to keepe Covenant with God, (as 
having been tranfgreffors from their youth up) they profefle in the 
name of Chrift their acceptance of the Lord for their God, and 


~ the Lord Jefus ( the head and Saviour of his Church ) to be their 


King, Prieft, and Prophet ; and give up themifelves in profefled 
fabjetion unto all his holy Ordinances , according to the Rules 
of the Gofpel ; withall they profeffe their full purpofe of heart; 
to cleave one to another in Brotherly love, and mutuall fubjecti- 
on, according to God ; not forfaking their Affembly, ( but as the 
Lord fhall call) and miniftring one to another(as becometh good, 
Stewards of the manifold graces of God ) till they all grow up to 

a perfe&t man in Chrift Jefus. | 


al 


Having thus, or to the like purpofe propounded the Covenant 


—himfelfe,with the reft of the Brethren,who are to joyn in’ Church- 


eftate, they all declare their joynt confent in this Covenant, ei- 

ther by filence, or word of mouth, or writing. | 
Then the Brethren of other Churches finding the prefence of 
God accepting them by the heavenly firé’of his Spirit come downe 
amongft them in their performance of their holy duties, they ap- 
point fome from among{t them, in the name of all the Churches 
trom whence they come, to reach forth unto them the right hand 
of 


ipa 


"gato a Church. 


Chap. 1 ae 


- of fllowlhip, reftifying their proceedings to have been according 
to God, and che Churches acceptance of them into brotherly fel~’ 


lowthip, and exhorting them to ftand ftedfaft in the Lord, and to © 
grow up in holy fellowthip with him, and one with another, and © 
he Churches , accordigg to’ 


with the reft ofthe Brethren of all t 
~ thefe beginnings : And fo prayers being made unto God ‘for the 
pardoning and acceptance of this people, and of all the duties of 
the day; as alfo for his blefling upon chemfelves,and all che Chur- 
ches, both in this Countrey5 and throughout the world, efpecial- 
ly in England ; a Pfalme of praile is fung. ; 
weft. What could be done more, if a Church were to be gaz 

thered ‘out of Infidels? i 

— Anfw. 1. Ifa Church were to be gathered out of Infidels, they 
were firft to be converted, that they might become beleevers, and 
{ fit materialls for Church-fellowfhip, before any of thefe could 
be done by them; whereas thefe here {poken of, are perfons con- 
verted already. 


{f it be faid againe ; Butare not all Baptized perfons fit for ~ 


Church-fellowfhip, as all Circumcifed perfons were admitted to 
the Pafleover? 2 : 

An. There is a difference between the Pafleover,: whereto all 
- Jewes. were admitted , young and old, unlefle defiled with fome 
pollution, ‘and the Lords Supper, whereto perfons of growner 
yeares, and fit to examine themfel ves, are invited ; and therefore 
neither children, nor ignorant perfons, nor prophane, nor {can- 
dalous perfons,are admitted to the LordsTable,nor into Church- 
fellowthip. 3 pe pee Rs 

If it againe be Objected ; But are not all Baptized perfons 
Church-members already by their Baptifme? 

Ait NO a at ba ’ Sa is 

- 4. Papifts and other notorious Hereticks are Baptized. 

%, And many in other Churches have cut themfelves off from 
the Covenant by their notorious wickedneffe and prophanenelle, 
Pfal.50.16+ : 


3. AChurch Relapfed, with all the members of it, before they 


can be accepted with God in their Church-fellowlhip, are bound 

- torenew their Covenant; which is, as it were, anew entring into 

Covenant; the fame which in effect is donewithus. 
pot! CG 


 4.~ Though | 


fice Of Church-Officers, with their Eleéion, Chap. 2. 


4- Though godly men Baptized members of-a pure Church, 
‘dré to be accounted:Church-members. as long as, they, continue _. 
their habitation and ele&tion to thar Church. ; yet feverall Bapti- 
zed perfons broken off from their feyerall Churches ,, to which 
fometimes they did belong, and now meeting accidentally in one 


place, are-not, therefore one Church anew amongit themfelves, : : 
unlefie they will imagine that. Chimera of an univerfall vilible 
Church. 9 Shea ty s | sia : 
| OE Ne Pel Ue vai ieee po | 
Touching Charch. Officers, with their eleFion' and ordina~ 
P¥dnyotek 0 JLo. beside oct rymdO 5 ee | 
| SER | , 
Size HE Church being thus gathered, as hath been, de~_ 
o fcribed, our next care is that it may, be fupplyed 
e Pee. 


~%)}{° hath ordained to continue in his Church untill his, 

=I _fecond comming, for they are all given forthe edi- — 
fying and perte&ting of hisbody, untill we all grow unto the mea-. 
fure of the ftature of the fulneffe of Chrift, Eph. 4. 11412; ihe he 
Apoltles, Prophets, and Evangelilts) they. fill continue in their 
‘writings, to be-Mafter-builders of the Churches in all ages, and 
therefore the Church ‘is faid to. be built upon their foundation, , 
that is, upon the foundation which they by their writings have -, 
laid, Eph. 2.20. but in their Succeffors in the fame eminent calling” 
they continue not :-whence the Apoftle fpeiketh of himfelfe and. 
Barnabas, as the laft Apoftles, 1.Cor. 4. 9. And when the new Feru- 
Salem (the Church of the Fees.) commeth to be planted, it is not. 
faid to be planted by new Apoftles, but by the former twelve Apo-. 
ftles of the Lambe, Rev.2't.' 19. to wit, by them, in refpec Bf their. 
Dottrine ftill left behinde them in their writings. “ *' oe 

ic remaineth therefore,that the ordinary Officers of the Church © 
which.are to continue to the comming of Chrift Jefus gy Ape: 


Elders, (whom the Apoftle calleth alto Bifbops, Tit.1.5.7. AG.20. 
17. 28.) or Deacons3 of Elders he maketh two forts, one fort he 


calleth . 
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and Ordination, ee 


calleth them that rule, the other them that labourin'the Word; 
whether of Exhortation, as the Paftors, or.of Do€t.ine, as the 
- Teachers , 2 Zim. 5.17. For the two forts of ordinary preaching 
Elders, the Apoftle calleth Paftors and Teachers ,Eph.4.11- And fuch 
feverall kindes of labouring in the Word, by. the one in a word of 
Exhortation, by the other ina, word of Do&trine, the Apottle ex= 
°prefly. holdeth forth, Kom. 12.75 8. He that teacheth (faith he :} 
iet bim waite on teaching, and he that exborteth on exbortation;which 
argueth a difference ot their fun&tions by the diftin&ion of their 
proper or efpeciall actions. Wh 
Ific be faid, the difference.of thofe a&tions doe not argue adi- 
~. -yerfitie of fundtions,: but both:teaching and exhorting are co-in- 
- ident to one and the fame Office , as being feverall actions of fe- 
verall gifts, not of feverall Officers: | 
+ Anjo. The contrary is evident fromthe Text, as may appeare 
by three feverall reafons from the words of the Text. 7 
Reaf.1. From the words which the Apoftle nfeth tra. dvaxe- 
giay , &i7¢6 wegexaaay, which doe not diftribute feverall gifts onely, 
but feverall perfons,to whom thofe feverall gifts are feverally com- 
mitted , according as the fame Apoftle diftribureth the fame di- 
- vers forts of gifts to the fame divers forts of ;perfons, 1 Cor. 12. 8. 
To one (faith he _) 2 given a word of wifdome, (to wit , for direftion 
of practice, whereto the Paftor attendeth ) to azotber the word of 
knowledge ( to wit, for direction of the judgement) whereto.the 
teacher attendeth, and both by the fame Spirits: who diftributeth 
to every man feverally, ver. 11. portid j 
Reaf:2.. Though Office be one thing , and:‘gift to difcharge an 
office another, and the actions or exercife of every feverall gift 
doth not alwayes argue.a feverall office 5 yet in this place it is the 
{cope of the Apoftle to expreffe the different offices, or fun tions of 
»|Paftors and: Teachers by:their different and proper.a&s for heré 
Jhefpeakerh: of the:diversmembers:of the Church's as:of divers 
members of the natirall body,:-who having, divers offices, or fun= 
&ions in the body,.are'to performe different'proper actions, ac= 
cording to their different functions 3 a wee having many members 
(faith he.) 2 one body (ver. 45'5).and all the members have not one of~ 
ficey( as the, tranflator turneth:it when the Originall faich, have 
not oneaction,or praXtife,but both exprefling the fame meaning; } 
C2 
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fo wee being many are one body inChrift,” and every ‘one members one of 


another, having then (faith he, ver.6.) different gifts ( gifts compre- 


~ hending both offices andgrace ) whether Prophecy, let us prophecy ac- 


cording to'rhe proportion of faith, or miniflery, let us waite om oxr mini- 


. flery, whether he that teacheth on teaching, or be that exborteth on ex~~ 
“bortation. And Yooke then, as in the naturall body, it being the — 
aftion of the tongue to fpeake, itis his fun&tion and office to fpeak, 


and not to fee: and it being the a&tion of the eye to fee, it is his 
funtion to fee, and not to heare; So it is in the members of the 


body of Chrift, it being the aftion of theteacher to teach, heisto . 


attend unto teaching, not unto exhortation ; and it being the 


- a@ion of the Paftor or Exhortor toexhort,he is to attend on ex- 


hortation, not on-teaching. 


Reef 3. Ifthe Apoltle {peake here onely of everall aétions or 


exerciles of feverall gifts, but both co-incident to the fame perfon 
and officer:in the Church ; why then doth he command the Tea- 
cher to'waite on teaching? and the Exhorter to waite on exhorta- 
tion ? for he that performeth an ation according to this gift, 
which is not peculiar to his office, but commion to him with men 
of other offices, is nevercommanded, nor is it his dutie to attend 


~ or waite on fuch an aGtion. As ifa man have a gift of love,ormer~ 


cy, or liberalitie, and according to that gift be fit to performean 


aétion of giving Almes, yet ‘he is not commanded.to attend or 


waite upon Almefgiving, unleffe it be his office as well as h’s gift? 
Object. Attending,or waiting, isnot exprefledin the Originall, 
but in the tranflation onely. 3 | 


_  Anfw. Thought be not exprefied in the Original; it is necef™ 


farily intended, for either {uch a word as exprefleth waiting, or 
at leaft the verbe fubftantive és#, muft needs be underftood, which 
holdeth forth the fame fenfe ; He tbat teacheth, let him be teaching 5 


be that exborteth, let bim be inexbort ation; which is all one 5 as let 


him attend to it , let him make it his proper and-conftant worke. 


- Soalike example in 1 Tim. 4. 15. ¢ tov us io8s, which is the fame 


phrafe, and which is fitly tranflated, Give thy felfe wholly to shem ; 
the fame:with éaeys ceavlo, ver.16.Continue or dwellin them. 


And indeed experience fheweth , ‘that teaching and exhorting . 


are fo far different one from ancther, and flow’ from fuch. diffe- 
rent gifts, that they arefeldome found, at leaftin any eminency, 
: a both. 


Wer ne 


by Divine Inflitation. 
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2 both of them in one and the fame perfon ; and therefore require 

——S -feyerall officers for the difpenfing of them: you have many men of 

| eminent dexterity for cleare opening of a Text, for judicious ga-. 

~thering and handling found Doéttine from it; and alfo. acute and 

ftrong for conviétion of a contrary error and herefie, who yet are 

very cold in exhortation; andon the other fide, you have fome 

very fervent in exhortation, who are very confaled and generall 
and common in teaching. | pal VT 

But befides this,the need of the Churchjand the weight of both, | 

the works of teaching and exhortinz, calleth for feverall officers to 

| 

| 

| 

| 


| attend to both, the explication of Scripture, and-of the Principles 
| and Dottrine of Religion folidly and diftin&ly, wich the difcutli- 
-. on of controverfies, which are included: in ( Siduanartav,ercy yor ) 
. ’s Doétrine and Reproof (2 Tim. 3.16.) well attended too, will take 
Sy up the whole time and talents ofa moft judicious Divine; and on. — 
- theother fide, the direGtion and inftrution of the people in mat- 
ters of pra€tice,the reformation of their manners,both in their pri- 


= 


| 

| 
ate carriage, and in their families; as alfo in the Church and 
Commonwealth ; and the flirring up of men thereto, with the re- 
| 


proof of all diforders and abuéeés in life and converfation;whick are 
| included in ‘apis zuScav Av by dimesoowrs inftruction and correcti~ 
| on; 2 Tim. 3.16. thefe well attended to, will take up the vigour i 
and ftrength of the moft prucient and vigilant Paftor of any Con- 


| fall to make ule of the bounty of the Lord Jefus, to finifh our 

Churches, (as wee blefle’ his Name, molt! of them be ) with both 

| the forts of preaching Elders, Paftors and Teachers neverthe= 

) lefle, heethatis gifted for both thefe inany good meafure, let him 
- wyfe both; yet attend principally on that, to which heis moft emi-~ 
vmently gifted and called. Sats 

eee . i ' 


gregation. All which things contidered, we have thought it need- | 


= 


Ag for ruling Elders, the fame Text of Scirpture (Rom.12. 8.): | 
) fpeakethias exprefly for their diitingt office alfo;for there {pea~ 
» king of the feverall members of thebody of Chrift (which is his | 

| 

) 

| 


= 


Church) he'direéting them to attend to their proper work a8 the 


“Teacher to teaching, the Paftor to exhortation,the Deacon ere 
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Ruling Elders, | Chap: 2. 
with fimplicity, he direéteth alfo the Rulerto rulewith diligence: 
_ and who is that Rulerin the Church, but the ruling Elder? of 
whom the Apoftle faith to Timothy, The Elders that rule well are woy~ 
_ thy of double honour, 1 Tim.5.17. But, as the wifdome of man is en- 
mity to God; fo the wifdome and wit of man hath found. out 
many inventions and exceptions again{t every Scripture: that 
holdeth: forth this. Ordinance. 
_ “ Objett. x. The Elders the Apoftle here fpeaketh of, maybe 
¢ rulers in the family, as Parents are rulers to children, husbands 
“to wives, Matters to fervants. eT a Hirt wae: 
_ Anfw. The Church and family are two diftin& bodies: the 
Apoftle fpeaketh here not of the members of the families,(as uch) 
nor of the funétions and. duties of family-members, but of the fa= 
mily of the Church, and of their fun&ions and duties one towards 
another: His words are plain, (verf. 4, 5.) As we (faith he) bave 
many members in one body, and all the members have not the fame office ; 
fo we being many, are one body in Chrift, and: every one members one of 
another, One body in Chrift is not one family (in Scripture phrafe) 
but one Church; and of thisbody of the Church, themembers 
they be, whom Paul dire&teth to the due difpeniing of their feve~ 
rall funétions and gifts; namely, the publique officers of the 
Church, (Teachers, Paftors, Deacons and Elders,) to attend up~ 
on their proper work, teaching, exhorting, giving, ruling, verf, 6, 
798. and all the reft of the members to walk in fach duties of love 
and purenefle, brotherly kindnefle and modefty, diligence and fer- 


vency, &c. as are requilite for every Chriftians ver(- 9. to theend 
of the Chapter. 


_ © Object. 2. But Pant {peaketh not of lay Elders ruling in the — 


°* Church, but of Rulers. 


Anf. Neither do we acknowledge ruling Elders in the Church 
to be lay Elders properly ; for to fay nothing of the diftin@ion 
between the Clergie and Laity, which is of a later edition then 
Apoftolique times; the ruling Elders being ordained to the Office 
by the eleétion of the people, and. impofition of hands (as well as 
the preaching Elders) they are no. more lay men, or private Chri- 
{tians,then the Teachers or Paftors are lay Minifters ; and though 
the Paftor & Teacher;beeither of them Ch urch-rulers,yet the Ru- 
Jer is here di{tinguifhed from them, as a difti 


n& member attending 
to his ation of ruleas his proper funétion. © Objedt. - 


“Sch 2. ; by Divine Lnflttution. 


¢ fices in-the Churches, for he fpeaketh of the feverall powers and 
¢¢ aGtion..of all the members of the body of Chrift ; now the of- 
< ficers of the-Church, they alone are not the body of Chrift, but 
<¢-a]] the multitude of believers ; which of all- thefe gifts in thole 
 €S¢imes, was not common,as well to the people as to the Minifters, 
and to womenas well as to men? MSE 

—— Anfw, 1, Paul fpeaketh aswell of publike officers as of particu- 


lar gifts,.as hath been fhewed by three reafons above, out of the 


words of the Text. It is true indeed, hee fpeaketh of particular 
gifts alfo, not peculiar to any office, but common to all believers, 
from verfe 9. tothe end ; but gifts are not the members of the bo- 
dy of Chrift,but the perfons indued with thofe {pirituall gifts; nei- 
ther can it be faid, that all the members of the Charch have all 


thele gifts without manifelt contradi&tion to the words of the . 


Text, for then: all. the members had the fame power to do all of 
them the fame.aftions, which the Apoftle exprefly denieth, verf- 4. 
all the members ({aich he) have not the fame aCtion,which is tranf{- 
lated office ; whence it is, that when hee {peaketh of different of-- 
ficeshe divideth them by particles of partition,tere wre, 6, 0, verf.7,8. 
and he injoyneth. each: office to attend his own funétion, but when 
hecomethnto fpeak of the privatemembers, and of the gifts com- 
monto them all, he neither maketh any partition of them into fe- 
verall forts, nor bindeth them to attendance on the imployment or 
exercife of any.fpeciall gift, as he doth the former. 

But that asevery truth, fo every ordinance of God may be con- 
firmed by twoor three witnefles;;there be other Texts of Scriptures 
which bear witnefleto,.... _ , | 

Ruling Elders; In 1 Cor: 12.28. the Apoftle telleth the Corin~ 
thians, that God hath fet in his\Church feverall members : as firft 
Apoftles; fecondly Prophets ; thirdly Teachers,after that miracles, 
thengifts of healing, helps, governments, diverfities of tongues. 
Whee government is exprefly reckoned amongft thefe offices, 
which, God-hath fet in his Church for the government thereof, 
long beforeit injoyed civill Magiftracy, and therefore he meaneth 
{pirituall government, or Church rulers. 

Objet. y. But thefe governments are fpirituall gifts; not {piri-: 
euall offices or adnniniftrations, 
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<¢ Objett. 3.1 Paul {peaketh of: feverall gifts, not of publike of- 


An{w. 
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thofe offices ; for fo faith the Apoftle, When Chrift afcended upon 
high, hee gave gifts to men. Side, 

Wh:at gifts? forne to be Apoftles, fome Prophets, fome Euange- 
lifts,€ome Paftors,and Teachers, Eph.4.8.11. but yet governments, 
and all the reft there mentioned are fpiriuuall offices, as well as {pi- 
rituall gifts, as will appeare from the context; for the Apoftle in 
chis Chapter, putteth a manifeft difference between fpirituall, 


the giver of them, verf- 6: 


making the Lord Jefus the giver and inflitucor of them; 
* verfe 5+ as he doth alfo, Ephe/- 4.8.11. 


(che giver of them, verf- 6. river’ 
Now having {poken of the end for which fpirituall gifts are 


rituall adminiftrations (that is, Minifterics or offices) which God 
hath fet in iis Church, and reckoneth up eight. Firft Apoftles, fe- 


hended, as being of equall rank with them : thirdly Teachers, 
under whoin he includeth Paftors alfo, the office of boch whom, 
was to teach or pradtife in the Church; after that miracles, or 
as the word in the originall is, powers; to wit, to caft out De- 


governing Elders? for we heare of teaching Elders before; ) laftly, 
the gifts of tongues,tr uéit is indeed, the Apoftle reckoned upthree 
of thefe before for {pirituall gifts, sepiouars ver]. 9, 10. Miracles, 
or powers,gifts of healing,kinds of tongues ; but here he soe 
them 


SoS aah Sn, _ Raliag Elders: ~ Chap.2. : 


-~ 


Aufs. That they were gifts we willingly acknowledge, becaufe > 
all the offices and officers of the Church were given to the Church 
aswell as the fpirituall gifts and graces, whereby they do execute 


f 1, Gifts and Graces, xeptopara,making the holy Ghoft 


) 2. Adminiftrations, or Minifters or Officersy Sraueviat: 


3. Operations, efficacies, or fucceflees of their UE er ne 
{trations,making the Father (the foundation of all power) © 


given, ver(7. hee reckoneth up nine of thofe feverall fpirituall -’ 
vifis, verf.85 9, 10.. hee declareth them to be given to feverall — . 
members of the Church (not all to any one) that fo every” 
member might ftand in need of the help and gifts one of another 3 ‘ 
and thus having difcourfed of the variety of {pirituall gifts and 
theirufe, hé cometh in verf-28.to 31. to declare the variety of fpi- ” 


condarily Prophets, under. whom your Euangelifts are compre= 


vils, or to do the like works ; then gifts of healing, helps, Copitu-. ° 
lations) that is, Deacons, governments (who elfecan they be but 
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them | 3 
anid unifirable tothe method this diftourte,brie fpeaketh of then | 
as feverall'fim€tions or offices, wherein thel pifts were exercifed." 

*¢  Objelt. 2. But if thefe Governments were Officers or fuiGtions, 
s¢ they were extraordinary’, ‘and {0 are now ‘cealed’, as gifts of 
ce tongues, and healing, and miracles be,* €: as 4 “4 fe if aoe 4 

 Anfw. Not fo, for no offices are ceafed, but uch as ‘Had’ their 
chiefeufe, not for beleevers in the Church, but uinbeleevers ‘out of 
the Church’; but governments are of perpetual! neceflary uf in the 
Church, even as teachers and helpers, unileffe wee thal] fay that 


Anarchy were ficter for a fetled Church-government.. 


< in the Church, who have received an ordinary powei''8f Go- 


¢'verrimentin the Church?’ 
* Anfe. The order in which the'Apoftle reckoneth thefe goverti= 
ments, will not fufferthat ; for here the Apoftle reckoneth five fe- 
verall rankes, the formier exprefly precedent in order before the. 
other; God (faith he ) bath fet i bis Church 3 Firlt, Apoftler; fecond~ 
ly,Prophets thirdly ,Zeachers ; after that Miracles whichis a fourth 
ranke; then in the fift place, gifts of healing and helpes,governments, 
diverfities of tonguer. Now if by Government, had been meant Pa- 
fk she would not have reckoned them in'a lower order’, fo farre 
after Teach erie they are ofthe fame rank with them. ©. - 
ie? Objeé#. “Why, but here helpes or Deacons are fet before Go- 
é€ yernments ; which argueth the Apoftle did not regard to rank 
“¢ them in due order. “~ Lgl dit | oee 
. Anfw. cis evident by the words of order, which the Apoftle 
ufeth, that he intendeth to reckon the foure firft forts in their due 
order, and the fift fort of them all in a Jatter order after the for- 
mer, though ina promifcuous manner , without refpect of order 
amoneft themfelves; for fo he faith ; Firft, Apoftles ; fecondarily, 
Prophets 5 thirdly, Teachers; after them Adiracles; then gifts of hea- 
ling, helpes, Governments, diver{itie of tongues. As Apofiles are before 
Prophets, 10 are Prophets betore ordinary teachers, the teachers before 
workers of Miracles, the Miracles before them that have. the gifts of 
healing ; for. she gifts of healing follow after works of miracles, with 
a note of order, Then. But all thofe la tt foure,gifts of healing belpes. 
Governments, diverfities of tongues, are reckoned without refpe& of 
_ D order 


} not’ as {pirituiall gifts,and graces, for that wete'atatitoldgy, 
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faith fi ae ‘members are fet,. is, not ape ort pact sala 
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StI r sera © Church 
“(had not Apollles and Proph si 

dnfivs. Teis truceyery, ‘pardenar C seme not, veda Ap 
files, apart, by themfelves, nic nor was ‘it el i they fhould 5 — 
that Churches, were once ‘planted 5 » but, every particular | Church 
had meed.of his ow mn Governours wit lin it fells», cre wee all. 


so net —o ies ignot een, 


pass here 


make. sone. ‘Chure fabordinate. to, the, Governmer t oF ang ery, 


which is inco ae to the Chuich ofthe newt eftanent,. The, 
Lord having: inftituced and ordained, no. particular Church, but 
the Charch ofa Congre; gation. for the adminiftration ps Ordi-. 
nance, untowhich, Congteait ‘ionall Chacch, he ha Wa al loa ape: 
a ie Aad fete OF} Officers, wage ae af nense the 
Objett.s. For humane ‘Wildome: is pregnant. oat ait of obje~ 
é Gions and exceptions againit the ways and Gagan a of | Sia 
“€ may be, fay fome, thiefe. Governotirsare 0.0 
tors, which, the Apofile. biddech, the aera ee 
sc Chi are for the dccidingof dif evenges amor er yer Nee i i * 
<6, 4. But now, fince God rhath: fecup, ‘Chriftian Nocticaritthers 
°¢ 4s no more néed of oe Arbiters to be choign, by each Church, 
“f £0 paar their difference. 
| » rhele Ar ieee in ieee Chuich had pot places or “office of 
eae but. of Countell. -one ely» 2 to ‘dire -brechren't in the 
judgement of Fight and wrong; equitie and inequitie ; nor was 
fach a power of fuch Arbittation any {peciall gift 5. for the Apo- 
file thinketh every member of the Church, even the leaft capable 
enough of it, and futicient f for it. Noris ic well faid, fince God 
ath “(et up C Shiiftian Magi trates, there need. no. Arbiter to be fet 
ap in the Charcli, nor Church Goyernours ;. For it-is plaine, 
the Apoltle maketh ix a fault or defe& in the Church of Corinth, 
shar any of their members went to law at.all for fach {ittes, as the 
lealt menrber of che Church, Se he were, called to heare the calé) 


~ might. 
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sight arbitrate jhd determine; and he maketh it a'further faule, ° 
chat they oe to lam sider Infidels. Nove sherefore, ith he, thereto ut- 
ferly a fasult anhong yort that brother goeth to lar with brotherjand shar. > 
under Infidels, vedaees "The former isa defe& of brotherly loves ' 
the latter is a neple& of the honour of Chritt, and of hisChuarch:* 
and before Infidels Wfbrother goes to law with brother before'Chri- * 
ftian Mapiftrates, tlic latter of thefé fatilts ts avoyded, but not the: } 
former. Neither thay it be thought, as fome have done, that’the / 

eniefitof Chriftian Magiftracy taketh off the neceffitie of Church 
Goverwicit': Forthe government of che Church, is as the King 
dome of Chriftis, not of this world, but {pitituall and heavenly. ° 
The power of the keys is tar diftant from the power’ of the {words 

and though one of thenr iita¥ ‘need the! Helpeof the other; when: 
they Zoe aftray, yet wh rithey ate HBhilyordered, “andadmini-’ 
firéd; the one Ue them doe not fitercept)’ but eftablifh the execu=" 
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tion of the otlier: 3 o3anmis on baagt yaris 
~ A chird wicnefle to the offite of rtiling Elders inthe Church,’ is? 
that well knowne and much: ‘agitated Textin Timorhysa Timss§. 


17: The Eldehs who vile soll lave worthy of doveble sonar 5 e(pectaly- 


they'obo labour ite Word ‘and Dotbrine. "This text, chowghy i¢ have’ 
seen mitich vextarid rackt to looke atid fpeake another way piyet! 


when all is donés'it fill giveth’a'cleare atid ftedfaft evidence to 
- this office. The mof learned Adverfaries of this: Ordinance would: 


et 


falten fotire other interpret ns of chéplace‘and each of chem: 
Gasthey preteni Ad ynioré-pertinen tito theftopeand fenfeor thesipost 
files words: then this of railing Elders.°°°>° oC san nodaion sd, low 
co 3 Say they, by rolip oEldety thay bemesht:Deacons ; forthe: 
Apoftle giving Tins 


poftle. gr noi By to underitaridy what manner of perfous’ 
“they Be, with whole snaintehanice the Church isto:becharged, 
4 eg #2 informed hinvof apidowes, now tle himthec 

ONTeAGOAS AMBareto' bE ihiaintainied; yey and with atiouble porss 
“isWabave them and eichetithe Deacons are nbt to-be maindai-’ 
ned-at all arche Chiirckes charge, orelte the Apolile provideth 
icone rhainrenance Hi chis place, or fio Where > US s28 ” 

Anfv.1. There isno man to bemaintained: atthe Churches’ 
Sai TeCIse Ei cHEr i PEALE his pretense poverty anchaiecellity,or 
ih réfsekt of his Office; whieh’ aller hiny off fromthe attendance: 
fo the ma inceianve OF hs private familg-iato the publike fervice : "3 
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{pend in keeping,a,juftaccompt of, what east ley out, or, in vility 
ing any fick oripdore brethren .their-time anda 


by Devine Inftitation. ang 


at 


Chap. 20° 

exhortech the Theffzlovans to acknowledge their, Minifters and | 
Rulers with fingular love for their works {ake, he calleth all their 
Minifters re's nomarres, and niaketh their xbar@-, the, common work. 
and labour of them ally,not. any, intenfive of enlinent labour of 
ome above others; and in Kom, 16. 12. wher, the Apoftle fpea-. 
keth of fome godly women, that either took pains about him, or 

about other fpirituall work, when hee fpeaketh, of intenfive or 

eminent pains and labour, he addeth another, word to wmv, thac 

may expreffefo much; butif, he fpeakeifim ply and politively of la- 

boursheufeth the word x29 alone,S.siste( faith he,v.12-)Lryphenz 
and Tryphafay rig xomicions oy xupiy, which is tranflated, fimply, who 
labour in the Lord; but when he fpeaketh of others, taat took 
more painfull labour, falute Marys vert. 6. (faith he) fizss rome 
exemiaoer: tts uae; which beftowed muck labour upon us sand ver.12. 


falute the beloved ing mr inowiagey vy welo, whichis tran{lated who 


laboured reuch in the. Lord;.and-therefore in this Text in Timor by, 
if we {train not Pauls words beyond his wonted meaning,he means 
no more by Elders o xomloviys ev AI? yy diduoxanla,then fuch who la- 
bourin word & doctrine, and then.he diftinguifhech the Elders that. 
rule well,from the Elders that labour ja word & doftrine fimplysby 
their different a&s, about different obietts, fome Elders, being con-. 
yérfant-about the well ruling of the lives & manners of the people, 
others being:tonverfantin labours about, the.word.and dottrine. 
age: Athird interpretation is given of thefe words, ‘That by El- 
ders ruling: well fhould. be meantPaftors,, and Teachers, fuch as. 
- wete refident; didiabiding\in the,Church, aiixed to.the place for, 
therticofit,:and by’ xea@rrse) thofe'that trayelled from place to, 
place, to vilit and to confirm the Churches.) To confirm this fenfe 
of xowiars the place, 1 Cor t5-10- is quoted, where Raul faith of 
himfelf,afesoourpor « aren y wav TOR: EXC IL T, which if hee had meant 
of labour ins Werd-and Dodtrine, it might have feemed arro= 
gancy in him to preferre him(elf before the reft of the Apoftles in 
thatwork, and it would: have, imputed fome afperfion of negli- 


gence to thems but ‘Fit be meant of hislabour and travell through 


many countreys and mations, for the {preading of the Gofpel, fo 
hee might’ {peak truly,: and foberly, that hee had laboured more 
abundantly then them all:to the fame-purpole,Adaries noms g,and the 
labour of Zryphema,T npphofa & Perfis are alledged outros Ro.t 6.6.12. 
bi as 
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as if the firft had travelled ‘nitich for Pail; and all ofthem had: 
laboured in the Lord, in wayes of travell, far and neer, by private! 


cee . ~ 
an 


* 


perlwwafions, to propagate the ce ge TR, wine oe ghey gunk ati 
Any, This interpretation;is indeed travelled for,and farfetche;: 
but fuch is our nature, Willing enough'to travell,far andwideyto | 
avoid the authority of ‘an’ inwelcomie truth 3 how much nicerer ate! 
hand and fitter were it,to fetch the Apoftles meaning from himflf,; — 
and to take the fenfe of his words here, according to the fenfeand» 
ule of the fame words ina like place;1 Thef-5.x2.where the Apoftles: 
xomioeree, are not travellers abroad; but xoatdviie-ty: Gutsy labou~! 
rers amongit you. Their own Paftors;and Feachersyrefidene with: 
them, and labourers amongst them. Pauls labouring more}: abun=" 
dantly then all che reft of the Apoftles, if it were not:inword: 
and doétrine, is impertinently alledged ‘to thew’the: fenfe:of the: 
word in this place, where lie fpeakes expre(ly of labouring in\word! 
and dofrine: Nor had it been'arrogancyin Paxil to have fpoken: 
of his own greater labours, then of his fellow-Apoftles in the Mi-: 
niftery of the Gofpel, without refpe&to his travels, for his Mini+: 
{tery was accompanied more then all the reft, with greaterafliQi-| 
ons and wraftlings, both within and without, whether hee ftayed: 
in any place, or travélled abroad § and he mighe well-think ione~ 
ceflary for him (as indeed the law of righteoufneffe and gratitude: 
required it of him) to take the more pains for-Chriftin prea 
ching of theGofpe] after: his converfion, who had laboured. more 
bufily then all the reft again it Chriftyand again {tthe Gofpel before 
his converfion; nor is xirG+,-or sew y'an: utuall word \in that 
language, to expreflé travelling’ to besmorethen any otherlabour 
either of body or mind. Shae sas te HERE, SR Dine jpliy OF .39nkg 
The KtrG- or labour of Adz#y dothriot appear toibein travel up 
and dotwn with Paul, but ratiier itrfome diligent hofpitalityand 
fervice unto him;“but whecher in travell, orin her houlesisnot ac 
all expreffed in the Word? “Suteicts Paw denieth thetaking-of@ 
lifter or wife up. and down in travel; though hee acknowleged ie 
lawfull co have taken'a wife; 1 Cor’o.5: but to‘have rakema fifter 
along, to have travelled up and down che countcies with himsmay: 
wel be thought to befar from himjwho-wasever-carefulltofollow — 
things of good report, and to provide for things honefty nor.only 
in the fight of God; but of all men® "The labours :of ae 
an 
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and Dyphofiyand Perfsydoe nde inply travelling up and downe, 


* 


butrather their own wraftlings wit Mbricuall conflicts, citherin 


‘¢heir own hearts, orelwith* other confi&ting Chriftians inthe 


places where they dwell, to fettle them-in the peace of the Lord 
Jelusjaceording to the fame fenfe of the word, AZat.11.28. 0 


| (eR he wvanidla interpretation of thele words in Timothy(which 


wee fee taketh with the mioftjudicious'among tthe -advenlariesiof 
this Ordinance) is, that here not twouforts ofElders; but two 


parts of the office of preaching Elders are fet forth : The one,good 


lifeand’good povernmentyand the orherjgood doétrine and pain- 
falneflethercin jand this latter preferred before the other,as more 
worthy ofidie tongurandietompencéss 6 oon Oso ers 
oe Now forantwer hereuncositmay beconfidercd, that good go- 
wernméntyeicher of a mansiife,or of the peoplesoras the Apoitles 
wordsibey dheinvling well, may either-be taken properly and 
friOlys\as ruleis diftingatthed from miniffey_of che Word and Sa- 
geaments sori morelargely for the:whole office of a:good Elder, 
Bent preeffe, ro be a goodsprelicent: If to ris!eiwell, be raken:im the 


‘Former ferife properlysithen itacknowledgeth Elders that attend 


savwles tobéworchyiof double honour, without re{pe& to their 
Jabtrury inthe nzinifery of che Wordswhich isthe fenie of the place 


sdyatiwice *build upon; for if: it fhonld-be faid ,. that.che: Apoftle 


fPeakieth’ ot Minifters:or Preachers, thatcheyriuling will:s are mor- 
shyiof dovitle honour; though they:doe not labotw in Wordand Do- 
Genes the wiferforts of oppofites. doe. difcerne: that. would not 


’ faitewith the Apotles minde, who would be fo far-fromy think> 


Sngythatwell:raling, burnot painfull preaching, Adinifiers {ould be 
worthydfdoublehonour, thathe would aécount them worthy of 
fircleorndvhondbriatall: And they fitlyquote for this purpote, 
therplace before salledged, 1 Thefi:5. 12+ where when the Apofile 
callech fou fingular loves and honour to their overféerss fortheir works 
fakes hé-puttethin there; Laboaring amongst thena( to wit, 10 the 
Word:)withoutew"? no fuch.refpe& were dueto them. They there- 
§ foretakethe Apoftles words in the latter fénfe |; underftanding 
$$ byaell mings the whole office, even all the duties of good: prelt- 
“dents wAs if the Apoftle had faid,the E/ders.that rule mel? thats, 
“-qvhoare'good ralers,and prefidenits 5 They'ave morthyiinf diible ho~ 
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“adie s chiefly they who labour in preaching the Word; And, they - 
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ca 


: tance: Logiciens; who reafin wells that 
< isyall. good Logicians, arg #0 be honoured,elpedally thofe who 


tA em J a ris lat ; ict 
$ judge well, or are judicious ; where, not two forts of Logicians 


“are held forth; but two duties or faculties of all Logicians, in 
¢ ve(pet&t of which they are. to be honoured ; the one generall to 
S-veafon wells the other {peciall to judge well;.and thefedifpofed, 
“ not ina diftribution, but in a comparative fentencey preferring 
the later before the former, too) eer | teh aids 
o Anfm. But neither will this fenfe ftand with the Apoftles words 
and meaning: for hereupon this abfurdity would follow, that if 
well-ruling inthe former partof the fentence, held forth generally 
all the duties of good Minifters, andJubouring inword and doctrine, 
Cin the later part) onefpecidll partof ; their office, thenthe-other, 
good Minifters, for doing all. Neither doth the inftance given: of 
Logicians help : for it may betruly faid of Logictans; that Logicians 
who reafon well; that is,all good Logictazs, are worthy of honour, 
eipecially they who arejudicious, becauleyif they. only reafon well 
in invention, though they: be not judicious, yet {uch alfo are comi- 
mendable. Butit’s not truly faid. of Minifters, chat if they-rule 
well; that is, do their office well'in Difcipline and Raley though 
they Jaboxr notin word and Dotirine, that they are commendable; 


‘but otherwile, if Bogictaxs,'be good as well im: judgement as imany 


vention, and fo perform: beth the parts of cheirart well 5 it may-be 
faid indeed, that:they.are commendable and honourable): bue‘it 
cannot ‘be faid without abfurdity, that fuch as are judiciousare 
more commendable, or chiefly to. be honoured above thofe that 
are both ingenuous and judicious, both ‘parts are doubtlefle better 
then either alone : neither will the abfurdicy be helped by faying 
Logicians that rec(on well, both in invention andin: judgement, are 
worthy of honour, or double honour, efpecially they that. excell 
in jdgement ; for though {peech be rationall, yet: the like cannot 
be applied in this Text: for it isnot faid in the Text, zhe' Eiders 


_ that rule well are worthy of double bonour, efpeciallysthey that excell'in 


preaching, which labour doth not hold forth excellency (ashath 
been fhewed before, but only pofitively and fimply pais taking, in 


-preaching,the common a& and work of all good Minifters,1 Dhe/- 


5-12. The iffue of all is,that when men of learning and judgement 
have wearied their wits and ftrength, co fhoulder out ruling Elder's, 
| | from 
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Set. 2. by Diuine Inflstution. 


from this Text, yet fuchis the evidence and wifdome of the holy 
Ghoft, inthe word, that it may well appeare, the weaknefle of 
God is ftronger then men, and the foolifhnefle of God wifer then 
men; the wordscannot‘but approve two forts of Eldersjand both 
worthy of double honour, both they that rule well, though they 
labour notin preaching,and efpecially they that do labour in preacb- 
ing; but this interpretation will by no means {atisfie {ome of a con- 
trary judgement,for three reafons,to {peak nothing of the fourth, 
the pretended .probability of other interpretations, which have 
been refuted already... , 

SFirfifay they, the Text it felfclearly renounceth non-preach- 
*¢ ing Elders ; for both forts of Elders {poken of, are exprefly ac- 
“ knowledged inthe Text tobe worthy of double honour, thatis, 
“ not reverence only,but maintenanceat the charge of the Church; 
“ but that non-preaching Elders fhould by Gods inftitution have 
*¢ received maintenance at the Churches hand,is a thing fo ftrange, 
“¢ and unheard of,that untill I fee it juftly proved,(faith B. Bi/fon } 
* 1 cannot poflibly believeir. 

Anfm. Icis very true, the Apoftle. by double honour, doth not 
mean reverence only, but maintenance; But why fhould -it feerr 
fo'ftrange a thing, and unheard of, that ruling Elders, though 
not. Preachers, fhould partake in maintenance from the Churches 
treafury? do you think fuch men fpeake in good carneft, when 
they fo fpeak?, Whence have the Chancellors, Commiflaries, and 
Officialls their maintenance, but from the Church? and.do they 
jabour in word and doétrine? areynot moft of them Civilians? 
and if wemay ufe the word without offence, meer Lay-men? but 
-ourtuling Elders, wee utterly deny them to beLay-men as the 
word iscommonly meant in this controverfie ; but Church-ofh- 
cers-fet'apart to their officeby the election of the people,and by im- 

»pofition of hands : buc if they were ay-men(which they are not) 
-yet you fee it isno ftrange orunheard of matter,» that Churches 
thould-be bountifull:to the maintenance of fimdry forts of Church 

Rulers;. who are meerly Lay-men, as their adverlaries mifcon- 
ceivethefle to besyea,what were the many Cloyiters of Munks,and 
Friers and Nuns, in the times of Popery? were they Preachers of the 


» Word?were they not Lay-men&avonien?and yet did the Churches 


2,ofchofetimes grudge chem: their maintenance upon pretence of 


their 
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ny idle Droans,or ftately Rulers of mans own devifing,the Church. 
muft fupply tem not only with maintenance, but with magnifi- 
cence; but lec the Lord appoint ruling Elders, according:to the 
fimplicity ofthe Gofpel, to affit his Miniftersin the work of go- 
vernment,that they might atterid the more to labour inthe Word, 
if they fhall expect from the Church any maintenance for their 
works fake, Oh! that feemeth a ftrange matter, and. unheard of 
from all antiquity, till rhis prefentage. ag Sh 
° The fecond Reafon why lay Elders, (as they mifcall-them) 
* ruling Elders (as we with Paul call them) are not meant in Pauls 
* Text, isbecaufe Paul mentioning the Presbyters but once in all 
* his Epiftles,excludeth all lay Elders from that Presbytery,Neglect 
© not (faith he) the grace whichis in thee, which was given thee by 
“¢ prophecy with impofttions by the-hands of the Presbyterie, 2'Tim. 
4.14. This Chriftian Presbyterie gave impofition’of handsto 
€* ordain Minifters ; but lay Elders had no right to impofe hands 
*tothat purpofe; therefore Lay-men were none of this Presby- 
“ terie; torif the Presbyteriebe taken for the company of Elders, 
* none were of that company but fuch as might give impofition 
‘Sofhands 5 or, if Presbyterie be taken forthe office of am Elder, 
- then none might take that fun&ion on him, bat mutt receive 
€ impofition of hands, as Tiszthy did} then*Lay-men which nei- 
ther give nor receive impofition wf: hands, are wholly de- 
* barred both from the degree, and from the fociety ofthe Pref- 
. ¢byterie, that wasin Pauls time. © enh 0b ia rat uidds 
1c) Quranfwer-confilteth- of three points-s.\ 91) y: Li -Detr 
Firft, Lay Elders wee difclaim, but vuling Elders; though not 
_~ attending to preaching,.as they have theirelection from the people 
who arethe body of the'Church; fo are they ordained & fet apart 
from among{t the people by impofition of hands of the officers of 
the Church,who are the Presbyterie, the company of Elders: for 
‘by Presbyterie, we conceive cannot be there meant the’ office'of an 
Elder; for hee fpeaketh of fuch:a Presbytery, as laid om hands: 
mow it is not.the oifice of an Elder, but che company-of Elders, 
that lay on hands). > iv ja 
1 Anfte.2. When itis faid; nom 


day 


an can give what ‘hee hath nor 


received’; the light.of Nature, thelaw of Adfer;the-Gotpel of 
ind Chrift,.. 
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their laity ? But che worldwill love his‘owns'be there never fo ma~ 


Sec&.2. by Divine Inflitution. 
Chiritt, do all of them make a ready anfwer for us. The law of 
Nature tels us,' It is not neceflary, that they that give {hould al- 
_wayes formally have before-hand received that power which. they 
give ; itis enough if they have received it virtually : For inftance, @ 
multitude of free people may ele& and ordain a King over them, 
and yet none of them had before-hand received kingly power 5.16 
is enough they have a virtuall power, tofet up and to {ubmit un- 
to any lawfull forme of government, which they fee good for 
- themfelves in the land. The people of Ifrael (to wit; fome in the 
name of the reft,for all could notat once)impofe their hands upon 


~~ the Levies, Num).8..10. and yet they were not Levites themfelves, 


nor had received impofition.of hands themfelves, and yet may ne- 
verthelefle impofe hands upon others. In the Goipel of Chrift, 
the power of the Keys is givento the Church, to Peter, not as an 
Apoftle, nor asan Elder, but as a profett believer ; in thename of 
believers, and upon occafion of the profeflion of his faith, AZ2t.16. 
16.t0 19. whereupon 'the binding and looting (which is the power 
of the Keys) is attributed to the whole Church, 41.18.1751 g. it 
then the power of the Keys whichis the whole body of Charch- 
power, be,given to the body of the Church, though it be. notin 
their power to exercife their paftorall preaching of the Word,and: 
adminiftring of che Sacraments,yet it is in their power to elect fuch 
whom God hath furnifhed with gifts among them unto fuch of-: 
fices as may difpente all the holy thiugs of God to them andby 
impofition of bands, to dedicate them to God, and to the publique 
fervice of his Church. Now if the whole Church have this power 
to impoie hands upon their officers, in their firft ordination, how: 
canit{eem a ftrange and unheard of thing, or.an abfurd matter, 
that. ruling Elders fhould together with the Pajtor and Teachers, 
(all of chem making up. the Preshyterie of the Church) impofe 


hands in, the name. of the Lord, and of the Church upon the 


ordained) 2.3 odys ce 2s 2 

. Anf.3., Befides,there be that conceive,and that not improba- 
bly, that in ancient time,the children baptized in the Church were 
notreccived tothe Lords Supper, nov into the full fruition of all 
Church liberties, untill chat they being grown up toyeers, did 
publikely before the Church profefle their taith,and ratifie the co- 
yenant made for themin Baptifme, pod fe o were confirmed (as they 
| “aes 3 call 


oe 
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call it) in their Church-eftate, which was not done without 


impofttion of bands, which fome judiciots-Divines have conceived. 


tobeonecanfe, why zmpofttion of hands ts reckoned as. one of the: 


{ix Principles of the found.ttion of Chriftian Religion, Hebr. 6.2. For 
itcould not be a principle of the foundation of Chriftian faith ; 
it muft therefore be a principle of the foundation of Church 
eftate arid order, Now then, itall the members of the Church were 
anciently confirmed in the full fruition of their Church eftate by 


immpofttion of bands, then there were none of the members of the- 


Church,but had received taepofttion of bands, much morethe ruling 
Eiders, who were over and above the former, ordained to their 
publique office by intpofttion of hands s and fo having received im-. 


pofition of bands themfelves; they might the more freely impofe. 


hands upon others.. 

3. The third Reafon, which moveththe adverfaries of ruling 
Elders to conceive that.muling Elders arénot inténded in this Text: 
“of Limarby, is, becaufe that many learned.and ancient Divines 
“have debated and fiited the force of thefe words, and not one of- 
“ chem ever {o mnchas furmifed any fach thing to be contained in 
‘this Text : as Chryfoftome, Jerome, Ambro 5.2 beophylact with other's ; 
“-vea,all Lay-elderthip is.a ftranger to all Ax iquity tor 15 00.yeers? 

 wAnfie. Though with thankfulhefléand reverence we readily ac- 


knowledge and accept the Labours 6f thefe ancient Divines, yet'we - 


cannot but conceive it to be much partiality, to fay they fifted, or 
which js all one, diligently fearched, the force of thefe words 
in Timothy, and that they never {6 much as farmiied any fuch 
thing contained in this Text, as ruling’ Elders 5 for Chryfoftome on 
this ‘place, putting the queftion, what it is to rule well? An= 
* twereth himfelf, in two things: firtt,in laying down (as a good 
“-Shepheard) his life for his theep : fecondly, in {paring nonein 
“his goverament.. Theophylatt reftettyin the former of thefe} Feram 
“interpreter Elders that rule well,to be Elders who falfill their of~ 
°¢ fice; Ansbrofe interpreteth them to be good Difpenfers,and faith fall. 
Here is nothing inall thefe expreffions that argueth any diligent. 
fifting of the force'of the words, or excludeth ftich resling Elders; 


as. doe attend chiefly to rule, not to teaching : wee look upomit asa 


deceitfiell and vain-gloriows flourifh, to beare the world in hand, 
that Lay Elder(bip isa ftranger to all Antiquitie for 1500. yeares : 
| gthcas aeceitfull , 


“Humane Law. 2. Itwas revealed to the Apoftle 


SEAR not Strangers to Antig 
deceitful, for they know wee dittiaimie Lay Elderfbip, (properly fo. 
called ) as therifelves doe; yea frore th infelvess 
prefer Lay Elders to the higheft places of Judicature in the Church; 
next to the Bifhops: For though fotire of the Brethren plead for 
Lay Elders, and bring proofes for them; both froin Scripture; and 
out of Antiquitie, yet herein they tather fpeake’after’ the language 
of their oppofites, then accbrding to their owne ‘choice 5 for they 
meané no more then 70n-preaching Elders :And in the places which 
they quote for them out of Antiquitie, wherein Seniors are fome- 
times diftinguifhed from Preshyters, fometimes from Cleras 5 the 
words Presbyters and Clerus , are there taken more’ ftriftly then 
their proper and ufuall meaning Will bear, to wit 5 for Preaching 
Preshyters : otherwile Seniors cannot be diftinguifhed ‘from Preshy- 


ders, in propriety of {peech ; the one fignifying the fame in Latine, 


which the other doth in Greeke + nor can they be diftinguithed 
- From Cleras, but by a xd] zhenaus. It is al avain-gloriows flouri{h.te | 


avouch Ruling Elders ttrangers to all ‘Antiquitie, for 15 OO.yearess 
for; 1. ¥f chat were true, yet it will:not evince Ruling Elders to be 
no ordinance of God, though ‘fo long difcontinued : The keeping 
the feaft of Tabernacles in booths, was negl 
of Tfrzel many hundred yeares ; to wit, during the greateft part of 
the Affiidan Moizarchy . and alfo the whole time of che Babylonian 
Monarchy, yea toward the end o | 


force'to abrogate an 
: Fobn, that for the 
{pace of 1260. ‘yeares, ( whtich whenfoever they: began, tooke up 
the greateft part of thee 1500.) Antichrift bore fiich fway in the 


effet; though a contrary cuftortre may be of 


Church, that he trod'under foot ‘he Cosirt and tbe boly Citze all that. 


while, Rev. 11. 25 3. And then when Aatichrift had all the power 
in his owne hasits, no marvell if he tooke a 
the Rulers , which Chrift did ordaine in his Church, efpecially 
fich Ruders,who whilett they ftood.ncither his Ru/enor the Image 
of ic; could enter or ftand. For ferup Ruling Elders in every Con- 
eregation to tranfaée( together with the preaching Elders ) all 
Church government within the Congregation, and what ufe will 
there be of prefentments, of Officers of Cathedral and Diocefar 


Churches abroad? And for the former pare of this sata eats 
. whic: 


e&ted of the Church | 


F the Perfiaw Adinarchy, Neh: 8. 17. . 
The long difute ofan ordinance of God; doth not make it of none - 


way all power from . 
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( which isbuc.a {mall remnant in comparifon ) 300, yeares were 
{pent in the Primitive perfeeutions, whereof wee have few monu- 


é vs ) By 4 Ress : ; re | 
ments of Antiquitie extant, written in that time ; thole wee have: 


cc peal {o of Elders, as doe indifferently comprife as well Rulin, 
cH] 


derssas Leaching Elders 3 lgnatius his Presbyters,wliom he ftileth 


“ the Court of Gods.the Combination of the Apoftles of Chrift, the holy 


© Affersbly and Counfellors and A{feffors of the Bifhops;with all thele 


Epithets miay as well agree to Ruling Elders, as to Preachers: The 
Scripture doth not difdaine to. admit: Civill Magiftrates into the 
fellowthip of Gods Tabernacle, P/al. $2 «1. And why not then the 
“ Rulers of his @hurch?, For Tertullian his Elde 


rtud ld fy who were Prefi- 
** dents over the Cenfures of the Church, and attained that honour snot 


by Bribes, but by approved Teflimony, Apologetic. Chap. 29. what is ~ 


there in his whole defcription of them , but is compatible to Ru- 
ling Eldersas well as to Preaching ? Yea Cyprian( who lived in thofe 
ancient bloudy , but zealous times’) doth exprefly acknowledge 
Elders that were not Preachers : For it evidently appeareth in the 
fift Epiftle of his fourth Booke, that he ordained Calinus and An- 
cellus to be Presbyters of his Church, who were no Preachers but 
reaaers onely 5 and yet were tobe maintained Sportulss communi= 
bus (thatis, at che common charge of the Church.) with the Pref 
bytersgand to ft with him(elfe in their growne yeares, It appeareth 
alfo in the tenth Epiftle of his fourth Booke, That he ordained 
Numidiras a Confeflor, to be a Presbyter of his Church , who was 


not at firft called to be a Preacher. Abrof, though he out-lived 


 thofe times.of purer government , yet beareth full witnelle to the 


honorable ule of Ruling Eldersin the Church before his time ; For 
in his Comment on 1 Tim. 15.1. giving a reafon why the Apoftle 
would: have E/ders in yeares honoured, evenin the healing of their 
faults, he urgeth the honour of old age in all Nations. Whence, 
faith he, ic was that the Synagogue, and afterwards the Church 
had Elders, without whofe Counfell nothing was, done in the Church ; 
which by what negligence is grovone out of ufe in the Church know not, 
swale ffe by the floath of Teachers, or rather pride, whileft they onely would 


fundry exceptions ( or rather evafions ) aretaken. As 1. That the 
Author of this Teftimony was not that azcient Ambrofe, the fa- 


mous Bifhop of AGUaine, bur fome other later.of that name 
: | An: 


becaufe it is pregnant, 


pre es 


ters in Church-governments for inthat 


hy Elder} ave meant. reaching Elders, 


, 


“@ ather in the Paflor to. exclude /ay Elde 
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Sehe2.° «== Strangers to Antiquitie. 


An, And what though? yet all men acknowledge this other. .Azs- 
brofeswhofeT eftimony this is;to bean ancient learned Writer, and 
therefore his Teftimonyvof the Antiquitie of Ruling Elders ,is futh- 
cient to filence cHat charge and brave fourith, that Ruling Elders 
are utterly unknowne, and unheard-of from all Aptiquitie for 1500. 
exes. A fecond Exception. they give y is that Ambrofe {peaketh. 
not of Eldersin Office, but in yeares, without whofe Couz/ell, not 
without whofe autboritie nothing was done.in the Church. .. 
Anfw. 1. Yis evident he fpeaketh of the E/ders in the Church, 
ag in the Synagogue, 5 now the Elders were, Rulers in the Syza- 
gogues,as appeareth by fandry placesin the Gofpel. .2. ‘That 10— 
thingwas done without their counfelljimplyeth,that nothing was done 
without their authoritiesas the fame phrale of other Ancients imply, 
when they fpeak of che concurrence. of 


the Councel of Presby~ 
fenfe-fpeaketh Cyprian to 


his Presbyters,(E piftolaram hb3, Epift.10.).A primardio Epifcop stus 
‘mei, \ determined with my felf, wihil fine confilio. yeftro & fine con~ 
onli plebis mea privatim fententia gereresand thatnot out of courte- 
fie, but as the words in the next entence implies, Sicuti honor, mn~ 
tuué pofeit.And in the fame fen le Feromes words to the like purpofe 
implies Authority in fach Councels, whereby the Presbyters of each 
Church governed theirown C hurch; though otherwile ingovern: 
ing other Churches, they imply rather advice then authority ; his 
_words are before faltions and {cbifmes grew in the Church 5 Commuus 
Preshyterorum confilio Ecclefte gubernabantur flierome in the 2,Tome 
Ofhis works, and upon Lary. AA third.exception they give is, thar 


whom the Bilhops were 


* 
4 


@wont-to confulewithall, in government, burnow,had left it of, 
“either by the idlenelle-of. the learned Teachers, who for their 


6 own cafe gaveover meddling’ with matsers) pertaining to 60- 
¢ Verniment, ‘or by the pridesofithe: learried Bilhopss. who took all 
€ goon them@elves, thathey alone might:feem to be fomewhat 5 
oe forthe Feathers or Paffors of Parifhes 

€ only.dsthe Presbyterians do ; or for Bifbaps alone,ds others AG: 

s J cannot fee (faith D'. Downham) how the excluding of Seniors 
~ nd taking the whole barthen and imployment upon themfelves, 


flee coutd by Amsbrofe be'imputed as a naatter.of floth and idlenelfe, 


65 ox in Befbops to.exclucte 
“ Jearned 
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 Iearned Presbytes. Anfc 1. The words of Ambrofé do plainly 
imply, not only that comfilting with Elders was grown out of ufe, 
but that the Eiders themfelves, who were wont to be confulted 
with, were grown out of nfe alfo: for his words be, the Synagogue, 


- and afterwards the Church bad Elders, without whofe counfell nothing 


seas done in the Church, &c. which plainly intimateth, the Church 
formerly had fuch, but then hath them not,they are obfolete and 
accordingly confulting with them is obfolete alfo. 2. Itis plain 
thefe Elders are oppofite to Dottors or Teachers, or Cif you will fo 


_conftrue them) learned-men, and therefore thefe Elders were nei- 


cher Doéfors nor Teachers, nor Learned men. But to appropriate 


thename of Doffors or Teachers,or Learned men to Bifbops only,were 


too great an arrogancy in Bifhops, and too great an injury to the 
learned Paftors and Teachers in every age, till Antichrift his darkneffe 
overwhelined all in ignorance, as well Bifbops as Paftors. 3. Te 
niay be marvelled, why:thofe learned oppolites, that make this ex- 
rate fhould tinderitand Ambrofeto attribute it to the idleneffe 


of the Teachers, that for their own eafe they gave over meddling 


in matters appertaining to government,when as rather ic was the 


Bifhops and their parties idleneffe, that they gave over labouring - 


in Word and Do&rine, and their pride, that they ang all 
ruleand government into their own hands; and theretore, when 
they fay, they cannot fee how the excluding of Seniors, and the 
taking of the whole ‘burthen of government upon’ themfelves, 
could by Ambrof be imputed as a matter of floth andidlenefle, ei- 
ther in the Paftors or Bifbops , furelys ifmen do not willingly fhut 
their eyes, they may fee, and dailyexpericnee maketh it palpably 


evident,that they who ate moft idle in teaching, are moft bulie and 


proud in government ;: fo that the Doltoram defidia, aut magis 
fuperbiz, which Ambrofé maketh to be the two caufes. why Seziors 
inthe Church,and confulting:with them; were then both ofthem 


- 


' grown out of ufe,rieed no Comment toexpound the fame, but the 
“perpetuall pra@tice’ of thofe perfons; who have from the former 


ages, to this very day, warped all Church-government into their 

own hands. 7"? ue Mine 8G GI ost sGnae F 
f any man fay-(as fome have done):that whatfloeyer this 4m- 
brofe faith, ‘yet thatfamous Bifhop: wlgtbiofe: doch utterly difclaim 
it, in his Epiftle to Valentinian, thavamylay Ruler floauld be see! 
bureh- 


«Seen. mot Strangers to Antiquitie. 
\ Church=offices and canfess Yet him take for an anfwer that which 
hath been often given’; thae weutterly deriy chole neling Elders to 
be Layemen, or: Ey Judges; but pare-of tac Church body which 
thofeancient'times called Clerup 6° ee 
» Af icbe faidagaine(asalfoieis) that Ambrofé callech his Presy- 
ters Antiftites, and Vieats of God; and fuch like ftiles of high ho- 
nour, Jet them underftand, that the leaft office of rule in the 
Church of God, (to'a {pirituall eye) will eafily and fafely adnut 
a5 great acknowledgements as thefe bes onely to fle and blood 


nothing feemeth divine and high butfecular pompe and worldly 


Blog sir or io Yorn 2 7! 
Having thus refcued the Teftimony of Ambrofé unto Ruling Ej- 


der's from all Exceptions (of any colourable weight )made-againft 


ic; Let ustadde onely one obfervation:out of ‘Antiquitie,’ which | 


may give fome farther light to the caufein hand. Ic is well known 
to all fuch as are ftudious of Antiquitie,that it was counted a rare 
and infolent matter for an Elder to preach in the prefence of a Bi- 
foop; which was the caufe why the good old Bifhop Va'erius was 
. hardly fpoken of, for faffering Augufline, a Presbyter ( though a 

learned Presbyter ) to preach before him ; which is faid never any 
African Bifhop had allowed before him. Now whence fhould fuch 
an offence as was taken againft Valerius arife,but from tranflating 

‘the filence of Ruling Elders from Preaching in the prefence of Pa- 
— flors and Teachers, unto thole Presbyters alfo, who were called oft 


to preach the Word freely and. diligently as well’as the Bifhops - 


themfelves? But when through corruption of times, Bi(bops clai- 
med to themfelves the principall paftorall cure of Soules,thetit was 


taken for an offenfive matter, that Teaching Efders {hould preach 


before them ; as before it was unwonted for Ruling Elders to 
preach before the Teaching ordinarily. DATOS) YRera His: 
Objeé. But there remaines one obje&tion or two 5 which fome 
= it and prudent men have made againf{t the office of Ruling 
ers. . eer 
9) Objeét. 1. 1c. is not credible that the office of Ruling Eldersfhould 
-_be.of Divine or Apoftolicall Inftitution, and no footlteps lefcofic 
in any Church of Chrift, for thefe many hundred yeares. Popery 
it felfe, though it corrupted all Ordinances, yet retaineth fome 
footfteps of every Ordinance of rb , though much ghee 
. rom 
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The Eoorfteps. of Ruling. Elders. — Chap. x 


from thefirft Infticution: But theréareno foorttéps.at all of thofe 


Ruling Elders extant,.in, any Church, but thofe of Gerevab; and 


uch as live followed;thel pattee,, For. choughi fome tell-u8 of 


Church-Wardens and Veftry men inthe P arith Churches of England, 
who afliftithe Preachers in the governing of the Church, yet'thiere 
isa great difference between-them ‘and ‘Reling Elders. For.thefe 
Church-W ardens. and V etry men, aré-appointed'not for affiftanceto 
the Minifters: in. governing the ‘Church, but: for other purpofes: 
AsChitich-V aridens for keeping the Churches-ftock 9 and: laying ic 
out upon necellary repaires of the place.of Gods Worlhip, cal ed 
the Church ) and the Veftry being a company of the wifeft and 
richeit Parifhioners,. that have been, or.are'to be: Church-Wardéns, 
are exercifed in auditing the accompts of, the. Chateh-Wardens 
and’ Collectors. for’ the, poore. dsnd.-thoughnow-and. thenthey! are 


_ taken ap in-admonifhing. an. usraly neighbour ; yet: they doe 


it not by. Axiboritie, as, Rylers'y but. by, Chriftian. difcretion and 
charitie, : Pood tk An ohayy: vie 
Anfm. Wee doe not fay, that Church-Wardeny. and Vi eftryy men 
are the fame with Ruling Elders s for though they are-borh:chofe 
by the body of the Church, yet in the'choice, the quslificationsof 


Ruling! Elders arenot attended to 5 nor are they {0 ordzined,either 


with the like holy Sv/emmitie, or invefted with the fame meafure of 
ppiritwall, pawer.,.nor. allowed. to continye far life as Rusling Elders 
ares and ought to. be; Bat yerfuch.as they be,weamay feein them 
tome: fporiteps| and. remnants, Cand as it were Rudra » of that 
holy andiancient Ordinance, {o- much-as is efcapéd ‘out of the 
suines of /ntichriftian ApoftaSe: For-to- fz y nothing of Chancel-. 
lors, Gommiffaries, and: Officialls,.( who aremeere Ly: Eldersy and 
yet.adminiter, Chutch-Government > hotin one Church onely, 
but in many {cores of Churches, ) what other thing-foundeth the 
very: name of Church-Wardens, Gusrdiayi Ecclefie » but: Church- 
Guardians,or Church-Rulers ? And what is the company of Vee. 
firymen, but a kinde of aConfiftory 2 | | 

| Secondly; Though by the Sophiftry of Satan and of his Vicar 
( the man of fin) a great part of this care is transformed from or-. 
dering the fhiritaall body of the Church, to take care of the body of 
the m steriall Church or Temple, yer what power of Government is 


‘eft in. any. Congregation (befides Preaching the Word ) the 


Church= 


SE eg OS 


OD he KS ToS ee as wth Sse 
— Laan Se Se Lee ee SET mies —ootee 
2 Se Se eee eee SPSS vi 


b) 


Sea. 2.)  .The Duties of Ruling Elders. 


Chirch*Wardens-and Veftery men doe affit the MGiniftersin mana- 
ging the fame 's ‘they Obfetve all {candalous diforders, that are 
found inany of the Ohurch-Minifters or people, they admonifh, 
the offenders : And ‘though they be over-rulers to prefent all di(- 
orders ‘to the Cathédrall ChirrchCand'the Officers thereof), which., 
of right: they fhould*comiplaine of -( when. the offenders are in-_ 
corripiblé: Yonely ‘to their own Congtepation, yet it is an ufuall 
thitig*forthe® Bifhop;-and his ‘Ollicers, to returtie fich‘offenders’ 
Chavinefirft paid them their fees) to the Adinificr, and Church- 
Wardens, to make acknowledgement of their offences before them, 
and to profefle their amendment, of which alfo they muft bring a. 
Gertificare under the Ainifter and Church-Wardens hands. Yea, 
Cof ourrknowledge’) there be fome peculiar priviledged Churches 
in England, exempted from the Jurifdi@ion of the Bifbop, and his’ 
—. Officersy where the Church-W ardens, and Minifters, either by them- 
elves, or with the confent of the Congregation, doe tranfa&all 
that Government, which in other Churches the Bi/bop and his Of- 
ficers doe invadeand afurpe as to admonifh offenders, to enjoyne. 
acknowledgement of fcandalous offences, and to debarre from the 
Sacramentsy&c: ‘And by this means they repreffe idlenefle, drun~. 
kennefle , {wearing , Sabbath-breaking, and the like diforders, 
with) better fuctefle then other Townes can doe; who have the 
Kelpe of Major and Juftices; but not fo much fpirituall power in 
the Church? but by that power which is ftill left in fome Chur- 
ches unto'their AZimifters and Guardians, Cor Rulers ).it may not 
obfcurely:appeare, that anciently they did enjoy it amongft them- 
felves, before one Church began to Lord it over another. 

« Objet... Dhe other ObjeGion which is made againft Ruling El- 
dersis, Thatit'is a matter of perilous confequence to fet up Ru- 
les ‘in the @huych , arid that by Authoritie from the Word of: 
_God, when yet'the Word hath no where fer forth the limits and 

bounds of their Authoritie. pee | | 

‘ Anfw: -The word of God ‘hath clearly enough. limited the 
bounds ofa Ruling Elders Calling, and the worke of his Rule: - 
For finceall Ecclefrafticall power, is the power of the Reyes ; ( not of 
the Sword, Matth.16. 19.) And, the Kingdome of Chrift ts not of 
this world, Joh. 18,36. Ic is‘plaine,-no Church-Governour may _ 
take up the power of the ford, to wit, Civil Furifdittion , without 

| ee: ufurpa- 


‘The Duties of Ruling Elders. Chap. 22. 


-—ufurp ation 5 The power of. the fwor dis Princely 5. Lordl r But the 


power of the Koy is onely Stewardly and. Mjniftenialls Wor foi, ig 
faid ,the Keys of the Houfe of David to Bliakin,.Mana200%iAnd, 
be was mer the Hox i, Vere 15. Which: phrafe) of being’ over the. 
Houje, is tr anflated -properly., ‘Gen. 43.193 Stemard of ithe Hou. 
Seeing then the Kingdome of Chrift is firitmall 5 and nat, sérldf, 
and the Government’ of his Kingdome is,not Lordlys. but’ Stewardly 
and. Minifterialt > evident it ‘is that. thefe Ruling Elders in-the- 
Church, may onely attend to works. of éritwall and minifteriall 
Ryle : And further, becaufe-fuch aéts of fpirituall Rule, as are'difa\ - 
penced in the preaching of the Word, the Ruling Elders are not cal-- 
led to attend unto, but that worke is left unto.|Paftors. and. Teach) 
ers; Therefore plaine it is, that what atts foeyer of Spiritual Rule 
and Guvernment, Chrift hath committed to his Church ‘over and: 
above the Afiniftery of the Word and Sacraments”: All fach a&s of: 
Rule are committed to the Ruling Eldersjand none but fuch. 2. ~ 

' ‘To Inftance then in the particular. duties of the Ruling Elders 
Office: The Ruling Elders having received the: keys, of Chrifts 
Houle, as his Stewards ; it doth belong totheir Power. |. - 

_ 1. To open.and fhut the doores of Chrifts Houle or Church s thatis,. 


to admit and receive all members and_Officers into placein the 


Church, ( with the confent of the Church) and to keepe ont.the. 
unworthy : Hence Minifters are faid to be ordained ‘and admitted’ 
into office by the laying on of the hands of the Presbytery, i Tem. 


4.14. Andif Minifters be admitted through their hands-into of - 


fice in the Church , how much more private, members:.after: due 


_ tryall. 


2. If they have power to open the doores of the Church , by 
admitting officers and other members into the Church, and keep- 
ing out the unworthy, ¢ {butting the doores.againft them ) Then: 
they have.alfo power (with the content of the Church, and their 
fellow-Elders, as in the former ) to caft out of the Chrrch by Exccom- 
musmication tach as fall into {candalous offences within the Church, - 
and doe perfift therein ; For Ejufdem poteftatis eft: deftisneres cujus 
eft inftityere, The fame keys that have power to open the doores, 


_ have power to hut it. 


3. As it is the office of a Stewardin a family, fo itis ofthe Elders 
in the Church, To fée that none liye thordinately,. without a cal- 


ling, 
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“Se&i2. > The Duties of Ruleng Elders, 
lingsoridlely ina calling; but every one imployed and fev. a worke 
to hisLords,advantages2 Lhef,3..105115 12; Me vshie siorh 
ges a Steward inthe family is not to fuffer any mémbers in the 
family to hinder his fellows in his Lords work , {o neither oughe 
the Ruling Elder to fuffer any to walke {candaloufly in the Con- 
gregation 5 for that hindereth edification, which is’ the worke 
that-each one in his place is to fet forward in the,houfe of God : 
And:the Church-Rulers are to attend to fee it done accord~ 
ingly.) | a 4 oes vif . 
es It is the Ruling Elders office to prepare matters for the Con- 
ation,as much as may be, to prevent their trouble, by keeping: 
out fiich complaints, and other matters,:as are not yet ripe for the. 
Churches cognizance ; And by-ordering; fuch things as are to be. 
prefented to them ; Paul confulteth with the Elders as well as with 
- the Apoftles at Ferufalem, before he prefented himfelfe to the agi- 
tation of the Church, Ad. 21. 18.t024. : ¥ 
.6«Acbelongeth tothe Ruling Elders as well as to the Estate 
to moderate the carriage of all matters in the Congregation Af- 
fembled, as to call on Strangers of other Churclies or members to 
{peak upon occafion, Ag, 13.15, And fuch as may call men forth 
to fpeak, may call for filence when {peech is unfeafonable. 
vg. Thofe Elders of Ephefus, whom Past fent for , to wit, both 
the Teaching and Ruling Elders, ( Acts 20. 17.) thofe he commands 
to feed the flock of God, zr. 28. which implyeth they fhould be 
able, not onely co rule, but to inftruc& the people, though not by 
attending to a word of Exbortation, (which is the Paftors office ) 
nor by attending to a word of doctrine, ( which isthe Teachers ot- 
fice) yet by attending to a word of Admonition ; For the Apottle 
maketh Adimonition the worke of themthat'are over the Church in 
the Lordy 1 Thef'§. 12. thatis, that Rule over them. The fame 
word which is aferibed to Ruling Elders, (1 Tim.5-17-) whom he 
jayneth with thofe chat Jabourin word.and do¢trine in both pla- 
ces. And indeed Rule without counfell and inftruGion is dumbe.. 
Thus all Elders areapt to teach, according to 1 Tim. 3. 5. : 
_§, Ivis.a part of cheis office ( though it be-not theirs alone )to 
vifit the fick,(efpecially when they are fent for )and together with. 
~ {ome counfell and admonition to pray for them, and to helpe for- 
ward their {pirituall eftate 5 as Fart. 5:14, 15516. 3 te 
vey €& 


. 


‘Of DeacdksiorwssinG soy Chape2.2 


Wee have been'the more large in clearing ‘the feverall foresof | 
thele Elders, which Chrift hath ordainedin his Church, 'becaufe 
wee finde Satan hath been very bufie’to fet the wits‘ofmenawork, 
both to confound the feverall Funétions of the Paftor and Teacher; 
and utterly to abandon the office of a Ruling Elder, Sony 

Now for Deacons, which are the other ordinary Officers; ordai=~: 
ned by Chrift for the perpetuall fervice of the Church'» Albanen' > 
doe acknowledge themboth tobe In ftituted exprefly in cheSerip~' 
tures, ( Ads 6.2.to 6. 1 Tim.3.8. to 13.) and continued in. the: 
Church throughout all ages, though not without fundry mixtures 
of corruptions in the prattife ofthe Church, which is impertinent: 
to our purpofe to profecate, who onely intend ‘td:declareiand. 
cleare our owne pra&ife and proceedings. > Soositkos esrb 

Deucons therefore wee referve in our Churches, but without di+: 

_ ftin&tion of pre-eminence of fome-of them above others much 
lefle over the Minifters and Elders : Neither’ doe wee imploy then. 
about the Miniftery of che Word, nor about the Government of 
the Church ; For the Apoftles thought themfelvesunmeety both: 
to attend to the Miniftery of the Word, and'to prayer, and to 
ferve Tables alfo; And therefore the worke which the Apoftles. © 
laid downe, and-which the Dewcons'were eleGted and ordained: 
to takeup, was the ferving of Baubles, Ad. 6. 2. to wit, the fer- , 
ving of all thofe Tables which pertained tothe Churclt'to pro-i” 
vide for, which are, the Lords Table, the Tables of the Miniftérs: 
Cor Elders) of the Church, and the Tables of the poore brethren, 
whether of their own body, or ftrangers ; for the maintaining 
whereof, wee-doe not appoint them to goe up and:downe'to'col 
le& the Benevolences of abler Brethren, but asthe Apoftles:receb: 
ved the oblations of the Brethren , brought and laid downe at: 
their feete, ( AGs 4.35.) and thereby made diftribution as ‘the 
aed ufe of the Church required ; fo the Deacons being or- 
dained to take up and execute that part of the office which the 

_ Apoftles laid downe ; they receive the Oblations of the Brethren 
every Lords day;brought unto them«and laid downe' before them) 
or elfe brought unto them on the week day, and diftribute the 


fame, as the ufe and need of the Church doth require. | 
| Vat SremIlI- 
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‘AS for Widowess whom ‘Paul {peaketh of, as Servants tothe 
Church, (2 Timi 5. 95:10:): weelook at them as ht Afiftants 


eo the Deacons, inminiftering to thefick poore Brethren in fundry 


sieedtull fervices, which arenot fo fit for men to put their hands 
utito’: onely wee finde it fomewhat rare.to finde a woman of fo 

reat an age (asthe Apoftlé defcribeth,to wit,of threefcore years) 
arid withall; to be fo:hearcy, and healthy, and ftrong, as to be fic 
to undertake fuch afervice. | ren 


Be biel ot Rey 


Churches: withall ; wee come tow to'de-~ 
hey are Chofen and Ordained unto their 
Offices. . 
Sy Wihen therefore any of che Churches are detticute of any of 
thiseOticers; the Brethren obthe Church (according to the Apo= 
Alas advice; in defect of Dezconsyandifo im’ defe&-of a!l other: Oi- 
ficers’) they laok out front amongst sbemflves, {uch perfons as are in 
fome meatuire qualified according to ‘the direction of the Words 


Elders according tot Tamiz. 2. to 7. Tit.t. 6.to 9. Deacons accord= 


ing c0U4dig 603. VTi. 3.8. to 12 For the Church hath not 49> 
_ folure powerco choofe whom they lift, but minifferizll power ondly; 
rochoofe whom Chrift hath chofen, hath gifted and fited for 
tye: If the Church can finde ont none fuch in their'own body, 
they-fend to any other Church for fr fapply , and.each Church 
looker acic'as their dutie to bemutually helpfall one to another, 
in Yeelding what fupply they may, without too much prejudice to 
themfelves, according to Cant. 8.85 9- Such being recommended 
eo them for fach.a work, they take fome time of tryall of them, 
parely by their owne obfervation and communion with thei, 
partly by confulcation with the E/dets of other Churches Cconti= 
‘nuine there) in fo great a work ; to fulfill the command, of the A- 
poftle, Lay bands fuddenly on no ma, 3 Tim: 3. 22. For every. man 


of good gifts is not alwayes endowed with an honelt dgestit 
. Sere eart 3 


vegans: os 


heart and every good heart is not fitted to clofe ( fo fully as were 
meet ) with every good people: Every key is not fit to open every 
Lock;nor every good mans gift fit to edifie every people:But when 
upon tryall, the Church:doth fide ¢very mans pirit among th 
delirous of the fellowthip.of the man, and his gitts 3 then the} a- 
gree amongft themfelves upoma certain days wherein in a folemne 
manner they intend to Ele& him to office amongft themfelves. 
Of this they give notice to all the neare adjoyning Churches, 
_ whom and when, and to what office they intend to choofe facha 
man, whont they nominate to them 5 intreating their prefence, 
and brotherly counfell, and afliftance at the day appointed : They 
give notice alfo thereof unto the Governour,and fuch other of the 


Magiftrates , as are near to them, that the perfon to be chofen 


meeting with no juft exception from any , may finde the greater 
incouragement and acceptance from all. Laialss a 
When the day is come, it is kept as a day of humiliation, with 
_ fafting, praying, and preaching the Word , according to the pat-= 
terne, AG. 14. 23.& 13. 1, 25 3. | | 
Towards the end of the day, one of the Elders of the Church 
Cif ‘they have any:) if not, one of the graver Brethren of the 
Church, (appointed by themfelves to order the worke of the 


°* day )itandeth up and inguireth of the Church, If now after this ~ 


* folemne feeking of God for his counfell and dire@tion in this 
** weightie work, they ftill continue in their purpofe,to ele& fach 
“a one for their own Paftor, or Teachersor Reling Elderwhom be- 
“¢ fore they agreed upon; Then having taken their filence fora 
confent to their purpofe,He proceedeth to inquire into the appro- 
bation of the reft of the Affembly, not onely the Mcflengers, and 
Brethren of other Churches prefent,but of all that ftaad by be- 
caufe an Elderis to be a man of good report of them that are without, 
( 1 Tim. 3.7.) how much more well approved of the Churches 
“ of Chrift? He demandeth therefore of the Churches firft, and 
“then of the reft, whether any of them have knowne of any evill, 
“inthe man prefented before them, either in judgement’, or 
“ practice, which might give them: juft caufe to forbeare his ele- 
tion? Ifall keepe filence (as ufually they doe, for if any have any 
jutt exception againft the man, he is wont to acquaint fome or o- 


ther of the Church with it before the day) he turneth himéelfe to 


the 
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the Church againe. Now feeing allis clear for theirfree eleftionof 


him to fuch an office, he defireth all che Brethren of that Church; 
 todeclare their EleGtion of him with one accord 5 by lifting up 
"their hands which being done, he defireth to know of the partie 
chofen, whether he doth accept of that calling, which the Church 
hath given him in the name ot Chrift unco that office? He having 
exprefied his acceptance ( upon fuch grounds, as wherein he hath 
chiefly feene the hand of God leading ‘him thereunto, ) the Elder 
doth then admonith the Church what duties the Lord requireth 
of them all in his Word towards him, whom they have thus che- 
fens And afterwards advertifech him what duties the Lord requi- 
-. roth of him in that place towards the Church And having taken 
she acknowledgements of them both, of their mutual! dutie to- 
_ wards one another ; He then with the Presbytery of that Church 
Cifthey have any, ifnot two or three others of the graveft Chri- 
ftians ationgit che Brethren of that Church,being depated by the 
“body: } doe dn the name of the Lord Jelus ordaine him unto 
© that Office , wich impofition of hands , calling upon the Lord, 
“ (wiio hath furnifhed him with fpirituall gifts, and bowed: the 
“¢ hearts of the Church to call himto that office) to accept and 
< owne him therein, to enlarge his heart and {pirit, according to 
-¢€ af che duties thereof, to breath in all his adminiftrations, and 
€ to guide and bleffe all his going out and coming in before them « 
And fo turning his fpeech upon the perfon on whom their hands 
< are impofed, He as the mouth of the Presbytery, expreflech their 
¢¢ ordination of him to that ofice in the name of the Lord Jefus, 
and puts a folemne charge pon him to looke well to himfelfe, 
<¢and to the whole flock} over which the Holy Ghoft hath made 
<<'hiny an overfeer, 4s onethat mutt give account of all their foules 
¢¢ unto the great Shepheard of the fheep, at the day of his appear~ 
“ing. After this the Elders of their Churches prefent, obfer- 
wing the prefence of God , both in the duties of that day per- 
formed by the Officer then chofen:, and ordained, and in the 
orderly proceeding ‘of the Church to his Elettion and Ordina- 
tionone of them in the name of all the reft, doth give unto 
him the right band of fellowfbip , in the fight of all the Afflembly, 
tettifying their Brotherly acceptance of him, and their thank- 


Gilnetle to God for his gracious gift beltowed on him, and doth 
: G exhort 


42 


Of the Power of the Church.ix Elefion. Chaps 23 


exhort hint inthe Lord to-fulfill the miniftery which he hath Te= : 


ecived of the Lord). : 


‘And, fo after publick praife given to God by him in the name — 


of the Church; hediflolveth the Affembly witha Bleffing.. 
znbvod SY Senito 1:8 Som don iM A 


Or our calling of Deacons, we hold it not neceffary to ordaine 


them with like folemnitie, of fafting and prayers, as is ufed in. 
the Ordination of Elders ; becaufe wee doe not reade the Apoftles, 


ave any prefident thereof in the Ordination of the firlt Deaconsat 
Gernfalems A&.6.. But the Brethren of the Church having looked 
out among themfelves men fitly qualified for that calling, accord- 
ing to the Scriptures formerly mentioned, and having made fome 
proofes of them according tothe: Rule( 1 Ti.3.10.) the Elders 
with the confent of the Church upon fome Lords day, or other 
publick holy meeting, doe ordainethem to the Office,and appoint 
them over that butinefle, wich prayer and impofition ofhands. 


SE c Te VI. 
Cy Two things are here demanded ;F irft, by what war- 


rant the People choofe their Officers? : 
Anfw. From the Prefident of the Apoftolicall ChurchesTn the 


_ choofing of an Apoftle, the voices of people went as farre as any 


humane Suffrages could goe 3: of an hundred.and twentys they 
chofe two, and prefented them before the Lord, and his Apoftles. 
And becaufe an Apoftle was immediately to be called of God, out 
of thofe two God chofe one, 4G. 1. 15-23. 26. Ad, 14.23. The 
fApoftles are faid to have ordained Elders by lifting up of hands, (to 
wit, of the people ) as the original word implieth : And themul- 
titude of the Difciples are dire&ed by the Apoftles to look outand 
choofe feven Deacons, A&. 6.3.15. , es es 
The prattice of fircceeding Churches for many yeares after, is 
plaine from Cyprians words, Lib. 1. Epift. 4- Plebs maximt potefta- 
tens haber vel dignos Sacerdotes eli gendisvel indignos recufandi. | 
Objet#. 2. It isalfo demanded, by what warrant doth a particu- 
far Church depute fuch who are not Preshyters, to lay their hands 


upon 
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Se&.7 The Church the Subjett of Ecclefiajticall Power. 


upon Presbyters ® Were it not more regular and orderly to repaire 
co fome Bithop, to receive inepofition of bands from him? or as the 
Presbyters in every Church in Crete, received impofttion of bands 
from Titus’ who was left in Crete with Epifcopall Authoritie for 
chat very ends Tit. 1-5 ? or rather‘then take inspofition of bands 
from 1aj-men (as they are called)) why doenet the Churches-rather 
- ‘intreat the Elders of other Churches to fupply the defete of their 
owne Presbytery, by the Presbyters of other Churches * a 
Anf! The warrant by which each particular Church doth de=' 
pu fome of their own body ( though not Presbyters ) to lay their’ 
ands upon thofe whom they have chofen to be their Preshyters, 
- ig protinded upon the Power of the keys, which the Lord Jefus 
Chrift (who received all fulneffe of Power from the Father ) hath 
iven to the Church: For the power of the keys, is the power of 
opening and fhacting, binding, and looking, Adatehe16. 19. And 
chis'is giveri°to the whole Church met together “in his name, 
Mat. 18. 18: Whatfeever ( ith Chrift, peaking of the Church ) 
yee {ball binde on earth,(ball be bound in heaven, and whatfoever yee {ball 
booje om'earth, (ball be looféd iz beaven : which is the whole minifte~ 
riall power of the Keys. [POUND 7 ih 10-3 


Se ero varie 


Objet. 1. e Church is not'the firft fubje€ and receptaele of 
“+ «|b call Eeclefiafticall power’; For though’ the Church 
ele& a Paftor or other Elder,yet the office of a Puftor is from Chrift, 
Eph, 4.8. And fois ‘his Authoritie from Chrift alfo ; And if hie 
have ‘neither’ his Office, nor his Authoritic from the Church, 
how can he be ordained by the impofition of the’ hands of the 
Churth? iss) 40 vows S081 Ta rene ce 
>| Anfo.n, Though the officeof a Paftor itt'gencrall be immediately 
from Chrifty and the auchoritié from hint alfo, yet thie application 
of thiis office, and of this authoritie to this ele perfon, is by the 
Church ; and therefore the Church hath fafficient and juft war- 


rant, as to elect'and call a Presbyter unto office, fo to ordaine him , 


0 ity by impofition'of hands ‘They that ‘have*Power' to ‘elect 
King, have power ‘al(' to depute forie“in ‘their’ nathe to fet the 
-Crowneuponthis head. >” Ra 
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The Church the Subje# Chap. 2. 


Anfr,2. Asthe Authoritie of the Paftor, and other Elders, is 
not from the Church, but from Chrift; foneither is their Office 
-and Authoritie from the Bifhop, nor from the Presbytery, nor from 
the Claffis of Presdyterses ; Yecherefore that were a juft impediment, 
why the Church thould not Jay..hands.upon their ele& Paftors or. 
Biders, becaufe neither their office, nor their Authoritie,. is fronr 
the Chureh; then neither may the: Bifbop, nor the Presbytery nor” 
the Clafis lay their hands upon them; becaufe.cheir.office and. Au- 
thoritie is nomore(nor fo mach, from them,as. from the Church 5. 
nor by this Argument might the Apoftles shemfelves.(.if they, were: 
prefent ) ordaine Officers, becaule neishar the ufice nar the,Aatho~ 
ritie is from the Apoftles, but.from Chriftionely.,. Neither. will it 
follow from hence(asfome objet) thatif the Elders receiveditheir, 
ordination from the Church, then they.fhould execute! their office. in. 
the Churches namzyor that then they gray. be more.or'leffe. diligent. 
in their office iat the Churches Asia eclote that then-the Ghuch, 
hath a Lord+like power over them, orthat then: the Elders mufhres 
ceive their-errand.from the Church,.as an. Ambafladour'dothi from 
hinrfrom.whom.he receiveth. his. .Gonmniffion; or thac-then the 
Church, in defect of all Officers,may performe all disfies of their hf 
ficersy (as to adminifter Sacraments, andthe like.) 
None of all thefe mings will follow; Fors. Moft of thefe Ob-. 
jeCtions doe ftrike as much again zmpofition of hands by Bifhops or 
| Presbyters. 2..' Though the; Bidens, doe: receive che!-application of 
their office and. of their power4y the: Churclts yet riot from the 
Church, ;.or if fcornthe Church muinifterialy onelysas itttitments 
unite Chit. So. that they cannot.choofe or orduine\ whom they 
pleafe; ro. whut office.chey, pleafe, but whom they fee the'Liond Fefur 
barb prepared\ and ficted.tor chem, andas.it-werey chofén-and-or- 
dained to their hands : nor may they inlarge or firaiten'the li= 
mits of. his: office whom; they sdog elec, or drdainé, but\asthe- 
Lordshath preferibed:, norcan they, give hin any erranilsbup onely. 
a Charge to-léoke torhe.miniftery whichihe bath received fromthe Lardy 
nor have they anymore Lordly, powen,guer bimsthert.he over shépn,, 
bot both minifferiallsas,they-have. received, fromthe Lord; nei- 
canféchac-by appointment from, Chrift, pertaineth onelyitofiich 
as arc called. by office to preach. the Gofpel,.041,28;:19,:20. As for 


wautnale 


mutual) infrruttion and admiffion , election and ordination of Officers, 
opening of the doores of the Church by. admiffion of members, and 
fhutting the fame by Charch-Cenfures 5 thefe things they may. doe 
Cif need be) without Officers 5 yeas and if all their Oticers were, 
found culpable, either in heretical Doftrine,or fcandalous crime, * 
ot the Church hath lawfull Authoritieto proceed to thecenfute, = 
of them all: For they that asa Church might admonifh Archippus , 
(Col. 4.17.) might Cincafe he had not hearkened to their admo- 
nition )-haye proceeded againit him to Excommunication 5 And 
they that might fo proceed againft one of their Othcers 5. might in 
like fore (upon like ground ) proceed againtt them all, which they 
~~ could not daeff the Churth did receive the power of the keys not 
- immediately from Chrift, but from the Presbyters:And-yet in fuch 
cafés our Churches are never wont to proceed,but in the prelence, 
and-with the:confent and approbation of other Churches 5 as. _ 
knowing that in fiich weightie cafes, 27 the muliitude of Counfellors 
there is faferiexs And» as the Church doth not choofe any Elders, 
but inthe prefence, and with the approbation of other Churches ; 
fo meither dothit proceed to the cenfure of them,but with thelike 
graveand folenuie afiftance.. 1. - | 
hObjelio2. Phe» Apoftles received: the-power of the keys zmac- 
diurely feo Clit, Fob. 20,23 And therefore the Church recei-. 
ved'it fromthe Apoftles, and the Officers of the Churches from 
- themalfo,.and not from the Church: 
|... \Aafe. Teisitrnes the Apoftles being extraordinary Officers, 
_. agthicy were immediately callediand chofen of Chrift , not by the 
 @Hurch; fo they weit moft of them ordained by Chrift,.and not 
by: the Church; And yet not all of them neither: For Paxl-and 
_ Barnabas, though chofm to.che Apoftolicall office emmggiasely from 
Gods yet they were ordsined to that office by the impofition of hands, 
of'fome ofticerssormembers of che Church, 44.13.23. Bur that 
hindereth notybucasthe Apoftles received) their powerimmediately 
from Chit’, fo'did che Church -receive their power immediately 
from Chrift'alfos For he thandaid tothe Apottles, W’rofe finnes yee 
reraine, they are retained ; whofé finnes. yee remit, they are remitted... 
€Joh; 20223%) Healfo faid to the Church, Whatfoever yee bindeion 
eleth, foal be borind in beaven , and what foever yee (hall loofeson earth, 
(bill be loofed imbeaveny Mat. 18. 18. which is a Commiffion of the 
fame power,.and to the fame effect. | ae 
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46 Diocefan Bifbops 710. © Chaps 2s: 
If then the Chirch have received,as well as the Apoftles, the fame: 
_ Commiflion of Church-Power, ( {0 farre as it is of perpetuall uf). 

that though the Church then prefented their Officers chofen’ by = 
“them, to receive Ordinatio from the Apoftles, yet when the Apo- 
ftles are-ceafed, and no other fucceffors left'in their roome; from: 
whom their Officers might receive 0 ination, but front the Pref~ 
bytery of their own’ Church , then where: fuch a Preshyterycis yet 
wanting, and their power is now to be exectited, the Church hath’ 
full power to give ordination to them themfelves, by the impofi=. 
tion of their hands, = 9 -«: ON OL gin sls vids 


\ 
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Objet. 7 Hen the Apoftles ceafed, Bifbops were left as fuccet 
fors in their roome ; As Timothy in Ephefisyand 
Zitws in Crete , to ordaine Elders in every Church, Tit.1.5.. 
Anfw. Timothy and Titus were not left to ordaine Elders as Bi< 
foops, but as Evangelifts, whofe office was alike extraordinaryin the 
Church, as that of Apoftles and Prophets, (Eph.4. 11-) Their work 
being to follow the Apoftles, and fo fet forward the work which 
the Apoftles had begun , whereto the Apoftles called them forth, 
and direéted them; And not to keepe fetled refidence in any one 
Church,as Elders doe, or in any one Nation of Churches,as Bifbops 
doe : Timothy is expre{ly commanded to doe the work of an Evange- 
lift, 2 Tim. 4. 5. And Titus was not ordained a Bifbop at Crete , 
but left in Crete’ as having travelled up and downe with Paul, 
Gal, 2. 3..and comming to Crete was left to dire&t the Gretian bes 
leevers in their Church-affaires, after Pauls departure: afterwards 
he departed to Dalmatia, 2 Tim. 4.10. Sometimes Pav! appointed 
him to meet him at Nicopolis, Tit. 3.12. Sometimes he fent himto 
Corinth, 2 Cor. 12.18. And commends him (as his partnerand — 
fellow-helperJtothe Church of Corinth: And at Troas,Paul found 
no reft:in his fpirit, becaufe he found not Titus his Brother, 
2 Cor.2. 13. And in Macedonia he found much comfort, becaufe he 
found Titus there, 2Cor.7.§,6. Which argueth his calling was 
not Epifcopall to reft in accertaine charge, but. to travell up and 
downe with the Apoftles sor after them, or ‘whither ‘the Holy 
‘Ghoft thould lead them forth to help forward thework of Chri, 
and the Apoftles. ‘ Odjekf, - 
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| Se&8.. not in Ecslefiafticall:Power. 
Objet... But in the Sub{criptions ofthe Epiftles of Paxito them, 
Titus is called the firft ordained Bifbop of all rhe Cretians: And Timo= 
shy the fir/t ordained Bifbop of the Church of Ephefus. = | 
| Anfro. The Subferiptions-of Pauls Bpiftles , both thofe and the 
reft, are no part of Canonicall Scripture; but Apocrypha, not writ= 
ten by the Apoftles themfelves, but. by fome Scribes that copied 
shem out in after ages, as is obferved by many learned: both Pro- 
- teftants and Papifts: In particular this Sabfeription in the Epiftle 
to Titus containeth an apparent miftake;for the Subferption aiths 
she Epiftlemas written from Nicopalis to Macedonia yas if Paxl\ had 
been at Nicopols when he wrote this Epiftle: which conceit in the 
Scribe fprang from a miftake of Pauls words, Tit.3. 12. where Pazl 
bids Titus be diligent to come to mee to Nicopolis for I bave determined 
shere to winter; but Pax! doth not fay » 1 have determined bere to 
winter, (as if he werethere already in Nicopols ) but I have deter~ 
mined there to winter, to wit, ae togoe thither for to 
winter. The Subfriptios of the Epiftle to imothy, {tiling him the — 
ficft ordained Bifbop of the if eae will not ftand with the Apo- 
ftles charge to him in the fame Epiftle, (2 Tim. 4.5.) doe the work, 
of an Evangelift.-For a Bifbop was to attend with perfonall refi- 
dence upon his charge, 4@. 20.28. But an Evangelift was to tra= 
vell up and downe with the Apoftles, or after them ; to come ana 
goe at their appointment :: As Paul there doth command Timothy 
20 be diligent to come tobim, 2 Tim: 4. 9.21: Againe when Paul ad- - 
dreffech himfelfe cogoeto Rome (from whence this. Subjeription tel- 
lezh us this Epiftle was written.) he intending to pafle by Macedonia 
to Romes (AG 19.21) belought Timathy to abide ftill at Ephefuss 
1 Tim. 1.3. But if Timothy had been the Bifhop, ordained of the E- 
phefiant, his dutie vould have bound bins vo abide there and {hould 
not have needed Pauls intreaty fo to doe. | 7 
... Befides when Pay in ithat journey came to Milerus, he called 
for the Elders of Epbefits A&. 20.17. whom alfo he named Bi- 
oops ; for fo the Greek word is, which is tranflated overfecrs, +28. 
and then Pan! acknowledged no fuch fingular ordination of any 
to.a tranfeendent Epifcopacy, but what was common to all the Elders 
| of Ephefis ; But-that it may further appeare, that it was.not the 
-- Garene of Paul, or'of the ocher Apottles, to dire&t the Churches to 


fend the Elders whom they have. chofen, unto any a uaa 
, or 
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Cor Diocefar_) Bifbop for ordination, nor lef any to like eminenc 
place after Timothy and Titus to performe that work ; Let it be 
confidered, that there is no direétion atall in the Epittles of Pag! 


or of any Bifbop over many Churches. - pO 0160 Of SIR DM 

For 1. The Bifbops Paul {peaketh of in Timothy, of whofe quali= 
fication he giveth dire&tion 1 Tim. 3: 2. to 7. he calletl: them all 
( when he commeth to give order for their maintenance ) by the 
name of Elders; fome Ruling Elders ; fome Labouring: inh Word 


to Timothy and Titus, for the Churches. ele&tio of any Evangelift, | 


ie 


and Dottrine : And in his Epiftle.to Tita 3 the. Eldersemphich: Pk 
left Titus to-ordaine in every Citic, he callech them Bibs Tina. 


5-7« Now of thefe he appointetht ews Eiders; and annatty Bifbopie tn, 
one Citie, or Church; not many Cities.or Charches andes ore Bpe 
fhop, A&. 14.23 Elders in every Catie, AC. 2019548: Naty E idewg 
and Bifhops in the Church of Ephefus, Phil. 12: ax: Mery Bufbopaeg 
well as many Deaéonss in one Churchof Philippe s iandkbae 4 pOOFE 
one too 5 for Philippi was a Churclrity Macedonia, AGE 19: And 
all the Churches of Macedonia bad ‘tryall of deep povervie, 2Cor, 8. 
153i F ; | 
; 2. In the Epiftles to Timothy and Titus, thereds no difference at 
all put, of any one Bifbop above his fellows except onely the diffe- 
rence of Reding and Teaching Elders, 1 Tim. 5: 17. And ‘thofe as 
they are not fet over many Churches 5 fo neither are any of them fee 
above his fellowes; onely the Preachers are allowed more reverence 
and maintenancethen the Rulers. Ifthe Holy Ghoft had appoin- 
ted fome singular Bifbops above the reft; of any tranfcendent and 
eminent office, he would haveappointed him alfo fome eminent and 
tranfcendent proper work of his office : But what thall'that be ? thalf 
it be Ordination, as Hicrome faith, ( {peaking of the Bifbops in his 
time ; Quid facit Epifcopws excepta ordinatione quod Preshyter non fas 
cit?) Why, that is a work of Rule's or fhall it be hearing accufations 
againft Elders, and cenfaring them accordingly ; ast Tine. 5.19, 
20? Why, that is a work of Rule alfo. Now the Apoftle acknow- 
ledgeth no A&s of Rule, nor any Elders (or Bifbops) that doe Rule, 
as worthy of greater bonow then fuch Elders as labour in Word and 
Dottrine,: Tim. 5. 17. Itis therefore apparently contradiGory to 
the inftitutions given by Paul inthe Epiftles to Timothy and Titus, 
to fet up any eminent or tran{cendent Bifhop in the Church, in 


refpe& 


’ 
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Se&. 9- by Divine Inflitution. 


refpett of Rule, or exercife of office of more honour and power, then 
‘pertaineth to all the Minifters of the Word. So that evident it iss 
that neither Ordination, nor Jurifdittion, (which are both of them 
A&ts of Rule) areto be fetched from tranfcendent Bithops, but 
pertaine indifferently to all the Presbyters. e 


Sic rT. 1X. 


Objekt. Bz if no tranfeenlent aks of Furifdittion and rule be re- 
ff ferved unto one Bifbop alone above other Minifters; 

how comieth it then to pafle, that in Rev. 2. 3. each fingwar Angel 
in the Churches of Afiz,is admonithed, and reproved alone forall 
the faults that are found in his Church, whereof he is the Angel ? 
Why fhould one Angel alone be charged with the guilt ofall thofe 
Gults in the Church, ifit were notin his hand alone to redreffe 
and punifh them? 

Anfr. Wis an ufvall'thing with John ( and found alfo in other 
Scriptures ) to ufé the name of Angel not fingilarly for one perfon, 
but collectively for a company, adminiftring the fame work : As the 
feven Angels that founded the fever Trumpets, and che feven Angels 
that powred out the fever Vialls, were not fever fingular perfons, 
but fever companies, or forts of perfons, performing that fervice. 
And when David faith, the Angel of the Lord pitcheth bis Tent about 
them which feare him, Pfal.3 4.7. He {peaketh not of one Angel alone, 
but of many of them ; For one alone cannot pitch his Tents about 
all them that feare God. And that fobr in the fecond and third 
Chapters of the Revelation, did, not meane by the Angel of the 
Church one fizgular perfon, but the whole company of the Minifters 
ofthe Church (the whole Presbytery of perfons, more then one ) 
it is evident by his fpeech unto them, as unto many ; The Devill 
(faith he) hall caft fome of yor into Prifon, Rev. 2. 10. Some of yous 
which implies more then one. And againcin Rev. 2.24. {peaking un- 

tothe Angel of the Church of Thyatira, But unto you *, I fay, and 
unto the reft of Thiatira; which argueth that the Angel diftin- 
guithed from the reft of the Church, was more then one perfon ; 
For he faith to you in the plurall number. 

Objeét. But now, fay fome; Letit be fo then, if fuch-eminent 
and tranfcendent Bifbops (that is, ep: Bifbops.) who claime a 
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overithe Elders of another. As.the Apoftles having all of them re- 


power of the keys, (as hath been fhewed above.) they none of them 


Presbyters.of other Churches ‘Chap. 2. 


j : ST 
pecrelefJe power in Ordination and Furifdittion to them{elves alone. 
have no:foot-hold in the Scripture, then let them. neither have 
name, nor place; portion, right, nor memorial in the Chrittian 
Churches) of the new Teftament. But yer neverthelefle, the Apo- 
{tle is cleare for a Presbytery,and acknowledgeth impofition of hands 
( even upon Timothy, how much more upon other Elders ?)by the 
Presbytery, 1 Tim. 4. 14. 3 

Anf. Wee willingly alfo acknowledge the fame, where God: 
hath furnifhed any Church with a Presbytery, to themat pertain- 
eth to ordaine by impofition of hands, any Elders or Deacons that 
fhall be chofen by. office, by the-Church committed to them: ~_ 
But if the Church wan: 2 P resbytery, for want of Elders; they Bye | 


a warrant to repaire to the Presbytery of another Church 5.to impok 
hands upon their ele& Elders, ‘ 3 pote 


Our Reafons bes 
Firft, Ordination by impofition of hands, is a work of Church. 
Power, as all men acknowledge: Now as no Church hath Power. 
over another, but all of them ftand in Brotherly equalitie one. 
towards another; fo the Presbytery of one Church, hath no Power 


Pa ae ae od pee mien 


ceived the fanie Commiffion( Fob. 20. 23.) hadnoneof them power 
over another ; {o the Churches having received all of them the fame. 


have power over anozheryand therefore no power of ordination of one - 
anothers Offtcers. a! | 
As.every Church hath equ.dly received the (ame power of the 

fo ought they to be ic rowite ftand faft ili nie = be 
of the keys as itis a priviledge and:libertie purchafed to.the Church’ 
by the bloud of the Lord Fefus 5 fo.at.a leffe rate it may not be alienated 
from the Church. Chrift by his death and refurreftion hath. cb- 
tained all power, both in heaven and in earth, AZat.28.48, Phil.os 
8, 9,10. find looke where he hath communicated the fame by his 
‘Teitament, ratified in his bloud , there ic. ought to remaine and: 
not to be removed out of their hands, by the hand of man or An-- 
gel. Whenceit appeareth unlawfull for any Church of Ghrift to 
put over that power which they have received of Chrift, out of 
their own hands, into the hands of the Presbyters of other Chur-- 
ches. The Apoftles having received all of them equall power from: 


Ghrift,.. 
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Seat. 9. may help by Counfell,not by Authoritie. 


Chrift, it was not lawfull for them by common confent, to have: 
conferred upon Peter and Paul, James and Fobn, a tranicendent go- 


yernment over them all. Iffome of che Apoftles feeme to be pilars, 
asis faid of Peter, fames and ohn, Gal. 2.9. and fo more eminent 
in gifts then all their brethren, it may put upon their brethren aa 


expediency, and fometimes a weceffitie to call upon them for more 


counféll, but not to:call them to mure Authoritie. In like fort, if-a 
Church in a Citie, and the Officere thereof, be of more eminent 
gifts and graces, then a Church in a village, itis a juft occafion for 
the Church in the zzllage, to liften the more after the counféll of the 
Church in the Cztze, but not to fubmit the more unto their 4z- 
thoritie in the way of fubjection. And fo it is true, a Claffis of the 
Presbyters of many Churches may excell (in more varietie of all abi- 


" Fities .) then the Presbytery of any ove Church, yet that onely rea- 


cheth to make their cown/éll che more weightie and acceptable, but 
not toinveftthem with more rule or more autboritie. Thirdly, Ifa 
Church fhall fend to the Presbyters of another Church for ordination 
of their Elders, they niay as well repaire and fabmit to them for cen~ 


 furing of their offenders ; And would not that be a manifeft tranf- 
greflion of the royall law of Church-Government, 4atth.18. 15, \_ 


165 175 18.1fa Brother fee his brother falne into a {candall, and 
after dealing with him firft himfelfe alone, and then with thecon- . 
viction of two or three witneffes,find him to giveno fatisfaction at" 
all, whither fhall the offended brother repaire? If to the Church 
whereof the brother offending is a member, that is indeed accord- 
ingto therule, but what need is there then, or what ground of 
repairing to the Preshyzers ot other Churches ? by what Authori- 
tie fhall they proceed to cenfure the offender that is a member of 
another Church ? os | 
Indeed if a Brother offended fhall complaine to the Church 

whereof the offending brother is a member, and the Church neg- 
le& to doe their dutie, through prejudice, or partialitie, or other 
remif{nefféit may then be Jawfillto make ufe of the brotherly love 
and brotherly communion, which one Church oweth and bear- 
eth to another. The brother offended, and not fatisfied. with che 
proceedings of his own’ Church againtt the offence, may, then re- 
pairetothe Elders of other Churches, and'crave their judgement 
arid'countell in the café‘in hand sand if they doe not approve upon 
pends | 2 good 
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Of the Aadition Chap. 3. 


good inquirie the proceedings of their fifter-Church , they may ? 


admonith the Elders of that Church ‘touching what they judge - 


_amiffe. But ifthe Elders hearken not unto them, the Elders who. 


admonilh them, being unfatisfied smay acquaint their own Chureh- 
with the offence of their neighbour Church, and then in the name« 
of the Lord, and of their own Church, they may admonith them 
thereof, by Letters and Meffengers fent to them to that purpofes. 
If yet the Church admonifhed,hearken not unto them,the Church ; 
‘offended may and ought to acquaint their neighbour Churches- | 
therewithall, who may joyne with them ; 
offending Church of their fin, and fo prevaile with them unto re+_) 
formation , or elfe Cifthey perfift in obftinacy ) they may from : 
thenceforth withdraw all continuance of brotherly 
them, till they acknowledge their tranfgreffion ; which is as farre:. 
as Churches may goe in a Church-way, in cafe of obftinacy ofa . 
neighbour-Church in any offence, and fo farre they may goe ac- 
cording to the proportion of the rule, AZst. 1 8.15, 16, 17. Look 
what rule a brother is to attend unto in fecking to heale the offence 
of « brather,the {ame rule may and ought a fifter-Church to attend 
unto in, feeking to heale an offending fifter-Church> And looke as 
Paul who had received the fame equall power of the Keys,with Pe. 


ter,reproved Peter openly when he was to be blamed, Gal. 2,11 fone: 


Church, who hath received the fame equall power of thekeysiwith » 
another, may reprove another Church openly when they are ito bes 
blamed. And lookeby what power they may reprove them, by the 

fame they may proceed to mithdraw from them,if they hearken- not: 


- -to their reproofe according to God. But all this notwithftanding, 


they will not allow a brother offended to complaine to the Preshy=. 


vers of another Church, till he fee no hope of removall of the offence. 
by his own Church at home. | 


: CH ap. tal ly ce uae | 
Of the Addition of Adembers.to the.Church...- 
Sect. i. vee 


~ 


He Church being thus gathered and famithed with fick 


a : yg Officers , in fuch manner as the Lord hath appointed; 
ey 8 looke as in the firft Primitive Church. she ‘Lord addedito 


d thers. 


> either in convincing the 


communion: with 


Scé. hel}; Soft Memvers to the C aie 


shem daily fich as foould be faved, A&s 2. 47- fodoe wee admit and 
receive from the Lord fuch.as he fendeth and addeth tous. The 


frit and loweft zwmber of a Church, towhich the other members , 


are added, is not exprefly limited in the Word, onely itis not fo 
low as fome have conceived, to confift onely of two or three, itis a 
miftake of that place, Adat.18. 20. where a promife of Chrifts pre- 
fence is made to tro or three, to conceive it made.to the loweft nume 
berofa Church-body ; for thofe m0 or three, are not confidered 


‘there as a Church-body,but as a fufficeent number of witne(fes,to joyne 


with a brother offended, in convincing and admonifhing the bro- 


‘ther that gave thie offence; again{t whom, if he doe not hearken 


tothem, they are then further to proceed, ‘and to te the Church. 
Which argueth that they themfelves are not.a Church,but a {mal- 
ler company agreeing in.a dutie ofbrotherly. love, either to heale 
an offending brother by their own-admonition ,,or to witnefle a- 
gain{t him before the Church ; and yet they have a {peciall pro- 
mife of Chrifts prefence with them in thedutie, left they might 
thinke fuch a Jabour of love undertaken in vaine. 

But the Church muft needs be a greater number then tro or three, 
{ecing thefe two or three are to referre the perfon and the caufe to 


| agrester body then them(el ves ; for though there might bea dome- 
fiicall, Church in Adam and Eve at the beginning, yet fuch'a Church - 


which Ghrift hath inftitated in the new Teftament, confifteth of a 
greater number. The very Officers of a Church, compleatly furni- 
fhed, are no lefle then foure (a Paftor,a Teacher, an Elder, a Dea- 


con,) and therefore the body of the Church had need.to be of a. 


greater number then:fo. And though the effence ofa Church may 
confit without, the integritie of all his members (-as a lame man 


that wanteth fome of his members may have the ellence of a man, 
yet under feven, a Church.can hardly confift of fo many members. 


as doe performe.any part of a Church-body.... 
To fuch a body, how many members may be added , is not li- 
mited exprefly in the Word ,onely it is provided in the Word,that 


they be no more then thatall may. meet #7 ove Congregation, that. 
allmay beare;and all may be edifiedFor(as hath been noted. above). 
the Apoftle fo defcribeth the whole Church as meeting i one. places, 
x Cor. 14-23. Butif all cannot beare, all cannot be edified. Befides. 


the Apoftle requireth, thas when the Charch meeteth together * 
‘la 3 
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the celebrating of the Lords Supper, they (ball tarry one for another, 


1 Cor. 11.33. Which argueth the Church indued with onely or-" 
dinary Officers, fhould confift of no greater number then that all 


might partake together of the Lords Supper in one Congregation, ¢nd 


therefore fch Parifhes as confift of 15000.-though they were all 
ft materialls for Church-fellowthip, yet cught'to be divided inte. 
many Churches, as too large for one: “When the hive is too: full,» 
Bees {warme into a new hive ; fo fhould’ fach exceflive numbersof 
Chriftians iffue forth into more Churches: Whence it appeareth 
to be anerror, to fay there is no limitation or diftin&tion of Pa=. 


rifhes,meaning of Churches,( jure divino for though.a precife quo- 
tient, a number of hundreds-and thoufands be not limited toeve* 


ry Church, yet ftich a number is limited as falleth not below fiver, 


nor rifeth above the bulke of one Congregation, and fuch a Congrega~ 


tion wherein all may meete, and all may beare, and allmzy partake, and 
_ all may be edified together. | 7 


“Sit Csppeh op yo 


fe! that defire to be added & joyned to fuch a body, they firt 
make known their defires to the Elders of the Church, who 


take triall of their kvomledge in the principles of religion, & of their 


experience inthe mayes of gracesand of their godly conver{ation amongit 
men ; that if any of theni be found igaorant, and graceleffe, or fean= 
dalous,he may not be prefently prefented to the Church, till thefe evils 
were removed. The ftones that were to be laid in Solomons Tem- 
ple, were {quared and made ready before they were laid in the: 


building ; neither iron, nor ax,nor any iron'toole was heard inthe» 


houfe while it was abuilding, 1 King. 6.7. And ‘wherefore fo3. iff 
not to hold forth that no members were to be received into the 
Church of Chrift, but fuch as were rough-hewen; and {quared, 
and fitted to lie clofe and levell to Chrift and to his members?- 
“But when fiich as offer themfelves are’ zpproved of the Elders they: 
ate’ propounded by'one'of the “Ruling Elders tothe Chuitch,-witha 
motion to the brethren to make inquiry after them,atid if they:fhall: 
heare of any juft exceptionsagainft them, to give motive of it to one 
of the Elders. in t OOS TL SL 10) 3 
’ Butifno exception be heard off they are called forth before.che 
Church, 
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Church, after other holy duties are performed, and each one ma- 
keth confe‘lion of his tinnes, and profeffion.of his faith. In con- 


fellion of his finnes (that it may appears Co be a penitent contefli- 


on) he declareth allo the grace of God.to his foule, drawing him 


out of bis fintull-eftate into fellowlhip with Chritt : Tn the profef- 
fion of his faichyhe declareth notonely his good knowledge of the 
paneer! of Religion,bt alfo his profeffed fubjcCtion to the Go- 
{pel o Chri, with his defire.of walking therein, with the fellow- 
(hip of chat Church. Now before or after fuch his profellion or 
confellion, thof of the brethren ofthe Church who are of his ac-: 
quaintance doe give fome good teftimony (if need be ) of his life 

cher according to their owne knowledge of 


and converiation 5 el 

him, or according tothe credible reports or letters which they 

have received concerning, him: which done, the Ruling Elder, or 

one of the Preaching Elders propoundeth it ro the Church, whe- 

cher from all chat they have heard and feene, they finde any jult 

exception againtt him ? if fo,itJs cleared and removed betore any 
if no junit exception appearesthe Ruling Elder 


further proceedings 5 
he Church’ to exprelle their acceptante of him into 


then moveth:t 

fellowfhip with them spy lifting up their hands. Which done (and 
the like courfe taken with two or three more,as the time will per- 
Elder propoundeth to then the beads of the Covenant which 

“hath made with bis Church » what promifes of grace be hath 
as ali what duties of faith and obedience he doth require 

of the Lard Felus for ebetr onely Prieft and Atonement , 
their onely and guide, their onely King and Law-giver, and to 
i bjettion unto all bis boly Ordinances 3 4 alfa to walk, 

h the brethren of thi Church, unto mutuall edifica~ 
tion and fuccows" y according. to the vale of the Gofpel. And the new re- 
ceived members acknowledging this to be their dutie, and profef-- 
fing their confent unto it in the name of Chri; the Elder doth 
further acquaint them with 2bat duties of holy matchfulneffe over 
them they ta4y expect from the Church 5 and fo fhutteth up his worke 
with fome fhort prayer UAtO the Lord, who keepeth covenant and 
mercy with thoufands of his people,tomake us all faithfull to him 
_ andone to another, according to. the rules of his holy Gofpel in 
Chrift Jefus, the Mediator, and furetie of his Covenant, between 


the Lord and his people. 
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Gracious qualifications required Chap. 3. 
: - 
Sr enmshrk 


N Ow what offence is there in all this ? or what feruple may 
arife in a godly minde againft thefe things? Two or three 
_ things feeme herein offenfive, but are not. 


Firft, That wee require gracious qualifications in {uch as we re. 


ceive to Church-fellowfhip : whereas the vifible Church is {aid to 
conlift ofall forts, good and bad, and to be a gamer containing 
chaffe and wheate, as a field wherein wheate and tares grow up 
together, | 
_, Secondly, That we receive fuch into the Church by a covenant. 

. Thirdly, That we communicate too much power unto the peo- 
- ple, and doe not rather referre all power ( in this cafe) into the 

hands of the Elders. To give therefore {ome account of thee, as 
the Lord fhall affift. | 2 

For the firft, though wee willingly admit all commers to the 
hearing of the Word with us(as the Corinthians admitted Infdels, 
1Cor.14. 245 25.) yet wee receive none as members into the Chureh, 
but fuch as (according tothe judgement of charitable Chriftians > 
may be conceived to be received of God into fellowthip with 
Chrift, the head of the Church. 
Our Reafons be ; 


Firft, From the neare relation between Chrift Fefus,and the Church 


as alfo between the Church and the other perfons in the Trinitie: 


the Lord Jefus is the head of the Church seven of the viftble Church; 


angl the vifible Church is the body of Chrift Jefus, 1 Cor. 12. 27. 


The viftble Church is {aid to be the habitation of God by the Spirit, — 


Eph. 2.22. tobe the Temple of the holyGhoft, and the Spirit of God 
to devel in them, 1 Cor.3.16517. to be Efpoufed to Chrift as a chafte 
Virgin, 2 Cor.11.2. The members of the vifible Church are {aid to 
be the finnes and daughters of the Lord God Almightie,2 Cor. 6.18. 
and are exhorted to be followers of him as deare children, Eph. 4. 1. 
Now how can the vifible Church be the members of the body; or 
. the Spoufe of Chiift, orthe Temple of the Holy Ghoft > or the 

fonnes and daughters of the heavenly Father, except the members 
in charitable di(Cretion be (as indeed the holy Ghoft defcribeth 
them tobe) Saints by calling, ( 1 Cor.1.2. ) and Faithfull brethren, 


Gal. 1. 


: aa ; a a 


SeGiz. > to the makingsof Church 


¢ 


- Members. 


- Gal.1..2.and that not.onely by externall profeflions for thefe are, 
too high ftiles for hypocrites, but in fome meafure. of finceritic. 
angtonth,. oi. sdujew sb uberis seodsive yori cus oy foitw varore 
Secondly, We reade Adt.2.47-that the Lord aided to the Church 
daily fuch as fhould.be faved 5 aud how. then {hall wee adde. to.the 
Church fuch.as God. addeth not? fuch as have no flew of any fas 
ving worke upon them to any {pirituall difceming? ought not the 
Lords Stewards to be faithfull in Gods houfeyand tod oe nothing 
therein, but,as.they fee the Lord goe before them? receiving whom 

- he receiveth, jand refufing. whom he. refufeth , cafting out whom 
he cafteth outs Doth not the Apoftle Paul upon (this: ground. di- 

-re& the Romanes to receive aweak beleever; becaufe.ihe Lord bath re- 
ceived him? Rom.1.4. 15 253+) > | 


_. Thirdly,. The Lord Jeftus maketh the profeflion of the faith of 


125 


- hisname, and {uch -a:profeflion as fle(h- and blond hath not revealed 
toa man, but his heavenly Father s,t0.be, the rockeon which his 
viltble Chureh is built.s for-he fpeaketh, of fuch -aChurch where- 
unto he committeth the keys of his kingdoniejand that is the vifl- 
ble Church, AZ. 16.16.to,19. Nowif fuch a proteflion be the 

_ Focke. and. foundation of a vifible Church, then-wee hail build a 
‘Church without a foundation, if-wee receive fuch members ‘into 
‘the Church:as doe not hold.forth.fuch a profedion , but either 
through ignorance makeno. profeffion at.alljor fuch,a verball pro- 
feflion as favoureth not.of any blefled.worke of the Father by. his 

9SPpiric upon their hearts. And dothinot the Lord expoftulate with 
Such a gueft as comes into.the fellowfhip of his Church, even. unto 
his Tables :20t:baving 2 wedding. garments Mat. 22. 42,?-And;dorh 
not expoftulation intimate, a Taxation \alfoof, hem 5 -bywhofe-conni- 
_vence he came-in , where he faith, how comeft thou in. bither.?-And 
«doth not Chritt in the parable impute it, to. the Jleepineffé (that is, 

| to the. remifne le and negligence )..of- his fervantss, chat tares were 
fowen in his field amongft the wheate, AZef-13,125 385139401: 

orn OuRtDly ». Such as havesongly.afoxmef godlinefley and demy the 


power of it » wee are forbidden to jayne with » and.commanded to teene 


of Sah 2 Tih Shoat), en) -eotsd 2Ol_; ov47 bas ssadw_ bat 

iftly, Gan any man judge fuch perfons fit materiallg»ferithe 
conftituting and edifying of a Church, whoare more fit for the 
rune and deftruction of the Church; fuch as leave theig firft love 
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(as all hypocrites will at length? ; They procure the removall of 
the candieftick, Rev. 2. 4. Wee pafle by the types of che old Tefta- — 
_ ment, which yet are not without their due weight; ic was touched 
above, that rough ftones were not laid in the building of Salomons Tem- 
ple, till they were bewen and prepared before, t King. 6.7. and behold 
-“agreater then Solomon'a here, and a greater Temple then that of So- 
lonons ; the attendance and watchfulneffe of the porters fuffering none 
to enter into the Temple that were sencleane in any thing,2 Chro.23.19. - 
doth it not evidently type foreh the watchfalnelle of che Oftcers 
of the Charch of Chrift.co fuffer none uncleane( uneleane in effate 
or courfe of life) to enter into the fellowthip of the Ghurchjwhich. 
ought'to be a Communion of Saints? 075 02 Ss ee” 
~ Well then, if all the members of che Church ought to be Sines 
by calling, and faithful brethrensic cannot be thought an unfeafona- 
ble curiofitie, byt rather held a due and faithfull watchfulnefle in 
the Officers and body of every Church: of Ghrift, to cake'a ‘due 
triall of men by a comfeffion of finmes,’as Fob Baprift did, A4it.3..6. 
‘and by a profeffion of their faith, as Philip did, AG.8. 37. before they 
~recéive them into the Church as members of the body ofthe Lord’ - 
‘Felts ; neicher was it an exceffive. aufteritie in Fobz, but an holy 
‘faithfulnefle and'godly zeale, ‘not onely to repulfe the Scribes and 
Pharifees, Mat. 3.7. but the propbane people’ alfo from his Baptil 


pins sg 


Luk. 3.7. as thofe who were a generation of vipers, andh | 
brought forth fruit meet for repentance, ver.7, 8. and therefore them-- 
felves were not meete for his Baptifine ; which was a baptifme of 
ogepentance, Lik. 3.'3. Neverthelefle, in this triall, wee doe not ex-- 
-a&-eminent meafure, either of knowledge, or holinefle’, but doe 
willingly ftretch out our hands to receive the weake in faith, fuch 
in whole {pirits wee can difcerne the left me sfare of breathing and 
panting after Chrift, in'their fenfible feeling of a loft eftate;for we had: 
ag © rather 99. hypocrites fhould perifi chrough prefumption,then one: 
humble foule belonging to. Chritt, thould firike under difcourage- 
ment or defpaire; and by reafonof theft hypocrites received into, 
the Church , itis that the Church is faid to. have init good and: 
| eis and tares ; fortares, (as Hieromse faith ) are like to. 
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| Gps: now to give account of the fecond point, why wee 
receive fuch into the Church by way of Covenant. 


1. Meeteizis that as the whole Church was Keceived as one * 


body unto Chrift by profefling cheir entrance into covenant with 
God, as hath been fhewed above in the third Propofition of the 
fift part, fo every member of the Church fhould be received into 
che fame fellowthip, by profeffion of their taking hald of the fame 
Covenant; Eadem eft ratio partinm étotins there isthe fame reafon 
of the whole and of the parts, infuch things as concerne the com 
mon nature of both; And as all relatives doe, they mutually ar- 
gue oneanother. Hence ‘tis that when godly ftrangers( who had 
joyned them(elves to the Lord, to wit, by faich,.to ferve him,,to 


love his name, and keep his Sabbath) were tobe brought intothe 


fellowthip of the Lords houfé, they added this dutie over and a- 
bove the former, they toake bold of the Covenant of the Lord, Ua. 56. 


354959607- Surely not by faith onelyfor their perfonall falvation; (dor, 


fo they rook hold ofthe covenant before wher they joyned themfelves 


‘to the Lord, yer.3-) but by their profeflion of their acceptance of the 


Covenant, and fubjeltion to it, which the Lord maketh with bis Church 
and people, bom he caufeth t0 paffe into the bond of the Covenant, 
Ezek. 20: 37- 7 7 

Obje. Xt is objected firft, that the place in [faiah fpeaketh of 

fuch  ftrangers as svere profelytes, who in joyning themfelves.to the 


Lord, were therein alfo joyned unto the Church for ho joyning to the 


~ Lord, implyeth joyning to the Church, Jer. 50.5: Zech. 2. 11+ 


Anf.1.They that joyned to the Lord in thofeTexts of ferewsie and : 


Zachary, did indeed in fo doing joynein a Church-body alfo ; 
for they who are there fpoken of were a multitude,concurring and 
_confenting in the fame Covenant, to soyne to the Lord,andto be- 
-come his people ; but here in Ifaiahy the Eunuch and ftrangers are 

faid:to be: joyned to the Lord, who yet were nor joyned to the 

Church, but ready to complaine that the Lard bad utterly deprived 
-phemof that libertie of jayning to the Church, and bad utterly feparated 

shem from his people, ver. 3- As indeed he had by exprefle Law/epara~ 


the 


sed them,that iss prohibited them ne entring tato the Congregation of 
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~ the Lord fap ever, Deut. 23.15.25 3. Againft which L 
comforteth them with this promiféofthe Gofpel, th 


en ; atin the new 
Teftament, neither their Ewzuchicall eftate, nor 


trance into the‘Lords houfe, whichis the'Ghureh.ou: sviove1 


_. The joyning (there fpoken of}) isnot theirjoyniaxtothe Lord 
and his people as Profelytes of the Church 5 or’ though they were: 
joyned to the Lord, yet they complained vof theirdisjoyning'and — 


feparating from the Lords peoples. but the Lord comforteth thén 


with this promife; that fach os are jojned-vo the’ Lord, bye will: hereaf> 


ter bring their'to bis oafe's no bodily tnfirmitie(asthat ofthe E,2 
nue) nor naticnall polation(asthat of fome flrangers ) fhould hin= 
der their admittance into his Church, onely this the Lord: 
reth both ofthe Exzuches, vers4. and of che fhrangers, ver. 6) who 
had joyned thennfelves to the Lord beforeschat they doe al(otake bold 
of bis Covenant ( as antecedent to theif ehtrance into Church-fel- 
lowfhip, to wit,rake hold ofit by /olemne profeifion'of theiy accep- 
tance of it and of their fubjeQiontoins 0... 1 vai 


| Odje.2. Weis not credible that the Lord wouldever depetatt | 


or debarre fuch from Church-fello 
felte by faiths who can thinke’} 
for it 2 arseadic wid ode dyicler oh. oy SAE DES » TSS 
 Anf. Thetextis Plaine; that’ Everneber, Advabitersand Aininjn 
nites, were feparated trom the Church or Congregation‘of. Iffiael 
‘for ever, without exception 6f godlineffe ov angodlinef. Somein- 
deed'make a doubt whetherthe Law againt Advabirer and A nimo= 
nztes reached to the women of thofe Nations }‘butvagain wen the 
Law is cleave. Burif the Lawhad exclnded-theny onely upon point 
of their own wngodlinefe, that was no’ Singular curfe'to them: No 


wihip as Were joynied to ‘him- 


Nation under‘heaven could expect admiflion into the Church of | 


Trael, unlefle they beleeved in the God of Iffael... What teafon God 
might have for excluding the Ewnuches,wee leave to his: foverajer 

wildome. But yet ees a Plaine reafon tor ir againit the 
Méoabites and Ammonites: en from their malignant enmitie againtt 
Gods people, Dent: 23. 4,55 6. Againft the Exnuches he giveth no 
exprefic'reafon 5 the urhoritie of the Lam-giver is reafon tafticient : 
who can tell whether God-would not thereby type out the debar- 
ring of barren Chriftians from Charch-fellowthip? ::¢i06(. hs 
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Sega cbyway of Covenant. 
Oped. 3.) Fhe word feparation, inplyech they’ had been fome- 
time of the Church 5foriit cannot be faid in°common fenfe; thar 
any can be feparared front that focietie of which they never were. 

“Any. Why not? What is éparared but fevered ? May not Eng- 
Lund be fevered from Scotland by the ri ver Of Tveed?and from France 
arid Germany and’ Holland, by the Sea? though they-were never joy- 
ned tolanyof thofe Nations? Did'not'God make the Starres to 
feparate betmeen'the'day and the night ? (for itis the fame word'in 
the Original, Gen. a. 14. )and yet day and night were never joy- 
ned in one focietie. nonreieiay HOE ONC Bk Ast 
~»Soithat from the place in I/zizh, weehave two paflages of our 
prattiles in admitting Church-members,witnefled unto and conti 
med by the Lord. 3 beer Tk 

on That thofewhom the Lord jayneth to the Church in the new 
‘Teltament, are fuch as have been joyned to himfelfe, to love him, 
and toferve hiim, and'keep his Sabbaths.) = 
vom Thawthey-doe alfo take bold of bis Covenant with bis Church, 
before he bring them into his holy AZountaine which is his Church. 
_ ‘Both which are themoreto be-obferved inthis placesbecaufe the 
- oplaceisia prophefieof what the Lord will dein the dayesof the mew _ 
“Teftament,to wits when his houfe thall: be called ‘ai bowfe-of prayer 
ato al Névions, ver 9iwhichis proper to the times of the Gofpel. 
oy) Object: 4: Buethe Covenane here {poken ofjhath nothing todoe 
—-omiththe Church Covers, for. the Covenant is the’ Lords between 
| bine and'bis peoples but the'Ghurel Covenant is between the members. 

softhe Ghurch one towards'anothers © 8 > 


- 


bos Anfw. This obje&ion wasiprevented before in the ficft point ; 
fdr when the Lordentreth into coveriant with his people, that is, 
wich his Church, his Church either exprefly,or by filent content 
_ scovenanteth with him, and alfoone with another, to yeeld pro- 
felled fabjeGtion ro;hinr, asthath been {hewedabove. 
— Butthough this place prophecying of the dayes of the new Teftament, 
- fpeak exprefly of raking hold of the Covenant before entring into the 
-Charch,yet letno man-wonder why there is fo little expreflemen- 
- tionof the peoples taking hold of che Covenant in the newTefta- 
ment, when this promife commeth to be accomplithed. In the old 
Teftament, where the Church and Common-wealth grew up together 
Gn divine infticution and adminiftration, there is expretic mention 


of 
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The receiving of Members so Chap.3? 


_ of this Covenant,and the Church being nationall,and all che AZs- 
giftrates being members of the Church trom the firit plantation of 
_ it, the Covenant of che Lord wich his Ghurch was not at all fafpi~ 
~ tiows to them, ( who were parties to it themfélves but very accep- 
table; but in the dayes of the es Teftament, the Adagiftrates and 
Princes of the earth being Aliens and enemies to the Church, the — 
Apoftles thought it meete to fpeake of this Covenant not plainly, 
but as ic were in Parables and fimilitudes,as knowing the name of 
Covenants and Covenanters might breed no {mall jealoufies in Cizill , 
~ States, as feeming moft dangerous to civill peace, but yetin apt 
fimilitudes they fo defcribe the eftate of Churches as doth necef- 
farily imply a joynt Covenant,both between the Lord, and themone 
_ with another :which may ferye for a fecond argument to prove the 
point in hand, the receiving of Members by way of Covenant; 
tor 1.they fo defcribe every Church of God, as a Citie of God, as 
the nem Hierufalem,as the Church of the ewes at their firft conver- 
fionis ftyled, Rev.21.4,and the Church of the Fewes;thoughitmay _ 
be amore glorious Church then any of the Churches of the Gentiles, 
yet it partaketh in the common nature of them all, every sre Church 
is as well.a Cizie of God, as the Church of the Fewes sand hence the 
Members of the Church of Ephefus are called fellom-Citizens with 
the Saints, as being of the houfhold, or Church of God, Eph.2.19. 
_ Now every Citie is founded in fome confederacy by oath,or fuch like 
bond, and every Citizen is received into the fame Citie, by taking. 
the fame oath, or entring into the fame bond , wherein the whole 
Citie ftandeth ingaged ; which -holdeth forth to.an intelligent — 
heart, that if every Church of the new Teftament be a Citie}.and 
the Members thereof fellow-Citizens, then as the whole Church is 
_ planted and founded ia fome Covenant or Confederacie ; fo every 
Member of the Church is implanted and received into the fame 
body, by taking hold of the fame Covenant.and profeffing fubjeGtion 
thereunto. | | salq eid wise 
Againe,when the Apoftle {peaketh of the planting of the Church 
of Corinth, calleth it efposfing of it as a chafte Virgin unto Chrift, 
2Cor.11.2. Itimplyeth plainly, that he drew themall as onebo- 
dy to profeffe their acceptance of Chriftas an busband tothem all, 
and of one another a msembers of che fame body : ifhe had tpoken of 
his converfion of their particular foules unto Chrift; he would 7 | 
have 


oar : RetRg ies ictaeoes 


Have fpoken of them as one virginsbut fo many foules fo many virgins; 
but now {peaking of them allias-one virgiz, ic plainly argueth he. 
| Soyned them all-as one virgin into one body, and:that one body 
sito a Covenant of Efponfalls with Chrift - efus ; for there are no 
- Efpoufalls without a covenant: and therefore they that willtake 
~~ jnold of their Efpoufage, mutt take hold of their covenant. 
3. The mutual! relation wherein all the members in the Churcli 
ftand one to another , members to members, and all of them to. 
~ cheic Officers, anatheir Officers to them, ‘together with their mu- 
qual! intereft onein another, and mutual] power one aver another, 
doe all of chem necelarily imply a: mutuall:confederacie one with 
another; and that whofoever will partake herein, muft partakein 
their confederacte. Suppofe a godly Chriftian come over into thefe 
parts,(as every yeare (ome or other doe.) there is not any Minifter 
of any of our Churches can'afurpe Paftorall authoritie over him, un- 
icffe that Chriftian call him thereunto, or profelic his fi ubjeCtion to 
his Miniftration; according to God. Norcan fach aman expe& 
ie any Mini ers watchfulneffe ever hira.a bis Minifter , unleffe the Mi- 
hifter fee jut caute to accept fach a charge, and. profeffe fo much. No 
. Chnechin the Countrey, nor all the menibers of any Church, can 
take upon them to Cenfare any firancer ; though an inhabitant a- 
mongft them uinlefle be give up bim eiferorbem, and profeffe his fub- 
¥e0ion to the Gofpel’ of Chrift among‘ them. Nor can be chal- 
fenge fuch watchfulneffe from shem, wnlefie he have given them 4 juft 
call to take spon them chatcare over him. That Chriftian libertie 
qihich the Lord Jefus by his bloud hath purchafed for his Church, 
-. and for all his children, giveth them all libertie to chaofe their ompne 
Officers and their omze fellowe- Members, unto whom to commit the 
eae of their foules atcording to the rules of the Golpel. We fpeak 
not of Infants, who make choice in their parents 5 but of fuch who 
frnow their libertic, andarecalledto ftand faftin it: till chen thac 
‘aman tender and ofr himfelfe to the Church, (to the Officers 
and Members of it > they have no power ‘to receive him 5 For the 
Churches receiving a beleever(which isthe Apoftles WordohOM-14- 
4.) implyeth and: prefiuppoferh his offering and giving up of him- 
‘Yfelfe unto them, in a pro effed fisbjedt 307 tO the Lord,and unto them. 
- cording to the wil ee: and their recriving of him, implyeth 
pr holdeth forth no leffe then their profeffed acceptance of himun- 
3 to 


to all: tho hol y  ibchdea with thémgand ee = al ich | 
fpirituall duties to him which belong to all the fellow-me 
of the fame body # and.let-men call this expreffion of mutuall a- 


ereement by: what nanie ci 5 pea > this is. biqonhat then what | 
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LE us proceed ioe ito pile. caceounit of a third Boia Rae 
we communicate fomuch power to the people, as to propound 
receiving of: Mensbers santo their appinledti tion, and. confent: : Ur, rea~ 
fons are'thefes) « $e 
oa. From thelike power ‘siveth unto _iee by ‘Chilhy it os 
cafting out of {candalons and corrupt: members, Math, 18, ts 
1. Core5.5.if the Church mutt betold.of every member. that i isto b 
ca{l'out, and when he is to be cafhout,'they are to deliver him $0: : q 
tan: then the Church mult be'told of every member that is recei~ 
ved, and when he is to:be received, they are to receive him into the 
fellowthip of the Lordsandof his Qhineks but the former is clear : 
from thofe Scriptures;and confequently the latter. It is a receive 


Maxime, Eju/dem: eft poteftatis-aperire & claudere, inflatuere & de iz 


suere (as they:call it, ) they:that have power to (hut the doores res OF 


the Church by Excommunication); they have power to open she 
doores of the Church by admicing to Communion. _ 
2. From the Example of the Churcd at. Hicrufzlem, A&. 9. 26. 


who when Pay aflayeth to joyne himfelfe unto them, did not at. 


firftreceive him, becaufe the Difciples were not, fatisfied in his {pi- 
ricualbgood eftate, untill: :Barzabas by his teltimony. of him had 
removed their {cruple > which argueth the private bretbiren ina 
Churchias wellias publique Officers, mult be fatishied i in Regie 
‘to o be received :iritoCommunion'with them... _:. aor 


og.(F romthe Churches powenin: EleSting and. calling ina ag 


to office. It hath been: fhewed above, that it. ee £0. a ‘pe 
plesthe spe of the Eibitrabs 13 0, audi and ey beat orne, a A 


Scot.  . inthe power of the people. 
ftians, and refufing of unworthy. Yea,in the Epiftle going before, 
he fpeaketh exprefly, be bad mutch adoe to per{made the people to receive 
fame, whofe repentance was not fo cleare to thews; which argueth evi- 
dently their power in receiving Members. 
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| Cuape. IV. 


Concerning our order and forme tx administration 
of Gods publick wovrfkep. | 


S'z.c1. I. 


meq He Church being gathered and furnifhed with able helps, 

1 ban, Officers and Brethren, they proceed to the adminzftration 
Bee) (fed! of all che publick Ordinances in publick Affemblies, 
afeet) efpecially on every Lords day ; wherein our principal 
care and defire is to adminifter and partake zm all,and mo more then 
allsche ordinances of Chrift himfelfe, and in all chofe (fo farreas 
the Lord hath lentuslight ) in their xative puritie and fimplicisie, 
without any drefling or painting of humane inventions.For as the 
firft Commandement requireth us to worlhip him with his owne 
onely true worfhip,as he hath appointed in his Word,without ad=- 
ding ought thereto,or taking ought therefrom, [/a.29.13. Deut.12. 
32. So webeleeve it to be unlawtull for any Church to take upon 


them to obferve, much leffe for the Officers of their owne or other 


Churches to impofé upon them any inftitutions of their owne Cwhie- 
ther in doltrine, or worfhip, or government, but what the Lord hath 
appointed in his Word. 

Our reafon hereof (one in ftead of many ) is taken from the ex- 
tent of the Commiffion of the Lord Jefus given to his Apoliles, 
which is as large as ever was given to.any Church-governours; 
and yet reacheth no further then toteach the people to obferve all 
things mhatfoever I have commanded you, Mat. 23. 20. Uf the Apo~ 

“files themfelves teach the Churches to obferve more then he hath 
commanded them, they goe beyond the bounds of their Commil- 
fons The:Apoftles in the Syod in Hieru{alem,laid upon the Chur- 


ches navorher burden then neceflary things, iis 15. 29. Neceflary 
-K they 


SETI IRA LS ae 
% po wr ae rh. <e - phe 


ANGELL IGE BP 
«4 


STN Tae Be ease —— Dect BR RED Wee BE ay et 


Oe TIT a a aS i RSD! TR 3 at 
eg a = 


iy 


m ‘a pantie < = 
peer ate eden natoate ane 


~a 


| 
j 


+} | 
bs | 
: 
a) li 
; | 
ta, 
Ba 
| 
be 
‘3 
j 
y 
J 
Bik A 
Bil 
ipl) 
| 
f 
sii} 
i 
ut - 
i” 
i 
ah} 
i 
Hl l 
u 
it 
it 
it 
1 1 
i iF 
4 
Ad if 
ee: } 
i) 
iti cae 
: i 
APB | 
et 
4 
| 
es 
‘ie 
W ? 
| | 
by 
| 
| 
| 


. Py efcr shea forms of Mor{lep untarfall, — Chap. 4. 
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they were, foine of them in-their om marare, others for the prefent 


eftaie of things to avoid offence, and when they ceafed to be-offen~ 


_hive, the prohibicion.of them ceafed to binde. 


Object. If any thall fay,the Apoftles Commiilion reacheth one- 


ly co matters of fasbftances not circiemftances, of worthip and formes 


of neceffittenot ind fferency. | 

Wee an{wer, lec then fhew usanother Commiffionto authorize. 
them.to put lawes upon the Churches. for matters: of circwmflance 
Cof formes and of mdifferencie) and wee fhall {ubmit,but the Scrip- 
ture holds torch no fuch Conmmiffion giventto.any of the tonnes of 
men fince the world-began. | 

That much urged place, 1 Cor. #4. 40. doth not authorize the 
Church, nor any Church-governours, to make lawes for the ob- 
fervation of iuch things as they thall-account decent and orderly; 
but onely provideth that allithe ordinansesof God, whether prayer, 
or propheite, orfinging of Pfalmes, ortongues, orinterpretations, 
be all of them-done decently, without wercomelineffe, and orderly witiett 
confusfion sand that this place reacheth no further , appeareth evi- 
dently from hence, that.if this place fhould give unto the Church, 
orw ito Church-governours,authoritie to prefcribeand: command 
decent and orderly things-at' their owne difcredion, # man-could net 
tranigrefle the Comnindement ofthe Church > but he fhould ako 
tranigreffe the Comnzndement of the Apoftles but the contrary: is 
evident. For fappofe the Church or Church-governours fhould 
make anorder, that Mini fters fhould:alwayes oreach ina gowne 
the thing is decent-enough, buenevertheleJeif'a man thall preach 
in acloake, he fhall tranfgrefle the order of the ‘Church, but not 
of the Apoiile; for he that preacheth in a cloake, preacheth de- 
cently alfo ; which plainly areueth, that (uch a commandement of 


the Church , is not grounded upon the commandement of the 
Apoftle. | | 


7 Irft then when wee come together in the Church, according to 
- the Apoftles diretion, 1 Tine. 2. 1, weemake prayers and in- 
terceflions and thankfgivings for our felves and for all men, not in 
any prefcribed forme of prayer, or fladied Liturgie , buc in tuch a. 
manner. 


Sea. 2. Ti he forme of Gods publick ee ) o: 


— 


cg TT CN : : . ° 
manner; asthe Spirit of grace and.of prayer (who teacheth all the 
peopleofGod; what and how to prays Rom.8. 26, 27.) helpeth 
our infirmities, wee having refpeét therein to the neceflicies of the 
peaete » the eftate of the times, and the worke of Chrift-in. our 
ands. | | 

After prayer, either the Pajtor or Teacher, readeth a Chapter-in 
the Bible, and expoundeth ic, giving the ferfe, to canfe the people to ui- 
derftand the readinz, according to Neb. 8. 8. And in tundry Chur- 
ches the other ( whether Paftor or Teacher) who exposndeth nots 
he preacheth the Word, and in theafternoone the other who prea- 
chedin the morning doth ufually(if there be time reade andpreach, - 
and he that expounded in the morning preachetb atter him. 

Before Sermon, and many times after, wee fing a Plalme, and 
becauve the former tranflation of the Pfalines,doth in many things 
vary from che originall,and many times paraphrafeth rather then 
tranflateth ; betides divers other defects(which we cover in filence) 
wee have endeavoured a new tranflation of the Pialmes into Eng- 
lifo meetre, as necre the originall as wee could exprefle it in our 
Engli{h tongue,{o farre as for the prefent the Lord hath been plea- 
fed to helpe us , and thofe Pfalmes wee fing, both in our publick 
Churches, and in private. 

The feales of the Covenant (towit, the Sacrament of Baptifme 
and the Lords Supper ) areadminiftred, either by the Paftor or by 

the Teacher sand though with fome godly learned Divines 5 itbea 
queftion whether the Teacher may difpenfe the feales, yet the que- 
ftion doth rather concerne Schoole-Dottors, then the Teachers of 
a particular Church, but wee who have onely the Teachers of par- 
sicular Churches, “doc beleeve that they to whom the preaching ov 
difpenfing of the Gofpel (or Covenant of grace ) unto the Church is 
committed, tothem is committed alfo the difpenfing of the feales 
of the Covenant + but to the Teacher.as well as to the Paftur, iscom- 
mitted the difpenfing of the Gofpel(the Covenant of grace ) unto 
the Church, and therefore to him(as weil as to the other jiscom- 
mitted the difpenfing of che feales of the Covenant. | 
Both the Sacraments wee difpenfe, according to the'firft inftitu- 
tion, Baptifme to Difciples, and (who are jricluded in them ) thezr 
feed. The Lords Supper to fuch as neither want knowledge nor grace 


“to.examine and judge themfelves before the Lord. Such as lie under 
K 2 any 
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_ The order and forme 
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Chap. 4° 


any offence publickly known, doe firft remove the offence 5 before 
they preient themfelves to the Lords Tables according to As. 5 
23, 24. The members of any Church, if any be prefent, who bring 
Letters teftimoniall with them to our Churches, wee admit them 
20 the Lords Table with us, and their children alfo (if occafionally 
in their cravell they be borne with us ) upon like recommendation 
wee admit to Bapsz/ne.. The'prayers wee ufe at the adminiftration 
of the feales, are not any et formes prefcribed to us, but conceived 
by the Miniter, according to the prefent occafion » and the nattire 
of the dutie in hand. ‘Ceremonies wee ufe none, but‘are carefull to 
adminifter all things according to the pritnitive in fittitions. The 
Father prefenteth his owne childe to baprifmne, as being baptized by 
the right of bis Covenant, and not of the Covenant unto God-fi- 
thers & god-mothers, (for there is no fitch covenant of God unto 
them and their god-fonnes)and therefore we have no ufe of thenr, 
but omitthem in Baptifme ; as the Apoftle cat out love-feafts frora 
the Lords Supper, being both of them alike fuperadditions to the 
Lords inflitutions, 1 Cor. 11.23, 24. Fhe Lords Supper weadmini-« 
fter for the time, once amoneth at leaft, and for the gefitre, to the 
people fitting ; according as Chrift adminiftred it to his Difciples 
fitting, (AZ2t.26. 20.26.) who alfo made a Symbolicall ufe of it, 
to teach the Church their majoritic over their Minifters in fome 


‘cafes, and their judiciall authoritié, as co-feflors with him at the 


laft Judgement, ( Luk, 22.27.'to 30..) which maketh us looke at 
kneeling at the Lords Supper, not only as an adoration devifed by 
man, but alfo as a violation by man of the inftitution of Chriit, 
diminifhing part of the Counfell of God, and-of the honour and 
comfort of the Church held forth ip 2 oo" OOM . | 

An'time of lemnization of the Supper, the Minifter having t2- 
Ken, bleffed, and broken the bread, andcommanded alt the peo- 
ple to take and eate it, as the body of Chrift broken for them > he 
taketh it himfelfe; and giveth it to all that fit at Table with him, 
and from the Table it is reached by the Descons t6 ‘the people fit- 
ting in the next feats about them, the Minifter fitting in his place 
at the Table. Or0 mileid . 

After they have all partaked in the bread » he taketh the cup in 
like manner, and giveth thanks a new,( blefleth it )according to the 


example of Chrift in the Evangelift, who defcribes the infiitution. 


Mat. 
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Se&. 3- : 4 of Gods publick worlbzp. 


Mat. 26627. Mark. 14.23: Tnk.22.17. All of them in fach away 
4s fetteth forth the Elements,not blefled together.but either of them 
apart ,the bread firft by it felfe,and afterwardsthe wine by it felfe; 
for what reafon the Lord himfelfe beft knoweth, and wee cannot 
beignorant, that a received folemne blefling , exprefly performed 
by himfelfe, doth apparently call upon the whole aflembly to look 
againe for a fupernaturall and. {peciall blefling in the fame Ele- 
ment alfo as well as in the former ; for which the Lord will be a~ 
gaine fought to doe it for us. | 

~ After thecelebration of the Supper, a Pfalme of thank(giving is 
fang; (according to Adat. 26.30... and the Church difmifled with 
ablefing. be hl 


Sect. III. 


si the afternoone after publick prayer offered up to God, either 
Wl by the Paftor or Teacher, and the Word read and expounded by 
shem who preached in the morning Cifthere be time ) and prea- 
ched by the other, and the Sacrament of Baptifme adminiftred,Gf 
any of the Church doe offer their children thereunto) the Deacons 
Cwho fitin a feate under the Elders, yet in fundry Churches lifted 
up higher then the other pewes ) doe call upon the people, that as 
God hath profpered.them, and hath made their hearts willing, 
there is now time left for contribution: prefently the people from 
the higheft to the loweft in fundry Churches do arife, the firft pew 
firft, the next next, and {othe reftin order, and prefent betore the 
Lord their holy offerings. For in the old Teftament at their {0- 
Jemne feafts none was to appeare before the Lord empty, Deut.16.16. 
And the Lords day is onely unto Chriftians the ordinary folemne 
feaft of the Lord : in the new Teftament the Chriftians laid downe 
their oblations at the Apoftles fete, (Ads4.35,)into whofe place, 
for that fervice, Deacous were fubftituted, Adis 6. 3.. | 
~~ And to that, purpofe the Apoftle gave order unto the Churches, 
»ghat upon therfirft day of the weere every one ‘hould'lay by him, into the 
treafury (asthe word fignifieth ) for rhe fupply of the Saints, as God 
had profpered them, 1 Cor. 16. 2. Which ordinance Fuftin Martyr 
_ fpeaketh of in his time, that the abler fort on the Lords. day did contri- 
bute to the neceffities of the bresbren,in the end ofithe fecond Apolo- 
, gle >, 
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Dayes of Humiliation, Pl. : Chaps 4. 


ie. And Cyprian rebukesh a wealthy rich widow for beleeving 
_foee could celebrate tbe Lords day (as holy ).and yet negle to. contrzbmte 


to the Lords treafurieyin his firft Sermon de Eleemofjuna. Locuples & 


dives Dominicum celebrare te credix, que Corbonam. onmine non. re 
picts 2 


After the contribution ended, the time left is taken. up in fundry 
Churches in the publike tryall and admiffion of iuch as are to be 
received Members into the Church, in fuch manner as hath been 
before declared ; and foafter a Pialmeiof praife to God, with 
thank{giving, and prayer to.God for a bleffing upon all the ordi- 
nances adminiltred that day, and a bleffing pronounced.upon. the 
people, the Afflembly is difmifled. slid s 

Betides the celebration. of the Lords day, every weeke we fome- 
times upon extraordinary occafions, either of notable judgements, 
doe fet a part a day of humiliation, or upon {peciall mercies wee fet 
apart a day of thankesgiving. The grounds wherect wee conceive 
are generally knowne and approved among{t Chiiltians. More~ 
over, every weeke in moft of our Churches, Lectures are kept on 
fome or other ofthe weeke dayes ; fo that fuch whofe hearts God 
maketh willing, and his hand doth not detaine by bodily infirmi- 
tie, or other neceflary imployments, ( ifthey dweil in the heart of 
the Bay ) may have opportunitie to heare the Word almof every 


day of the weeke in one Church or other, not farrediftant from 
them. 


Spee rilele¥. 


tC all thefe adminiftrations, onely two or three things may 
feeme to require clearing from the Word of God ; as 

1. Why in our publick prayers,wee forbeare to ufe fet formes of 
prefcript Liturgies. 7 | 

2. Why in our Sacraments wee doe not admit the members of 
the Church of England to the fellowlhip of the Lords Table and 
their children to Baptifme, as was faid before, wee did receive the 
Members of other Churches in this Countrey. 

For the former, the reafons ufually given may fuffice. 

1. From the patterne of all the Churches, both in the old .and 

new Teftament, God never gave leave to any ordinary Officers 


of © 
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of his Church , neither did any of them take leave to impofe any 
formes of Liturgie upon any Church. And yet if ever there had 
been place for prefcribing fet formes to any, it had been moft fea- 
fonable in the fewifh Synagogues, whofe members being as children 
under age; (Gal. 4. 25 3-) might ftand in mioft need of fuch a help. 

Itis eafily acknowledged, Aofes preleribed a forme of blefling,. 
Numb. 6. 23.t0 26.and D wid fandry Pfalmes of praiie and pray- 
ers; and the Lord Jefus taught his Difciples not onely to pray af 
ter this muiner, but thus, or thefe words, Luk. 11.2. Buc neither 
were thele ordinary Officers of the Churches, neither did they pre- 
{cribe any-ufe bur arbitrary and occafionall of thefe formes;as chey. 
might {uiceour occafions. God by immediate revelation, and by 
the hand of his extrzordinary Meffengers, may pre'cribe this or that. 
forme to his Church;bat will not warrant ordinary O:icers( who - 
shave onely-received a common meatfure of the Spirit ) to doe the 
dikes God who forbad his people to make to themielves Images. 
orimaginations, inventions, aud formes of worthip, hath not re- 
{trained hiarlelfe co fet up what images or tormes himfelte teeth 
good. 

Objedt.. Thefe-formes of prayer or praife , though as they be 
pares of boly Scripture they are of God, yet as chey are abplyed with- 
out {peciall commandement to be thé mutcer or forme Of a prayer 
or thank(giving at this time, fo they are the device of man, &c. 

Anf. They.avenot applyed to be matter and forme of pray- 
er or thank{giving wichout commandement, or at lealt without 
fach direétions, as amount toa lawfull warrant from God; for 
Mofesexprelly Bich, On this wife (hall yee bleffe the Children of Ifrzel, 
and fay unto them Numb.6.23.) The 102.Pfalme is exprefled in'the 
ticle, not onely to be a prayer of oe that was afflitted, but of any in 
like eftate. And the Apoftles exhortation is generall concerning all 

the Pfalmes and hymnes and fpirituall fongs of David, (as well as 
of others ) that wee fhould fing them with holy'mclody unto the 
Lord, Eph. 5. 19.. and Chrifts.words, Lxk, 11.2. When yee pry f2) 
our Father, &e. | 

A fecond reafon why wee forbeare a fet forme of prefcript Li- 
turgiessis taken from the meaning of the fecond Commandement, 

-qhich wee conceive prohibitech fuch prefcript Licurgies. . 
Keis'a rule generally knowne in the expolition of the Comman- 
dements, . 
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what is meant by Image Chap. 42 


Bae e < | i eta. dements, that all finnes forbidden in the Word of God, are redu- 


ced to. the ten Commandements, and fall under the prohibitionof 
one of them or other, for there is no finne but is a tran{greflion of 
{ome or other-commiandement of the law, 1 Fvb.3.4.and upon the 
two Lables of the Law bang all the Law and the Prophets Mat. 220 
40.Now ic is plaine, that all-finnes are not contained in the letter 
of the ten Commandements, and therefore there is no judicious 
E-xpofitor of chem, but openeth the letter. of the Commandements 
by Synecdoches and Adetonymies 3 Synecdoches to comprehend all 
linnes of the like Ride, and all the degrees thereof, and Adetonymies 
co. comprehend all caues and meanes and occafions thereof;fo that 
for opening the fecond Commandement, which forbids both ma- 
king and the worfhipping of any image ordimilitude, it is requifite 
to conlider in what fenfe or refpetts Images or fimilitudes are for- 
bidden: Images or fimilitudes are forbidden in the fecond Com- 
mandement,not as objecis of worfhip,for all falfe objects of worthip 
are the falje gods forbidden in the firft Commandement ; Images 
then and fémilitudes are forbidden in the fecond Commandement, 
not as falfe objets of worlhip, wherein the worthip is terminated 
and faftned, but as fulfe meanes of mor{hipping the trae God. For fo _ 
are the Images confidered that are forbidden in the Word. The 
golden calfe was not confidered as the God of Ifrael, that brought 
them up out of the Land of Agypt, but as an Image of that Fehovab 
which did bring them up out ofthe Land of egypt. Whence it is 
faid,that Aarox proclaimed a feaft, not to the calfe,but to Fehovah, 
whereof thecalfe was but an Image. To morrow, faith he, is a folem- 
nitie ( or feat) to Fehovab, Exod. 32.5. The Calfe therefore was 
not the god, but the Image of the god which they worfhipped as 
that which refembled him, and put them in minde of him, shelped 
their hearts nearer to him, or his prefence nearer tothem: Asitis - 
written in the Pialme, that zhey turned their glory into the fimilitude 
of an oxe that eateth graffe, Plal. 106. 20. And in this oxe-or calfe 
they looked at Jehovah as neare unto them, and a going with them, 
and before them, Exod.32.1. Furthermore, the Image: forbidden 
in the fecond Commandement, is not onely.a fale meanes of wor- 
fhip, deviled by man, but a fal/e manner of worlhip alfo ; and there’ 
fore when the Samarttane-{trangers knew not the manner of wor- 
_ shipping Godin the Calves. of Feroboam, it is faid,they knew not the 
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Se&. 4. forbidden in the [econd Commandement. 
manner of the god of the Countrey (2 Kings 17. 26.) and one of the 
Priefts of the high places was fent to teach them the manner of the 
 feare(or worthip) of Jehovah, ver. 28. and fo they feared Febouah af~ 
“ger the former manner, ver. 3.4.and that was i ferving bim in the gra- 
ven Images of their ovvne devifing, ver 41. 
So that under this one kinde of falfe worfhip of God in graven 
Images,is forbidden by a Synecdoche, not onely all worthip of God 
in carved or molten or painted Images, (all bodily reprefentations of 
God) but all pirituall Images alfo,which are the imaginations and in- 
ventions of men, whether they be ordained for worthip, asthe high 
places erected to the true God, 2 Chron.33. 17. and the devifed feaft 
of the eighth moneth, 2 King. 12. 33. or whether they be brought in 
 andutfed for helper and meanes of worthip, as the firange fire of Na- 
” dab, Levit. 10.152. and Davids new Cart to carry the Arke, 2 Sam. 
— 6.3.with 1 Sam. 15. 13. or whether they be ufed for manner and 
forme of worlhip,as preaching in the wiftom of mans words or in car- 
nall Eloquence) which is but a painted Image of preaching (1 Cor. 
2.4.)and fo forbidden in this fecond Commandement, In like fort, 
Womens praying in publick bare-headed, and men covered, 1 Cor. 11. 
45. Mens praying or prophecying in firange tongues, and many of 
them at once, 1 Cor. 14. 22.26. the celebrating of love-feaftsin ho- 
ly Affemblics, together with the Lords Supper, (1 Cor. 11.21. 23.34.) 
are all of them Images or imaginations of men, formes or manners 

‘of worthip devifed and ufed by man , but not ordained by God, 
and fo forbidden in this fecond Commandement. 

The reafon whereof is taken from the perfeCtion of the wifdome 
of God revealed in Scripture, to make the man of God perfect to every 
good worke, 2 Tim. 3. 17. No wifdome of mans device, as any other 
worthip; or any other belpes or meanes of worlhip, or any formes or 
manners of worhip, acceptable to God, but what the wifdome of 

God hath dire&ted us in his Word. Befides, the Church is com- 

pleate in Chrift, (Colof: 2.10.) fo as wee need no other Prieft to 
make atonement but him, nor other fpirituall King but bim to. 
rule our confciences, no other Prophet to teachus but himfelfe,and 
fuch as he hath appointed to that end;thus the fm and fubftance 
both of Law and Goel, lead us to reft in the ordinances of God, 
and not'to helpe our felvesby the inventions of men, for the ad- 
miniftration of the worfhip of God.. To apply this then to fet- 

‘| 
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_ Preferzbed forms of Worlhip uxlawfull. Chap. 4. 
formes.of prayer, devifed by man, and prefcribed to be read out 
of a booke, and fo taken up by one Church. from another, as the 
formes.of their worfhip, and as the meanes and helpe of their de- 
votion,wee findeno command or patterne for them.in the Word, 
nor any promile of their acceptance. They are injoyned for means 
and helps of Gods worfhip, which he hath not fan&tified, and for 
formes of worflip which God hath not:acknowledged.’ What dif- 
ference is there between the carrying of the Ake upon a Cart, and’ 
our prayers upon a Booke ? whereas both-fhould be carried, the one 
upon the (hoxlders of the Levites , the other upon the gifts of che 

Minilters: es are: 

_ Objed. 1. God-hathin general! commanded us to worfhip him 
in publick with all manner of prayers and {upplication, (1 Tim.2. 
1.) but prayers upon a booke, ftinted Liturgies, are {ome manner 
Of prayers. 

Anfw. God that in generall commandeth all. manner of pray 
ers,commandeth alfo in {peciall the feverall kinds of prayers, whe- 
ther fupplications, interceflions, thank({yivings,or the like. He that 
commandeth the Geaus , commandeth the diftribution of it into 
all its fpeczes, but he that commandeth the fabjzect, doth not alwaies 
command the diftribution of itinto all its adjunts.; he that com~ 
mandeth prayer in gearall,alloweth every kinde of prayer, but not 
every forme of prayer ; for then God fhould allow prayer ina flrange 
tiie prayer before Images, prayer in the corners of the fireets, and 
the like. R sit | 

Odjelt. 2: Uf fet-formes of prefcript prayers be unlawfull, then 
fet-formes of confeffion of faith, {et-formes of Catechifme were un- 
lawfullalfo. — + | , i 

Anfw.1. Itfolloweth nor; for the Apoftle commandeth us to 
keepeaforme of found words in faith and lovey that is, in the-princi- 

‘ples of Religion, ( 2 Zim.1. 13.) but he no where commandeth us 
tokeepe a forme of found prayer, unlefle it be a forme of directions 
and inftruGions, how-to pray, and that is included in the former, 
and weediilikeitnot.. ee as 

Anfw.2:The Apoftle did not command Timothy to devife himéelfe 

_ aforme of found words, & to prefcribe the fame to the Churches, 

without {uffering ought to be added to it, or taken from it > but 
what he mult commend to others, were the things that he heard 


of 
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Se&t.4. Prefribed forms of wor{bip ualanfull. 
of Paul among many witneffes, which be was to commit to faith full men y 
who might be able to teach others alfo,2 Tim. 2.2. : 

Thirdly, For a third reafon why we doe not tate up fet-formes 
of prefcript Liturgies, is taken from the like proportion of fet- 
formes, both of prefeript Liturgies, and of prefeript Sermons and Ho- 
_milies. Prayer and preaching are both of them publick duties of 
the minifteriall office. The Apoftles tell the Church they will lay 
down the Deacons imployment, that they may give them/elves to the 
miniflery of the word and prayers Ak. 6. In the one, they are the 
month of God to the people; in the other, they are the mouth of the peo- 


ap nat ee 


ple unto God. If wee prefcribe to one another fet-formes of prayer, . 


why not fet-formes of Homilies ? and then neither the Apofiles, nor 

their fucceffrs needed to have left off their imployment in mini- 

{tring to Tables, to attend the miniftry of the Word and prayer; 

(Adis 6. 4. ) tor both are prepared to their hands,by the prefcrip- 

tions of others. Whence alfo it will follow, that Minifters fhall lit- 

tle need toeditie the Church by their owne gifts received of Chrifi 

to that end, but may edifie them by the gifts of others, Yea, Mini- 

fters, though deftitute of minifleriall gifissmay be fit for the publick 
difcharge of their duties by the helpe ot oi ber mens giftssboth in pray- 
er and preaching ; and fo indeed a prefcript Liturgie is properly a 
maintenance to all Idoll dumb Minifters. And in this forbearance of 
prefcript prayers, as we follow the example of the Church of I- 
rael, and of the Apyftolicali Churches, {o wee are not deftitute of 
patterns in this cafe of thofé that fucceeded them. Fallin Martyr 
in his fecond Apologie for Chriftians,a hundred and fifty yeares 
€ after Chrift, {peaketh of the ruler of the Church, fending up 
<C'prayers and praifes to God, without mentioning any: prefcrzpt 
<¢ forme, according to his power (or facultie ) of prayer, or thank{- 
S¢ ptving, left him by the Apoftles or others. And Tertullian about 
C€ 293. yeares after Chrilt, in his Apologie for Chri‘tians, faith, 
» © they prayed fine monitore,quia de peftoreywithout a prompter; be- 
“ canfe they prayed from their heart , Zertzll. Apolog. 30. that is, 
< ( as Zeph. on the place expoundeth it ) they prayed not accord- 
*¢ ing to the dictate of the Saints, to wit, in any torme of words 
“ prefcribed by them. And indeed, if in thofe bloudy times of per- 
‘fecution, the Church had any fet-forme of Liturgie, wherein they 


had been injoyned a forme of folemne prayers for their Emperoury 
Le: it 
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who admitted to Bapti{me, Chap. 4. 


ey 
at had been an unskilfull and finfull negle&, both in Faftiz and Ter- 


tullcan, to omit fuch publick evidences of their profeffed loyaltie 
and devotion to the State. 


Sect. V. : raga 


Objekt. f Ree fecond thing in our adminiftration of publick or- 


dinances, whereof many require account of us is,why 


in the adminiftration of the Sacraments, wee dog not admit the 


Members of the Churches of England, either themfélves to the 
Lords Supper, or their children to Baptifme, as wee receive the 
Members of other Churches in this Countrey. 
- Anfey. Let it firft be knowne what we doe,and then confider ups 
on what ground weedoeit. | 
1. Wee doe not admit the members of other Churches in this 
Countrey, unleffe they bring with them Letters of recommenda- 
tion from the Churches whence they came;or at leaft unleffe thofe 
Churches have made knowne to us their defire, that their Mem- 
bers coming occafionally among ft us,may be received to the Lords 


Table, with our owne, by vertue ofcommunion of Churches. 


2. Wee doe not admit the Members of other Churches to fel- 
lowfhip of the Lords Table, if either the perfons themfélves, or 
the Churches from whencethey came, lie under any offence before 
the Church. ; ; 

Now the grounds upon which wee thus walke, are thefe. 

t. From the power requifite to the adminiftration of the Sa- 
craments, 272. to adminifter a Sacrament, is not an a&t of Chriftian 
libertie, that every Chriftian may difpenfe to whom he pleafe, but 
an aé? of power, which Chrift hath given to them who are called to 
be Minifters of the Word, and by them to be difpenfed unto the 
Church, whereof the Holy Ghoft hath made them over-feers. 
They then over whom wee have no minifteriall power, unto them — 
wee may not difpenfe an a& of porer ; but they who are Members 
of no Church,wee have no minifteriall power over them;and they 
who are Members of other Churches ( not of our own) wee have 
no power over them, further then they are recommended to us 
from their own Churches, either by Letters,or by word of mouth, 
and fuch are all che members of the Churches in this ee 

whom 


and the Lerds Supper, Pe 


whom wee doe admit to communion with us at the Lords Table. 
But now for our Brethren, who come out of England , many of 
them are altogether unknowne to us ; and thofe who are well 
known,(and it may bealfo well approved) yetthey bring no Le:- 
ters of recommendations to us from thofe Churches who had in- 
tereft in them, and power over them. And befides, wee know that 
thofe who have been members of any parifh Church in England, 
when once they remove their dwelling out of that Parifh,chey are 
accounted as no longer members of that Church;fo that they come 
over to us as members of no particular Church at all, eitherin old 
England or innew;and fo they are under the power of no Church, 
either there or here ; how then can wee difpenfe an ac of power 
to them, over whom wee have no power at all , either commen- 
ded tous by themfelves, or by the Churches from whence they 


came? Would it be thought reafonable, in cafe that any of our | 


Country-men comming over tous, fhould fall into drunkennefie, 
or whoredome, or other {candalous crimes, if the Church where 
he fojourneth amongft, fhould proceed to excommunicate him for 
the fame? were it not an a&, Coram non judice ? might he not de- 
mand juftly, by what authoritie we caft him out of our Communion, 
who was never yet evtred into our Communion ? This may theretore 
yeeld us a juft defence. 

They over whom we have no power to cenfure, Gin any cafe by 
Excommunication ) to them-wee have no power to difpenfe the 
Communion ; but fo it is, we have no power tocenfure any of our 
Congregation (though never fo fcandalous) by excommunicating, 
unleffe they firft commend themfelves to our fellowfhip. 

Therefore neither have wee power till then to receive them in- 
to our communion. : 

2. A fecond ground of their pra&tife wee take from the nature 
of the Sacraments, which though they be feales of the righteouf- 
nefle of faith, ( Rom. 4. 11.) yet not toall the faithfull, as fissh.but 
as they are confederate and joyned together in fome particular vifthle 
Church. None may ordinarily difpenfe a Sacrament of the new 
Teftament, but a Minifter of a viftble Church, nor may he difpenfe 
it to any, but to the members of a vifible Church. In the old Te- 
ftament, none were partakers, either of the Paffeover, or of Circum- 


cifion, unlefle they were either Iraelizes borne, or Profelytes to the 
Church 


a7 | 


who admitted to the Sacraments. Chap. 4. 


Church of Ifrael. Fob and his three friends , and Elihe wich them,. 


though all of them righteous by faith, and all of the ftocke and kin~ 
dred of Abrabam, yet wee read of none of them to be circumcifed s 


nor is it credible they were; for had they been Circwmeciféd, they 


would not have kept fo deep filence ofit taroughout all theircon- 


ference with Job, as they doe; efpecially having fo- often occafion . 


to urge the pollution of nature from the birth 5 whereof Circwmeifion 
had been a moft pertinent and pregnant evidence to convince the 
fame. And wherefore were they not all circuimcifed, being all of 
them righteous by faith , but onely becaufe they had not opportu- 
nitie to joyne themfelves to the houfe of Ifrael , to whom onely the 
Church, and the Covenant of grace, unto them andtheir feed, and the 
feales of the Covenant were granted? : 


Objet. Ifit be objected, that all that were circumcifed amongft. 


the people of Jfrael, might come and keepethe Paffeover amongft 


them: but wee here withhold the Lords Supper trom them that _ 


are baptized. 

Anfw. Our anfwer is, they that were circumcifed amongft the 
Lraclitesy might rightly keepe the Paffcover amonglt them, becaufe 
the whole Nation of J/rael made but one Church, and the Officers 
or Minifiers of any one Synagogue ( the Priefts and Levites _) were 
Minifters in common to the whole houfe of Ifrael. In proportion 


whereunto they that are baptized in any particular Church, may 


in like fort require the Lords Supper in the fame particular church 
where they are baptized, ifthere beno other impediment in regard 
of their unfitnetle to examine themfelves whichis a thing requifite to 
the receiving of the Lords Supper, more then was required to the re= 


ceiving of the Paffeover. But now becaufe the Churches of the new 


eftament are of another conftitution, none of them nationall, as the 
Church of J/rael was , but all of them congregational; Baptifmein 
one Church doth not give a man right to the Lords Supper in ano~ 
ther, unlefle the Officers of ove Church were the Officers of all, (as 
in [/rael they were ) or unlefle that one Church and the Ofhicers 
thereof did recommend their right and power to another. 

3. Athird ground of our prattife in this pointis taken from the 
cate of publick offence, which we conceive ought to be removed from 
all fuch as are to partake together at the Lords Table; fo wedeale 
with the members of our own Church, and fo wee deale with the 

members 
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members of neighbour Churches in this Countrey: None ae: heidi 
are received unto the Lords Table with us, whileft they lie under 
the guilt of any publick fcandall before the face of the Church: 


For itis-our Saviours direction, that if a man bring bis gift to the. 


Altar, and there remembers that his brother hash ought againft bin, he 


fhould there leave bis gift, and goe firft to be reconciled to his brother, 


and then come ana offer his gift, Mat.5.23, 24. It this be arule for 
a mans onne private direCtionyin cafe of private offences, it will be a 
tule alfo fur a whole Church to dire& an offending brother to doe 
the like in cafe of a publick offenze : Wee doe theretoré dire&t both 
the brethren of our own Church, and of any other Church in this 
Countrey, that if chey prefent them(elves to communion with us 
at the Lords Table, they fhould firft. remove fuch publick ofence, 
as either them/elves or the Chirch from whence they come, doe lie 
under, before the Lord, and us ; that according to the figure in the 
law of the P.ffeover. no /ezven mutt be found among us when wee 
come to fit downe at the Lords Table together.. 

Now though-wee rather. choofe to cover i72 filencey and to mourne 
in fecret, for any corruptions found in other Churches , efpecially in 
thefe fo deare and neare unto us,as the Churches of Lxgland be, 
yet inthis cafe, fuithfu’nefe to God and them,and the neceflary de- 
fence of our own due proceedings here, .conftraineth us to confefle 
fundiy publick offences under which our Englifh pari{ls Churches, 
Yiesand wherein our felves al{i were defiled, whilett we lived in them, 
and our Country-men_ are.deiiled that come over to us from, 
them. . 

t.. It isa publick offence; that they come over not.as members of 
any particular vifible Church tor they leave that relation where they 
left their habitation ) but of a Nationall Church, whereof Chritt 
hath given.us no patterne in the new Teftament ; andin which he 
hath appointed no zatéonall Churches, nor any nationall worfhip to 
he performed by them. 

2. Itisa publick offence,that though they were baptized in fome 
parifh Church in Exgland, upon {ome Covenant, or ftipulation of 
their parents, or of {ome in their ftead,whom they call god-fathers, 
which alfo was without warrant , yet generally they have come to 
the Lords Table without any publick profeffion of their own faith, or re- 
pentance, or promife of performance of thafe Chriftian dutiesswhich their 
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parents, or others in their ftead, made for them; which is an offence, | 


not onely contrary to the order of their owne Church, exprefled 
inthe Raubrick before the Common Catechifme, but alfo contrary to 
the word of God, which receiveth none to the fellowfhip of the. 
feales of the Covenant , but fuch as profeffe their taking bold of the 
Covenant, as hath been fhewed before. 3 Tee 
3. It is a publick offence, that in their parifh Communion, 
( which not communion of {pirit, but co-habitation begetteth ) they 
partake with all ignorant and fcandalous pzifons, not excluding 
drunkards, whoremongers, prophane {wearers , covetous world- 
lings, Atheifts, Papifts,and the like; whereby it cometh to pafle, 


that not a little leaven , but a great maffé of leaven hath deeply lea- _ 


vened the whole lump. 


4+ Itis a publike offence, that they have worfhipped God ac- 
cording to the precepts and inventions of men, both in prefcripe 
formes of Liturgie, and Letanies, and in fich ceremonies, as which 
though they be not ordained of God, yet are publickly exjoyned, as 
neither darke, nordull, but apt to ftirre up the dull mind of man 
to the remembrance of dutie to God by fome notable and {peciall 
fignification, by which he may be edified. 

5- Itis a publick offence, that they have yeelded voluntary fub- 
jeftion and obedience to fuch a forme of government in the Church, 
as the Lord Jefus hath not appointed in his Word, and have ap- 
proved the fame, whether by fubfcription, or by oath of Canonicall 
obedience, or by conformitie to their ufurpations and injunttions. 

Thefe, or fuch like publick offences, as wee have bewailed in our 
felues, Lo farre as weevhad any fellowthip with them) {o wee have 
thought it needfull, that our brethren alfo who came over to us, 
fhould profefle their repentance of the fame, at leaft in a pofitive 
acknowledgement , of the contrary fincere wayes of the Gofpel, 
before they be received to Communion with us. | 


Szcr. Vi. 


E thefe grounds may fuffice to juftifie our 07-admittance of all 
the Country-men promifcuoufly, that come over to us #o the 
fellowfbip of the Lords Table, without further iatisfation, the fame 
alfo Cor fome of them at leaft_) may faffice to juftifie our on-ad~ 
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Se&.6 whofe Children bave right to Bupti{me. 


sad 


wiiziance of their infants dinto Bzptifme. Infancs cannot claime right 
unto Baptifme, bue inthe right of one of their parents, or both: 
where neither of the Parents can claimeright to the Lords Supper, 
there their dzfunts cannot claime right to Bzptifme. And they can- 


not claime right to the Lords Supper, if it be fo chat wee have not 


Jawfull libertie to adminifter the Lords Supper to the Parents; or 
to one of themat leaft, eicher for ovr want of due power over them, 
or through their mant of Communion with the Charch;(whereot 
the Sacrament is a feale Jor by reafon of iome publick offence which 
they lie under ; (as hath been already opened). Surely though this 
third reafon reach not Infants, yet the twotormer doe, and pre- 
vent. as their Parents of juftscl.zime of the Lords Supper, fo them of 
duevight of Buptifme withuse For neicher have wee power over 
them,ueither have they communion with any particular Church, 
being difmifled from the Church where they were baptized, and 
recommended to none. 


Againg this fund:y things are objected, and fich ( as teeme ) 
of much weight; as 


y. Thatthe Sacrament of Baptifme hath’ been adminifired to 
fome whowere 20 members of any vi fible Church, and therefore why 
not to the Children of zon-members ? as Philip baptized the Exnuch, 
Aéts 8. 37538. and’ Perer baptized Cornelins and his houfhold, 
Aéfs 10247548. Paul baptized Lydia and her houthold, the Gaoler 
and: liishoutho!ld, 4s 16.15.33. To which wee anfwer three 
things. © ) ADT 

Firft, The Apoftles had an unlimited power, and might baptize 
beleevers profeiling the faith , and their feed’, whereloever they 
came, but the power of Puftors and Teachers is limiced to their own 
particular vifible Church, which hath called them to minifter un- 
co them. 

Secondly, It cannot be proved, that the Apoftles or Evange~ 
lifts baptized any but fuch as either were members of fome vifible 

“Church before they preached to them, or elfethey gathered them 
into'a vilible Church eftate,before they baptized them. The Ewnuth 
in A&s S. was a Profelyte tothe Church of Feru{alem, for the Text 
faith, be came up to Hiersfalem for to worfhip, A&s 8.27. Neither let 
any man objeé, that his memberfhip at Hier falem would not: in- 
title him to Baptifne, feeing Baptifme is a Sacrament of the Chri- 
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whofe children bave right to Baptifme. Chap. 4. 


fttan Church , not of the Fewifh ; for whatfoever member of the 
Fewifo Church, as beleevediin Chrift as the Mefliah, and profefled 
that faith, he was capable of Baptifme; for fuch they were whom 
Jobn baptized, Adat.3.6.and Chritts Difciples, Fob. 4.2. yea all the 
Iraelites were baptized in thecloud and in the Sea, inthe dayes of 
Mofes, 1 Cor. 10. 2. As for Lydia, and the Gzoler, and both their 


_ families, they lived together in the fame Citie of Philippi, AG. 16. 


12.:-where was a company alfo ofother brethren, wer. 4. and from 
the beginning of the Gofpel (which doubtleffe was when he prea- 
ched to them, Als 16. ) he fpeaketh of them asa Church ; Know 
yee Philippians faith he) that in the beginning of the Gofpel.no Church 


communicated with meeas concerning giving and recetving,but yee onely, — 


Phil. 4. 15. Which evidently holdeth them forth as a Church at 
that time, and that Paul did firft gather the brethren there into a- 
Church, when he baptized Lydia, and the Gaoler, and others there. 


_ And indeed the Commiffion which Chrift gave his Apoftles, hol- 


deth it forth, that they were by preaching to make Ditciples, be- 
fore they baptized them and their children, Adat.28.19. Now a 
Difciple (as the meaning of the word implyeth ) is a Scholler in 
Chrifts {choole, and therefore when the Apoftles were direéted to 
make Difciples before they did baptize them, they were not onely 
to convert them to the faith, but alfo to gather them as Difciples 
or Schollers into a Schoole of Chrift; and the Schoole of Chrift 
is every particular vifible Chriftian Church,wherein fome are tea~ 


_ chers, fome are Difciples or Schollers, and his Difcipline is exerci- 


fed amongft them. Neitheris it credible, that the Apoftles would 
baptize any, that is, apply to them the feale of the Covenant given 
unto the Church, before they had taught them the Covenant it 
{elfe, and entred them into it 5 in which regard wee cannot eafily 
thinke, that when Peter baptized Cornelius and his family , he did 
onely perceive they had received the holy Ghoft, and evidently 
profefied the fame in new tongues,(Ais 10.455 46, 47. )but-that 
he did alfo gather them into one body, direGting them to the {piri- 
tuallufe of the newly received gifts in the Conimunion of Saints, 
and baptized them into the fellowiip of the Lord Jefus, and of 
one another in his Name. x 

Thirdly, Wee anfwer, as the Apoftles were tranfcendent Off- 
cers of the Church , fo they received tranfcendent power to ad- 


minifter 


— Se&.6. whofe Children have right to Baptife. 
minifter-their worke. Asthe Father fent Chrift, fo Chrift fent 
them, Fob. 20.21.to wit, Cum amplitudine e& plenitudine potefbatis, 
with all fulneffe of power, fo that any one Apoftle received both the 
gifts and power of all the Officers of the Church. Any Apoftle might doe 
the worke, not onely of an Apoftle, but of a Prophet, of an Evange- 
Lift, ofa Paftor, of a Teacher, of a Deacon. They doe foretell ( as Pro= 

. phets’) things to come, Acts 27.22. Fhey travelled up and downe 
not onely to plant Churches , but to water Churches, as Evange- 
lifts, A&s 15.41. They as Paftors feed the flock of Chrift with whol- 
feme words of exhortation, Job. 21. 25. They as Teachers of the 
Gentiles, as Paul {peaketh of himfelfe,taught them in the my fteries 
of the kingdome of God. They (as Elders ) ruled the Church, not as 
Lords, but as examples to the flocke, and as Deacons they received 
the oblations of the Church, and diftributed the fame according to 
the neceflitie of the Saints. Yea, though when the Apoftles came 
where Churches were planted, they did put forth noa& of tran- 
f{cendent authoritie, but did all with the confent of the Church ; 


yet in the abfence of the Churches, they might doe any af which 


any Church, and all the Officers thereof might doe together. ‘As for 


ought wee know they mightin fuch a cafe zmpofe hands alone 3 fo 


Pawl might fet apart Timothy'to fome {fpeciall office, 2 Tim. 1. 6. 
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they might alone deliver unto Satan, 1Tim.1.20.they alone might — 


baptize,in as much as the prefence, and the power; and fellowlhip 


of any one of them, did comprehend as much as the prefence and 


power and fellowlhip of the whole Church together; their acts 
therefore in fuch tranfcendent cafes ; are not patterns, nor prefi- 
dents for us; but according to the meafure of the gift of Chrift, 
wee are to move in our owne line, and to aé onely as thé Mini- 
fters of Chrift and his Church, in the prefénce and fellow{hip of the 
Church. | 

2. It is objetted againe, that children of excomniunicated per- 
fons , fuch as being caft. out, are not holden as members of the 
Church, have yet right unto Baptifme, and therefore it is not well 
done of us to-deny the Baptifme of the children of fuch as are not 
Members. °° 

That children of Excommunicated perfons have right to Bap- 
tifme, they prove by fundry Arguments. 

1 From the confidération of the' divers forts of Members+ 
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2. Some are members oncly in: fhew and. appearance, as hypo-; 
crites, which are as woddden legs fa {tned.to. the body... 

3. Some are live/y members, knit toGhrilt by faith, to the bre- 
thren by the {piric of love. = Lae 

4. Some are decayed members, which though they belong to Gods 
Eleétion, & are truly ingraffedinco ChriftJelus,yet for the prefene: 
have no lively fenfe of the power and.vertue.of Chrift: thefe are\. 
like to a legge or arme to. acman that hath:a dead palfey, which) 
though ic remaine for atime without feeling and nourifhment,yet 
being joyned to the body, it may be recovered by the vertue of 
fome-ftrong medicine; and made whole as the other: 9.0. yt 

. Of this fort-are Excommunicatéd perfons,tor ia regard of their 

ingrafling,they are true members,and cannot be quite.cut off from: 
the body of Chrit, Fob. 10. 18. And.though they be holden:as 
cut off from the holy Communion of the faichfull by the Chur- - 
ches cenfure ; as. allo becaufe Chritt racifieth in heayen, what the 
Church hath done.on earth asd: likewife becaulé,in themfelves 
they wane the free paflage of the life and vertue of the spirit of 
grace,till they betouched with repeptance; yet they-are not whol- 
ly cut off rom the focietie of the taichfull, becaute the {eed of faith 
remaineth in them, and that knicteth the bond.of conjunftion 
with Chrift.; 3% iT 2 re 7 

Anf. Thofe godly learned Divines, who doe thus argue, wee 
doe fo highly efteeme, and fo deeply reverence in the Lord, that 
were the caufe our owne, and not the Lords, wee fhould rather let 
it fall; then defend it, by oppolition to the grave judgements of 
fuch holy Saints.. But becauic wee-may not accept, perfons in the 
things of Chrift, wee are forced to excufe our felves from fabmit- 
ting to their judgements in this caufe, which yet generally in o- 
thers wee yeeld unto them; Our anfwer therefore is, that howfoe- 
ver fuch excommunicate perfons as are truly faithfzll ( notwith- 
ftanding the cenfure of excommunication ) becaufe the feed: of 
faith remaineth in them 3 yet to the foctetze of the faithful, joyned 
in .a particular vifible Church, they are not knit, but wholly aut off 
from their Communion: forit is not the feed of faith, nor faith ic 
felfe, that knitteth aman to this ox that particular viftble Church, 


-but. 
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butan holy profeffion of the faith, and profeffed {ubjeCtion to the 
Gofpel of Chrilt in their Communion. Which profeflion, when a. 
fithfull man hath violated by fome notorious fcandalous crime, 
or by wilful obftinacy;in ftanding out in any offence againft the: 
rule of the Gofpel, he is now delivered unto Satan , and therefore 
wholly cut off from the Communion of the Churchjand confequently 
from the feales thereof: himfelfe frony the Lords table, his feed 
(which are his members) from Baprifme : he is not now as a dead: 
palfey member, cut. off from the body ; Ne pars fincera trabatur 5 
the Lord Jefis may ftill lay holdupon him by his Spiric 5 when. 
yet he cannot inany lively manner for the time lay hold upon 
Chrift ; and: fo he may till remaine a member of the invilible: 
Church: of the firft-borne, when yet he hath neither part, nor 
portion,.nor feliowihip in cbe-pardicular tiock and vilible Church. 
of Chrift Jefus, but is as an Heathen, ora Publican. 

Now becaule the Sacraments are not given’ to the-invilible 
Church,nor to the members thereof, af fr:h, but to the vilible par-- 
‘ticular Churches of Chrift Jefus, and to the members thereof; 
fich therefore as ave cut off from their memberlike Communion: 
with the vifible Church ,.arecut off alto from the feales of. that 
- Communion, Baptifme,:ahd the Lords Supper. As therefore wee. 
doe not receive:an Hezthen to tbe tellowfhip of the Suppers. nor 
their feed to Baprifine, fo neither dare wee receive an Excommuni~ 
sate perfon (who is tous as an Heathen). unto the Lords Suppers: 
nor his children to Baptifme. | 

Object. Ix is objeSted. againe in the behalfe of the children of Ex= 
communicate perfons, that ic is not in the power of'man to cut 
them off from Chrit, though they be excommunicate: the perfo- 
nall fin of the Parent, may not keepe the blefling from the childe, 
and, therefore not deprive. it of the libertie of the: ordinance of 


oiling’ 2 pe | 

Aufe. The fame power of Chrift that ratifieth.the Cenfure of 
the Church again ft the Excommunicate parent, though ic doe nos 
cut off the’childe from’ Chrift, (no more then the Father ) yet it 
cuts him off from the outward fruition of the Cavenant of Chrift with 
his Church,and from the (eales thereof : For as.Chrilt gave the 
childe no right unto Baptifne, but by the Fathers right unto the 
Covenant, and Communion of the. Church. fo if he taketh a- 

| Way. 
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_ finne of the parent is not in this cafe a meer private or perfonall’ 
finne, but the finne of a publick perfon of his family. For asthe: 


2.Command. 
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whofe Children have ight to Baptifme. 


way the Fathers right from the Covenant and Communion of the’ 


Church, he taketh away the Childrens right alfo. The perfonall 


profeflion of his faich at his receiving into the Church was as the 


 profeffion of a publick perfon , for receiving bim and his children 


(who could make no profeflion, but by his mouth )izta the Church: 
So his violation of his profeflion by a {candalous crime, ‘wasas a 
publick violation thereof, for himfelfe and his feed , who fland and 
fail before the Church in his name and perfon. | 
Objeté. It is yet further objeCted, Wee mutt alwayes put a diffe- 
rence between perfons Excommunicate,which doe not make fepa- 


ration from the Church, (though they be grievous offender) and’ 


open Apoffates (which joyne themfelves with the enemies of the 


Church, to the ruine and overthrow of the Gofpel,) and betweety 


Lurkes and Infidels, that are forth of the Covenant, and never be- 
longed to Chrift. 


Anfw. Weewillingly put a difference between the Excommuni< 


cate perfons and Apoftates, and Turkes ; to Wit, in {uch things 
wherein they difier.. Excommunicate perfons are neerer to-helpe 
and meanes of converfion then Turkes ; Kor Excommunication it 


~ felfe is a means of falvation, 1 Cor. 5-5-and Turkes are nearer then 


Apoftates ; For better zt were never to have knowne the way of vightes 
oufnelftsthen after they have knowne it, to turne away fromthe holy Com 
mandenent given unto them, 2 Pet. 2. 21. But yet in this they all a- 
gree, they are all of them as Heathens, 142t.18. 17. And therefore 
neither the Parents to be admitted to the Lords Table 5 hor their 
children to Baptifme. Wy, 

Obje%: Moreover, it is ftill further obje&ted in behalfe of In- 
fants, If the mercy of God enlarge it felfe' to thou{ands,why fhould men 
queftion whether fuch Infants belong to the Covenant, and fo 
keepe them from the Sacrament of Baptifine,which is due to them 
by the right of their Anceftors? : 

Anfir. 1. Tithe extenfion of Gods mercy to thoufands, be a fuffici- 
ent ground to extend Bapsifme to the children of Excommunicate 
perfons, in the right of their Anceftors; it may fuffice as well to 
extend it to the children of Turks and Infidels, and Apoftates, and 
fo the difference of the one from the other ( urged in thelaft Argu- 


ment) 
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ment ) will be taken away. For it isnot above 66. Generations 
from Nozb to Chrift,as is plaine in the Genealogié, Lxk.3.23.t0 38. 
and there have not paffed as many more generations from Chrifts 
time to the Turks and Infidels of this prefent age.And then if Gods 
mercy to a thoufand Generations may fetch in the Children of Excom- 
municate perfins, the fame promife may fetch in all Turks and Infi- 
dels at this day ; wee dare not therefore improve the large exten- 
fion of Gods mercy fo farre'asto give a thoufand Generations 
‘right and title to the Covenant of God with his Church, and to 
- ‘ncourage the Minifters of the Gofpel to fet the feales of the Co 
yeriant thereunto. — ee . 

The true meaning of the promife wee take to be, That God out 
of his abundant grace and rich mercy; may and) doth’ extend 
thoughts of redeeming and converting grace and mercy unto thou- 
fand Generations; But he never allowed his Church any warrant 
to receive into their Covenant, and Communion, the Children of godly 

parents, who lived 2 thoufand yeare agoe, much lefle a thoufand Gene- 

‘gations. Nay rather the Text is plaine, that the holineffe of the 
children,dependeth upon the faith of the next immediate parents, 
(or of one of them at leaft.) 1 Cor.7. 14. to Wit, fuch faith as de- 
nominateth them Chriftian-beleevers 5, in oppofition to Pagan Infi- 
dels : and that holinefle of the children to fuch parents, is called. 
Federall, which receiveth them into the Covenant, and to. the 
feales of it. 

Objet. Laftly, itis objeCted, that children borne in fornicatzon, 
have right to Baptifme,and why not then the children of Excom- 
municate parents? The wickednefle of parents ought not to preju- 
dice the children in things that pertaine to their falvation. 

Anji. The wickednefle of the Parent doth not prejudice the 
Eletion or Redemption, or the faith of the childe: Fepbtasa baftard, 
is yet reckoned up in the Catalogue of Beleevers, Heb.11. 32. But yet 
in the old Teftament, a Baftard was not admitted to come into the 
Congregation of the Lurd,to bis tenth Gener ation,Deut.23.2. and that 
could not but prejudice all the bafe-borne children of Irae! and 
that in the things which pertaine to their falvation. And though 

- God fheweth greater grace to them in thedayes ofthe Gofpel, yee 
greater grace cannot (by proportion of any rules of the Gofpel ) 


be expetted for them from the Churcn » then this, that notwith- 
? ftanding 


“whofe Children bave right to BRaptife. 


. whole Children fein right to Baptifme. | Chap. 40 | 


ea ~ 


{tanding the finne of their parents, they may be received into the 
Congregation of the Lord, and 10 unto Baptifme; either when 
cheir parents repent and acknowledge their fin before the Lord and. 
his Church, or when themfelves are able to make abetser profeffion of 
better things in their owne perfons. | 

- Ic is generally knowne, that ourbeft Divines doe not allow the. 
Baptifme of Baftards, fine ponforibus ; But whether they confider, 
Sponforery as witnelles, as fome doe who. fetch allowance of wit-» 
nefles from Iz. 8.25 3, 4- or whether they confider them‘as Sure=. 

ties, the holy Scripture gives no warrant for either in fuch a cafe. : 
~The place in I/ziah giveth no foothold for Witnefles in. Baptifme. 
The Prophet called not Urzah for a witneffe of the Circumeifion of 
his childe ; but of the conception of a man-childe yet unbegotten,, 
and of the Prophecy of fuch events as were to fall out during the, 
infancy of the childes nor was it meet the Prophet fhould honour, 
fo wicked a time=ferver as Uriah was,.to be a witnelle of the Cir- 
cumcifion of ‘his childe ; though ‘the more prophane and idola= 
trous he was, the more fit and faichfull a witmelle of a miraculous 
predi@ion; to the conviction of an incredulous King, and peoples, 
Andas for Sureties;: the Covenant is not intayled to Sureties, to 
{uch as for whom they undertake, but to faithfill parents, pertam= 
ing to the family of the Charch, and to their feed. Ivis true indeed, 
thereis a large promife to Abraham, ftretching the Covenant to 
his feed, not onely to the children of his ome body, and to his profe- 
lyte (orvants, but alfo to all that were borne iahis houfe, or bought 
with money, Gen. 17. 125 13. which happily may grant fo much 
libertie to a Chriftian Sponfor, that if a ftranger or wicked man 
{hould give him his childe from his infancy to be brought up as his 
owne, it may be baptized as bis onrne ; But that is theutmoft bounds 
of libertie in this cafe. And very doubtfull itis, whether the pro- 
mife pertaine onely to the children of Profelytes , eicher ftrangers 
or borne inthe houfe. But wee know not any ground at all to 
allow a faithfull man Jibertie to entitle another mans childe to 
Baptifme, onely upon a pretence of his owe promife to bave aneyeto . - 
his education, unlefle the childe be either borne in his houfe, or re> 
figned to him to be brought up as his owne. rail 
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Cc Har®. V. 
Touching the D ifpenfation of the Cenfures of the Church. 
Seer. I. 


Reeead| EE, proceed not to Cenfure, but in cafe of kzowne 
ASAPTAG offence, and fuch offence as cannot be healed without 
Py het Cenfure. Two forts of offences there be, fome private 
Aes between Brother and Brother ; fome publick and 2o- 
Le AAS} tor3ons being knowne to the whole Church ; or at leatt 
P) many, And of them , fome are more groffe and hainous , fome 

Ge 

3 Wr ethe offence be private between Brother and Brother,the Bro- 

ther offended is to follow the Rule of Chrift, Wat. 18. 15, 16,17. . 
That issfirft to goe and tell him of bis fault,or(as the word fignifieth ) 
Convince bim of his. fault, and to admonifb him of it privately; So that 
the plaifter may be no broader then the fore ; private admonition 
is moft futable to a private fault, and expreffeth both the wifaome 
and love of the Brother , who in fo doing, both healeth and co- 
vereth the offence at once: If the offender take the admonition in 
good part, (as taking part with the admonition againft his owne 
fine) the Brother hath wonne and gained him both to God and him- 
felfe : to God by repentance; to bimfelfe by this experiment of bis bro~ 
therly love : But if the offender heare not his Brother, but takes 
|. part with his fine againft the admonition, he then taketh one or 
two more with him, ( fuch as in wifdome he thinketh to be moft 
fit co prevaile with him ) that fo by the mouth of two or three, bis 
pd. of admonition maybe eftablifbed 3 or if the offender heare them 
not, his word of accufation to the Church may be eftabli(bed : And they 
coming to the offender and acquaint him with the caufe of their 
coming to: bring him to the fight of his finne, which they under- 
{tand. is. committed, by him;they firft cali upon the name of Chrift 
tobe prefent;, with them in this diitie according to his promife, 
Mati8..1.9>.2,0. where. he, hath faid’ he will be prefent with any 

to or three that are met together in bis name, to aske of him, (forit. 


is upon this occafion, and this chiefly upon which the promife is 
N made.) 


we fatefied. . 


Churen-cenfures bow difpenfed. Chap. 5, 


mented And the hater offended laieth open the offence before 


them, and declareth how ill the labour of his love was accepted be- 
fore, and defireth their helpe to aflift him in the conviGtion of the 
offender. If they can prevaile with him to acknowledge his of- 
fence, and to be humbled’for it,the foule of the ofienderis healed, 
thanks are given to God, and mutual] love renewed and increafed 
among tt themfelves. But if the offender deny the fact, and there is 
none, to-prove it but the Brother that brought them,they can pro- 
ceed.no farther, becaufe the teftimony of, one againft one , will nor 
fland in Judgement 4 Deut, 19. 15. If he acknowledge the fa&, but. 
doe not acknowledge the finfulneffe of it, but ftand ftifly to juftifie 
st, then the Brother firit offended telleth the Church ofit, to wit,. 
in.Gods way. He telleth the Elders, who are the mouth of the 
Church , that by them it may be prefented before the Church, 
andthe caufe heard and examined, and judged by them. Then 
one of the Elders, either by himfelfe, or calling forth the Brother 
offended, declareth the offence given to him by fuch a Brother, and. 
what courfe he tooke with him(according to the Rule of Chrift) 
to heale his Brother. Firft by private admonition, but fo he pre- 
vailed not.to bring him to a fight and fenfe of his finne; then how 
he tooke a Brother or two more to affift him in the worke, but 
wcither:{o could he. or they prevaile with him; which they being 
prefent, doe openly teftifie before the Lord‘and:his Church : And 
(o.by the mouth of to or-three, the word of bis accufation a eftablifhea’ 
before the Church.. asad | pa 
The Church.being thus informed of the eftate and carriage of 
the offence, the Elders doe labour in publick with the offender to 
convince him, both of his finne and impenitencie under it, not- 
withftanding alt the faichfulneffe,and love of his Brethren,in feck- 
ing to heale his fpirit in private. It is free allo for any of the Bre- 
thren’ (leave and libertie being, firft defired and obtained of the 


Elders.) to help forward. the convittion by any words of wifdome - 


and’ zeale which God {hall putinto their mouths; wherein if the 
conviGtions and. perfwatfions of the Church doe prevaile to any 
kindly humiliation of che offender in the acknowledgement of his 
finne before the Lord and his Church ; the offender ss gained, the 


fonne 9s fubdwed others difcouraged from the lake offence,and-thic Church 
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_ Bucifon the contrary the offender ftand. out in. defence of his 
fin, as well againft the whole Church,as he did before again{t the Bre~ 
+bren,who dealt with him in private,the Church then entereth in- 
to confideration of the assure and Quality of the offence, whether 
icbegrofle and hainous,fuchasis condemned by the Aight of nature, 
(like thofe caft out by the Apoftle, 1 Cor. 5-11.) or whether it be 
fiach as (through fome mift of egnorancesor ftrengeb of prefent paffion ) 
he doth not clearly difcerne the finfulneffe of it: ific be of the for- 
mer fort, they proceed then to excommunication, both in refpect 
of the nature of the crime ( whereof more hereafier) as alfo in re- 
{pec of his contumacy to the Church. If itbe of the later fore, the 
Church proceedeth not forthwith to excommunication of the of- 
fender, but after once’ or twice admonition; Forin this cafe it is 
with the offender as with an Heretike,who may erre at firft,and ftand 
smhiserror, for wantof clear light, and is therefore once and again 
(according to the rule of the Apoftle, Ti#.3. 10) to be adimonifbed 
befure he be vejected:when therefore an admonition is judged feafon= 
able, one of the Elders, with the confent of the whole Church, 
doth recalled the offence, and all the arguments of weight, which have 
been publikely or privately ufed to convince the offender of his finnes and 
difcovererh to hinvalto, that invalidity and foallowneffe of all bis.an~ 
{mers and evafions 5 and thereupon doth filenszly, in the name of the 
Lord, admonifh and charge him to {ee the danger of {uch a fing and di- 
flemper of bis foule, in maintaining of it; thatlo (if ic be the will of 
‘God)he niay be recovered out of the fnare of the Tempter. Whilft 
the Brother is thus caft, and lyeth under thercenfure of admonition, she 
ftandeth in the judgement of the whole Church, as..2 convinced 
ublike offender; and therefore, till hee be reconciled co the Church 
y the penitent and publique. acknowledgement of his fin before 
them, bee doth abfiain from the Lords Table; according to the dis 
reétion of our Saviour, who world not have an offender prefent bimjelf 
nor bis gift before the altars wbileft the guilt of the offence of bys bro~ 
sher lay upon bim, Mat. 5.23524. OFs as the Priefts in the Law did 
forbear to eat of the holy bread, whileft they lay i uncleanne(fe, Lev.22. 
35 4- OF,as one who lying inbis uncleannefi, dia rather pollute tbe bo- 
ly Ordinance of God by partaking of tty then receive any boline/S fram 

it, Hag, 2.125 13- | 
The offender then by this publique seen being debarred 
2 CONF 


—— "WRT S —_ = a ‘ - 
cas? ’ a < gat RCA LIE ee ae i dT * = ra 

oe ee eee » 1 tae ye ; © th OF ¢ mas et a 
DRM ee ee Ie ek Ss 


oes web e Nee v. 
Metre pet 
ena d ete Ba Sai 
Church-cenfures bow difpenfed. Chap. 5¢ 


of his wonted fellow{hipin the Lords Table, and withall being {o- 
licited;and urged by his brethren and friends, to confider his great 
diftemper of {pirit, in ftanding out {0 long in‘that which is evill ; 
If hereupon (by the grace of Chrift ) he'come'to himfelfe, and fee 
his fin, and defire to reconcilé himfelf to the Lord, and his bre- 
thren,he then acquainting one'of the Elders with his defire,is called 
forth in the face of the a 3 to make publike confeffion of his 


fin, and to judgehiméelf forit; wherein, if the Lord help himto - 


hold forth an ingenuous and humble loathing of his ‘fin and of 
himfelf for it; they bleffe God for his blefling upon his ordinance, 
and readily receive him into wonted favour, and brotherly fellow- 
fhip with them,in all the liberties of Gods honfesbut if on thecon- 
trary the {pirit of the brother grow more& more hardened in his 
fin; and ftand out againft all means (publike and private) of his 
reformation, the Church having waited a convenient time,and yet 
finding their brother wax worfe and worfe, (as is commonly féeen 
in fuch cafes, wherein men are not humbled under fach means) 
then, according to the rule of Chrift, Adz. 13. 17. one of the 
_ Elders propounding the cafe, firft to'the whole Church, and they 


giving their confents (as before’ for his admiffion, fo now for his _ 


expulfion) hee fetteth his fin°in order again before him, with all 
the circumftances and ageravations of it, efpecially how hee hath 
taken in vain, and made unprofitableall other means for his reco- 
very; and therefore now, inthe name, and with the power of the 
Lord Jefus,and with the confent'of the wholé Ghurch she pronoun- 
ceth him cut off from the communion of the Church, and delive- 
reth him untoSatan, as an Heathen or 2 Publican, for the deftru- 
tion of the fleth, that his foul may be faved in the day of the Lord 

Jefus ; and all this according to the dire@ion of the Holy Ghoft, 
Matth. 18.17. 2, Cor.§.455. °° . of 
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ae thus the Churth proceedeth, in café the offence be pri- 
3 vate atfirft, and and léfle fcandalous ; but if the offence be 
be publike, and hainotsand grofly feandalous, ftich asts condem- 

ned even amongft the Heathens, by the light of nature ; as thofe 
_ ‘Mentioned by the Apoftle rors. 11. F, oraKeation, Adultery,Inceft, 


Maurther, 
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Murtber, Rayling, Extortion, and the like; or fuch as are generally 
accounted damnable and deteftable among{t Chriftians, as Idola- 
ery, Blalphemy, Prophanenefs, &c. Wee take our {elves bound to 
proceed more roundly againft fuch ; for in fuch cafes the Apoftle 
doth not dire& us to fuch graduall proceedings by private admoniti« 
ons, but if any Brother (faith he) bea fornicators or covetousy or an 
Idolater, or a railer, ora drunkard, or an extortioner, with fuch a one 
no-not to eat: For it doth not ftand with the glory of God, or ho- 
nour of his Church to. accept an acknowledgement of fuch grofle 
and {candalous crimes without further cenfurre ; but it becometh 
the Church, (being a commiunion of Saints) rather to free them- 
felves from the guilt and fellowhip of fuch notorious wickedne(s, 
by expreffion of their zealand juft indignation againft fuch fins by 
cafting out the committers thereof from fellowthip amongit them; 
forthough the blood of Chrift, andthe repentance of an offender 
do remove any offence, though never fo hainous in the fight of 
God and man, yet God being jealous of his own glory, and of the 
honour of his Church, isnot wont ordinarily to grant repentance 
unto fuch notorious finners, untill the cenfure of the Church have 
pafled uponthem. Both 
"” Whileft the offender lyeth under the cenfure of excommunica- 
tion, though he be excluded from the communion of the Church, 
and fo from the Lords Table, and from all other liberties of 
Church-fellowfhip (asvoting in ele&tions, admiffion of members, 
cenfures, &c-) yet wee donot debar him from estrance into the af- 
sembly of the Church in zime of preaching the Wordor Prayer, or fuch 
other worfhip of God, asis not peculiar to the Church ; forthisli- . 
berty wedo not forbid to Heathens and Indians ; and perfons ex- 
communicate are but as Heathens, in refpe& of worthip, although 
wor{ethen Heathens (even as Publicans,).in refpedt of familiar pri- 
ate comnranion;: for though wee might eat with an Heathen, 
(1 Cor.10. 27.)yet with a Publican the Jews would noteat, Mat.9. 
ii. nomore may we with excommunicate penfons, 2 Cor. 5. 11. But 
‘we donot read that an Heathen was forbidden'to hear the Word — 
in the Synagogues, though they were:not permitted to enter into 
the Temple(which was tothem of a Sacramental nature) AG).21. 
28,29. nor might they enteras members into the Congregation,Deut. 
13.3, to 8. But firppofe Hearheus were forbidden to heare the 


Word, 


a, 


tween fews and Heathens isnow broken down,as in other refpedts, 
{o in this, thac it isnot now unlawfull for an Infidell or Heathen 
to come into the affembly of the Church (1 Gor. 14. 235 24) 25.) 
As therefore we do not deny the like liberty, either to Indians or. 
Negars.; {0 net to excommunicate perfons: Moreever,this further 
compaffion and fuccour wee afford to an excommunicate perfon, 
that though we have caft him out of our liberties and priviledges 
peculiar to Church-fellowfhip, yet wee have not caf him out alfo 
of our hearts, nor out of our prayers, nor out of our care to re- 
cover fuch a loft{heepinto Chrifts fold again; and therefore ftill, 
though we forbear all familiar fellowthip with him, and counte= 
nance towards him, that he may be afhamed ; yet we account him 
- not as an evemy, but ftill take opportunity to admonifh him asa 


Brother, 2 The/-3. 14,45. And if wefind by theblefling of God and ~ 


Chrift uponthe cenfure; or by the rebukes of many miniftred un- 
to him, that the foul of the excommunicate perfon be humbled 
(as it was the café of the inceftuous Corinthian, 2 Cor. 2.6.) the 
Elders difcovering the fame, do call him forth before the Church, 
where hegiving glory to God,and contelling his fin, and the juftice 

-of God againtt him, and holding forth a repenting frame of {piric, 
to the fatisfa&tion of the Church, they do with common. confent 
forgive him and comfort him, and confirme their love tohim, by 
receiving him again into communion with the Church, and into 
all the liberties of Gods Houfe,as before. 


Si piewp Poh, 


ie all thefe tranfa&tions of Church proceedings, when wee fay we 
i do this or that with common confent, our meaning is, wee do-not 
carry on matters, either by the over-ruling power of the Presbytery, 
or bythe confent of the major part of the Church, butby the ge- 
nerall and joynt confent ofall the members of the Church; for 
we readin the Ads of the Apoftles, the Primitive Ghurch (which 
is a pattern for {ucceeding ages) carried all: their adminiftrations, 
sicbysadde, that is, with oneaccord, Ads 2.46. as becometh the 
Church of God ; which ought to be of oe heart, and one foul, of 
ork mindoand one jndgementand all to fpeak the fame thing, AG.4.3 2. 


1 Cor. 
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Word, even in the Synagogues, yet fecing that wallof partition bex 
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x€or, 1.10. Phili2.2,3. But; if ic fo fall our, that any diffe- 
rence do. arife, (as fometime there doth, through the remaining 
darknefle of our mindes, feeing wee all know’ but in part) then 
fuch as do diflent from. their Brethren, are ‘required.to propound 
the grounds of their diffent; which if they be weighty, and held 
forth from thelight of the Word, all the reft do fubmit, and yeeld 
thereunto, not as-to the voyce of their Brethren only, but as to the 
voyce of Chrift ; whofe voycealone mutt rule in the Church, and 
all the fheep.of Chrift will heareit; and all the upright in heart 
will follow it; thus Paphnutins is faid to turn about the whole ge- 
nerall Councell of Nice, inthe point of A4inifters marriage. But if 
the grounds of {uch as do diffent, do upon due confideration ap- 
pear to have little or no weight in them,the officers of the Church, - 
or fome other ofthe Brethren, do declare unto them theinvalidity 
thereof: If they be fatisfied,che matter in hand doth then proceed 
with thecommon confent of all; if they be not fatisfied yet, it is 
‘either through want of light (and fo through weaknefle of judge- 
‘ment) or through flrength of pride, and {o through ftiffneffe of will. 
If the former be the let, they take further pains, lovingly to inform 
them, and patiently beare with them, till matters be further clea- 
red.;, fo that. at.length, they come either to confent, to go along 
with their Brethren,or at leaft tobe content to. refer the matter to 
the judgements of their Brethren ; and ‘for theig part to fit ftill,and 
tomakeno further dealings with the Churches proceedings; but 
if through partialicy or prejudice, their diffent doappear to {pring 
from fliffveffe of will, or froma fpirit of contradi&ion, (which yet 
Sallech out very rarely.) info much, that they will not be brought 
(by loving and brotherly information) to give way to the better 
judgementsof their. Brethren,the Church: doth proceed with com- 
mon confent to admonifh them of cheir pride, and felf-willednefle, 
and fo leave them wnder the cenfisre of admonition whereby the li- 
Berty of their voyceis taken from them, till they have removed this 
offence trom the{pirits of their Brethren 5 but if it do appear that 
thediilent;. whecher of one ormore Brethren, do arife from fuch 
darkneffe and intricacie-of the matter in: hands. as that the officers 
and members of the Church do find themfelves either unable to 
eleare the matter fully, or at leat unfit, in regard of {ome preju- 
dice which.may be conceived againit them, (which fomeimes ir 
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% Who meant by the Church. Chap. 52 | 


fall out, though very feldome) in fuch a cafe, when the matter is 
weightie, and the doubt great on both fides, then (withcommon 
confent) weeicall in for light from other Churches ; and intreat 
them to fend over tous fuch of their Elders, or Brethren, as may 
be fit to judge in fuch a caufe; upon their coming, the’ Church 


miecting together in the Name of Chrift, the whole caufe, and all 


’ the proceedings in it, are laid open to them; who by the help of 

Chrift, pondering and ftudying all things according to the rule of 
the Word, the truth is cleared, a right way of peace and concord 
difcovered and advifed, and the {pirits of the Brethren on all parts 
~ comfortably fatisfied. | 


SEcT. IV. 


1 ies thefe tranfactions wee know not what might be fibje& to ex-= 
ception, or controverlie; but only that we allow to the people 
fo much power in the cenfures of the Church, both in binding an 
offenderto admonition and excommunication, and in loofing of 
penitentsfrom the fame. | But the Reafons that prevail with us to 
take this courfe, feems to'us to have evident ground from Scrip- 
ture-light ; and therefore may excufe us from following the pat- 


tern of fuch Churches as rather confule with humane’ wifdome - 


then divine inftitution in this cafe. 


Our firft Reafonis takenfrom the royall-rule of Love and Wits 


dome, in healing offences, given by our Saviour, Aztth. 18. 17. 
where he direCteth a Brother offended, for the healing of the {pirit 
of an offender; finally to referre the matter to the Church. Tell 
(faith he) the Church. Now we cannot finde throughout the new 
Teftament, that everthe word Church is taken any otherwife then 
for the Society and Congregation of the faithfull ; unlefléit be once, 
where it istaken fora civil A ffembly, A&.19. 41. But never for one 
Bifhop, or Counféllor, or Archdeacon ; for neither doth the Scripture 
acknowledge any of thefe offices in-the Church at all, (as hath 
been fhewed above). taking a Bifbop, as now they ftand }\‘nor can 
the Church, which is a word of mulsitude,hold forth a Bifbop or his 


CommifJary, who is but one perfon : For, though one perfon may « 


reprefent a whole Church when he is fent-forth in the Churches 
name, with inftrutions fromthe Church ; yet fachis not the cafe 
; here: 
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here: The Bifbop cometh in his own name,and the Commi {[ary in che 
Bifbops name,but neither of them in the Churches name,nor with in- 
frudtions from the Church; but rather with deftruCtions,or at leaft 
with difturbances to the Church. Neither is the word Church taken 
throughout the new Teftament for an Affembly of Presbyters.: the 
Confiftoryis a word unheard of there.Nor are any complaints dire- 
&ed thither, unleffe it be to prepare them for the hearing & judge- 
ment of the Church ; Asall the Elders are {aid to be affembled in the 
houfe of Famessto prepare and inflruét Paul for the carriage of bis matter 
before the Church. Nor are any Genfures of the Church committed 
to the Presbyters alone, to be adminiftred by them 5 though they be 
to be adminiftred by them in the prefence 5 and with the confent of the 
Church. And therefore when the Angels of the Churches in Afta are 
blamed for neglett of proceeding againft offenders, ( whether Ba- 
Jaam, or Fexabel, or the Nicholaitans ) the charge is given notto. 
the Angels of the Churches onely, but to the Churches alfa them- 
{elves ; Let him that hath an eare beare what the Spirtt faith unto tbe 
Churches, Rev.2.17.29. And though the word Congregation, which 
<3 all one with Church, be fometimes put in the old Teftament for 
Elders or Fudges of the Congregation, yet ? 

1. Icis farre mere frequently put for the Elders and body of the 
pees met together, as he that obferveth the feverall places fhall 

inde it. + 

2. Whenitis put for the Elders and Fudges of the Congregati- 
on, as Numb. 35. 12»245 25. itis never underftood of them fitting — 
in a Confiftory by themfelves apart from the people,but in the preferce 
of the publick Affembly of the people, who alfo had libertie in fuch ca~ 

{es to re(cue an innocent from unjuft punifhment. 1 Sam.14. 45+. 

Object. In Mat. 18.17. when Chritt diretteth the Brother of- 
fended to tell the Church, he {peaketh of fuch a Church to whom 
wee may orderly, and ordinarily complaine 5 now this wee cannot 
doe to the whole multitude. | 
_ Anfw. Wee willingly grants ic will be orderly to tell any offence 
to the Elders of the Church, betore it be prefented:to the multitude 
ofthe Church, both becaufe they. are the mouths and guides of 
the Church: and alfo meet itis all chings be prepared by them for 

the Churches cognizance, that fo the Church be not cumbered, 


(as fometimes it might)with unneceflary and frivolous agitations. 
O Bue 
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~ whomeant by the Church. 
But though the Eldersin fuch a cafe have power to dire and-pere 
rade what were beft to be done, yet not power to4judge and determine 


porlick Cafes, without the confent of the Church; unleflethe Brother 


offended be fatisfied in their advife. bb 
Anf. 2. When.a whole multitude is aflembled in a body, any 
offence may be orderly and ordinarily told unto them, by'a com- 


plainant; efpecially in cafe any Officer amongtt them (hall call” 


him forth to tell his complaint : As the Levite orderly’ told his 
complaint to the whole multitude of the Congregation of Ifrzelat- 
fembled'at Mifpabh, Jude: 20.3, 4, &eo 8 sh 
Objet. 2. The Church Chrift dire&teth unto, he prefappofech 
to be the ordinary Executioners of all Difcipline and Cenftires, 
which the multicudeis not : And the reafon ratifying the Cenfure 
of the-Church, doth fhew the number of them’ to be'finall, Au. 
38. 20. where two or three, &c. | ters 
Anfi. The multitude of the Church deth ordinarily exectite 
all Difcipline and Cenfures by the Presbyters, and the Presbyters by 
their Confent. The promife made to two or three (ver. 20.) refpe- 
&ech not the Fudger of the caule when it is brought tothe Church; 


but the to or three Brethren who dealt in the Caufe before i¢ clomne'to 


the Church : As in like fort, the promite of binding in heaven, what 
the Church bindeth in earth,( ver. 19.) pertaineth tothe ratifying 
of the Cenfure of the whole Churchsmentioned in the verfe’béfore, 
to'wit, in verfi17. | USE TS 

A‘fecond Reafon why wee allow fach power to the people in 
Chureh-cenfures, is taken from the praGice'of the Church of Co- 
sinth, in the cafe of the éaceftuous perfon, and that according'to the 
Apoftles direction ; For in the 1 Cor. 5.455. hedirecteth the whole 
Church of Corinth, (to whom he writeth ) That they in the name of 
she Lord Fefus, when (faith he) yee are gathered together, and my Spi- 
rit, witb the power of the Lord fefiw Chrift, to deliver fuch a ome unte 
Satan. Where Paul faying in the verfe foregoing, ‘that he had jud- 
ged already that fo it thould be done, doth not argue that now the 


“Church was at hand, he took the potver peeing the Caufe whol- 


ly unto bimfelfe, and the publication’ and declaration of it onely in 


the Church, but that be bad feene already evident caule, to judge the 


partie wortby to be caft out: but dire&ted them'to doeit'with all’ the 


‘power that is requifite to thar aGion : 


As 1. 
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SeG@.6.  Whoweant by the Church. 

- Asx. Inthe xame of the Lord Fefus Chrift 5 in whom the prin- 

cipal] power of all Church-cenfures refteth. 3 
"2, When they ( that is, the whole Church ) are gathered toge- 
ther: not the Bifbopss nor the Presbyters alone. 

3. And Pauls (pirit. with them, towit, fo much of Apoftolicall 
Authoritie being committed to the Church, and prefent with icin 
fuch cafes. . 

4. He fpeaketh of the power of the Lord Fefus wick chem in this. 
attion, which holdeth forth their Authoritie. 

5. When the Excommunicate perfon was humbled under this 
Cenfure, Pal befeecheth them to forgive him, to. comfort him, 
to.confirme their love unto him, 2 Cor.2.7, 8. Now they who have 
power of forgiving an offender, have power alfo of binding biu 
under wrath : Ejufdem poteftatis, dre. ligare, ec. & folvere. | 
_. Objeff.1, All thisargueth nomore,but that fome in the Church 
had this power, to wit, the Presbytery of the Church, but not the 
whole body. of the people. 

- Anf.1. There is no word in the Text that attributeth any 
power to the Presbytery apart, or fingularly above the reft : But as 
the reproofe is diretted to them all, for not mouming and taking 
the offence to heart, that the offender might be taken away from 
among tt them, (ver.1. 2.) [0 is Commandement direCted to them all, 
when they are gathered together, to proceed unto the cufténg of 
him out : In like fort in the end of the Chapter, he exborteth them 
allagaine, Put away therefore (faith he ) from among you that wice 
hed perfon, ver. 13. and that by a judiciall power, ( to wit as under 

~ Chritt) doe not yee judge them that are within, ver. 12. And lett this 
Judgement fhould be reftrained to the Presbyters onely, he magni- 
fieth the judgements of the Saints, taking-occafion from hence to 
ftretch their Judicature, in fome cafes, even to Civtll matters alfo-; 
Know yee not (faith he ) that the Saints fhall judge the world ¢ yea 
the Angels, 1 Cor. 6..253-. And thereupon he incourageth them to 
betruft the deciding of any. Civill. Caufe depending between Brethrez 
to the: Judicature of the meane(t: Brother in the Church, ( ver. 4. 

_ rather then-to fly fuddenly unto Civill Magiftrates; efpecially a- 
mong{tthe Heathen: », 

Objed..2.' Bucif the power of Judicature be committed to the 

whole Church, together with the-Preshyterie, then all the saat 
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100 | 3e The government dF the Cl burch, mixt. Chap. 5. 


‘fhall be made Governours, and who then fhall be goveined? 
| _ _ Anfe. The multitude of Brethren are governed by the Elders, 
: fo long as they rule aright, to wit, whileft they hold forth the 
Word and voyce of Chrift,which the fheep of Chrift are wont to- 
| Aheare, Joh. 10. 4. But in cafe the officers do erre, and commit of- 
| fence, they fhall be governed by the whole body of the Brethren ; 
though otherwifethe Brethren are bound to obey and fubmit to 
I them in the Lord; Heb. 13. 17. 
| | Objett. 3. A democraticall government might do well in Athens, 
| a city fruitfull of pregnant wits, but will foone degenerate to an 
| Anarchie (a popular tumult) amongft ride common people. 
| ~ Anfy.1. Xt is unworthy the {piric of fo godly learned a man 
‘as maketh this objeftion, to preferre Athens before Ferufalem, 
| pregnant wits before fanttified hearts. 7 . 

b . Cs. 
 Anfo.2, Though the government were democraticall (as it is _ 
not) yet there is no tumultuous diforder, where not the will of 
each man beareth the fway, but the voyce of Chrift alone is heard, 
whois the Head and wife Monarch of the Church. _ : 
Objel?. If it. be faid, rumult, and difturbance, and confufion 
cannot be avoided where the multitude have all of shem, not only 
leave, but power to {peak, and one will be ready to take the word 
out of the others mouth, and one of them to thwart and contra- 
di& one another; and will not this make the Church of Chrift a 
confluence of Cyclops? i At 
Anfiy. All fuch diforder is eafily and timely prevented by the 
Elders, who have power from Chrift to reftrain any mans fpeech, 
whileft another is {peaking ;. and.to cut off any mans {peech that 
groweth either impertinent or intemperate: the Elders having re- 
_ veived in f{peciall manner the power of the keys, they have power 
to open and fhut the dores of {peech and filence, in which refpe& 
the government of the Church is not meerly democraticall, but 
(as the beft governments be) of a mixt temper ; in refpect of Chrift 
€ whofe voyce only muft be heard, and his rule kept) it is a Aonar- 
chy sin relpe& of the peoples power in choofing officers, and joynt 
power with the officers in admitting members, in cenfuring of- 
tenders, it is a Democracy ;in refpe& of the officers inftruétion and 
reproof of the people in the publike miniftery, and in ordering 
‘of allthings in the Affembly, it is an Ariftocracy 5 what is — 
: 200 
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~~ Se&t.6.. The Churches authority over the Elders. 
good in any civill government, is in‘Church-governmént ; and 
what is found evillis by the wifdome of Chrift fafely avoided and 
prevented. 5 ) 
But that we may more diftinétly declare our felves wherein ly- 
eth the difference of their mutuall authority, both of the Church 
over the Elders; and the Elders over the Church, wee conceive the 
Church exercifeth feverall aé&ts of authority over their Elders, to 
wits inthree cafes =: 
1, Incalling and electing them to office, and in ordaining them 
alf thereunto.in defect of their Presbyterie. 
<9: In fending them forth upon the publike fervice of Chrift, as 
the whole Church at Ferufalem fent forth chofen Minifters with 
letters of inftru&tion to Antioch, and other Churches, Ads 15. 22. 
Now the Ambaffador is not greater then he that fent him,but ufu- 
ally inferiour, Fob.13. 16. | 
ogy In cafe of offence given by any Elder, or by the whole Elderfhip 
togetber.the Church hath authority to require fatisfaction of them, 
and if they do not give due fatisfaction, to proceed to cenfure ac~ 
cording to the qualitie of the offence. For wee fee when fome 
of the Church of Jerufzlem tooke offence: againft Peter, for com- 
municating wich the Gentiles, and contended with him about it ; 
Peter condef{cended to give ample and due account of his ations to 
the fatisfaction of them all, Adis 11.2. to 8. : 
If admonition, and (in fome cafes) excommunication be ordi- 
nances of God fan&tified for the healing of the foules of Gods 
_ people gone aftray ; it were a facrilegious injury to the Elders, 
to deprive them of the benefit of fuch wholfome medicines, when 
the eftate of their foulesfhould cometo ftand in need thereof : and 
it being a ruled cafe, Cujus eft inftituere ejus eft deftituere ; If Plebs 
obfequens precepts Dominicis > ipfa (as Cyprian faith, lib. 1. Ep. 4.) 
maxime poteftatem habet dignos Sacerdotes eligendi, then, as hee faith 
there alfo, poteftatem etiam babet Sacerdotes indignos recufandi, & 
abdicandi. : 
 Onthe other fide, the Elders have rule over the Church, and do 
expreffe it in fundry a&s of authority ::as, 
1. In:calling: the Church. togethr:upon any weighty occafion, 
Alts 6.2. vd | ) ) 
2: In opening the dotes:of fpeech and frlence to any of the fay 
: bly, 
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bly, 4é45:13..45« unlefle, it be: where the Elders themfelves lie uns. 
der offence, orfufpicion'of offence; andthe offetided parties may _ 
begin with them; A&s 11.2. yet with due reverence obferved, as. 
to their yeers, fo to ancl nas 1 Tim. 5.1 seals ts 
3. In-preaching the Word, the Elders have powerto teach:ands ~ 
exhorts to charges cominand, to reprove, and rebuke, with all authority, 
u Tims §:.7+ & 60172 2 Thef.3.6.° Tit. 20:15. prceoandO 
4. In difpenfing all the cenfures of the Church(unlefle it bein their 
own caufe:). for though they take the confent of the Church, in di 
penfing a cenftre, yet they fet it on ‘withgreat authority, in the. 
Name of the Lord,;'yeay it is no {mall power they put forth in dj- 
reling the Ghurch what cenfure is due, according to the Word asin: 
our native countrey, though the Fudge difpenfe no fentence but 
according to theverdi of the Fury, yet his:authority is great, both 
in dire&ting the Jury to givein their verdi&, according to the law, 
and in pronouncing fentence with power and terror according to 
thelaw, and their'verdi&t. The like do the Elders, in difpenfing 
Church-cenfures. | | . | | 
5. The Elders have power to difmijfe the Church, and that with, 
»  ablefling,;Nvmb.6.23.to.26. whichis an ac of fuperiority;Hehg.7. 
- 6 In café of the Apoftafie ofthe Church, or of other: notorious 
fcandall committed by them, and ‘their obftinacy therein, the El= 
ders have power to denounce the Judgement of God againft the Church, 
and to withdraw themfelves from it. As upon the Idolatry of the 
Ifraelitess Mofes took the Tabernacle,. and pitched it without the camp, 
Exod.33.7. and Pash with Barnabas,:rejetted the Fewes for their 
bla{pemy, and turned tothe Gentiles, AQ 13.455 46. | 
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Shpnceomd| LE come now to that laft part of our order, which 
WPI AS, ftandeth in ourcommunion with otberChurches among ft 

wh SS C9 AG)| cur selves: though one Church claim:no powers ei= 
len A"faxtl ther of Ordinasion or Furi(diction,over another, (for 
iste ties=) we know of none fuch given us by Chrift) yet wee 
maintain Brotherly comneesion one with another; fo far aa wee may 
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SeQ. 2. Seven wayes of Communion of Courches. 
alfo help forward our mutuall. communion with the Lord Jefus. 
Thecommunion of Saints ‘is accounted an Article of the!Creed); 
and communion of Charches’is but a-branch thereof. Seven 
svayes there be, wherein wee exercife holy communion one with 
another; which for diftin&ion and memories fake, we may fumme 
apin fomany fhort names: Firft,by way of Participation : {econd- 
ly, of Recommendation: thirdly, of Confultation : fourthly, of Cor-~ 
gregation: fifthly, Of Contribution : fixthly, of Admonition: fe- 
venthly, of Propagation, ‘or multiplication of Churches. . 
> 14 For Participation, wee have occafionally fpoken of it before’; 
itis allowed by the confent of-our Churches; that when the mem- 
bers of any other Church are occafioned: to reft with uson the 

' Lordsday, when the Supper cometh tobe adminiftred, (and nei- 
ther tlie perfons themfelvessnor the Churches they come from, lie 
under any ‘publike offence) wee doi admitthemi to the particépa- 
sion of the Lords Table with us: Forweelook-at the Lords Sup- 
per, not only asa feal of our communion with the Lord Fefus, but 
alfo of our communion ‘with his’ members; :and that not only 
with the members of :outvown Ghurch, but of. all the Churches 


of the Saints. & ein a 
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B: way’ of | Recommendation, wee communicate one with ano- 
WC) therlinthis wife; :Whenany-ot our meiibers by ;occation. of 
bufinefle is:called to refide:and continue for any time;in another 
“ Towne, wee give him Letters uf recommendation unto the Church 
¢ in that place, giving teftimony of him as ofa Brother approved, 
sand intreating them to:teceive him in the. Lord; (as becometh 
¢Saints)untoholy Communion with them,and.td mai chroverpint 
3 Brorberly lovesto his building up in fellomfbepwith the Lord fefus : 
The patterne whereof wee take from Pauls recommendation of Phebe 
a Deaconeffe ofthe Church of Cenchrea)unto:the Church of Rome, 
- Romi1 6.142. OF whichLetters he makethiention: alfo \ro; the 
‘Church okCorineh,:though\not:as need fall ifor chimsfelfes ibur for 
‘others, 2 Gor.3.1. Bucif'a Brother have neceflary oceafion.ro remave 
bimfelfe andibis family for all togetber untovanotber Churchs and there 
co take up his fecled habitation, for the neceflaty imployment of 


his 


ep EN 


e: Letters of Recommendations —. > Chap. 6. 


his calling, or for other juft ends, heacquainteth the Elders of the 
Church, and fome of his intimate friends and brethren, and it 
‘may be(if conveniency permit the whole Church with the grounds 
of his removall; which ifthey doe appeare to them to be juft and: 
weightie,they then write more ample Letters of recommendation unto 
“ that Church in his behalfe; wherein they doe recommend him 
“ wholly to their charge; now not as one of themfélues, but ag one of 
“ sheirs, to whom they doe refigne him, and intreat them to ree 
“ ceive him:as a Brother, beloved in the Lord, unto all thofe 
“ Chriftian libertiesy and holy duties, wherein they are wont to 
“¢ Communicate with their owne members, unto all {pirituall 
“¢ srowth in Chrift Jefus. Which Letters, becaufe they doe fo ful- 
ly recommend a Brother unto another Church, are to difmifle 
him from his owne; wee therefore for diftin&tion fake, call them 
Letters of difmiffion ; ‘which indeed doe not differ from the other, 
but that the former recommendeth him to another Church for a 
time, thefe for ever. ine | 
The Brother thus difmifled to another Church, bringeth his 
Letters to the Elder of that Church, who reading them before the 
Church, demazndeth the Churches confent for his acceptance. Ifhe 
be well knowne and approved of them, they expreffe their con= 
fent, either by lifting up of hands, or by filence: but if the man 
be wholly fe and doubted of by them , though they re- 
ferve due honour to the teftimony of the Church which fent them, 
yet for as much as Churches may errefometimes, as well in judge- 
ment of ‘perfors, as of dottrines 5 (Huse veniam petimufq; damufq; 
viciffim) wee take libertieto take fome tryall of his {pirit and gifts, 
and then either upon his juft approbation of him,wee receive him, 
or if wee fee juft occafion of offence in him, wee retiirne him with 
the caufé back againe to his owne Church, who: receiveth him 
againe into her own fellowthip, and takes care for his healing’; 
for wee look at our Church-Covenant , as an everlafting Cove- 
nant, fer.50. 51.And therefore though it may be tran/lated or re- 
-figned from:one Church to another; as‘'Gods hand:thall dire&, 
yet it isnot ‘to be rejected or violated by us; but-‘onely by the mem- 
bers cutting off bimjelfe from the fellowfhip of the Church by fuch 
-demerit, as expofeth him to the juft cenfure of Excornmunication. 
But ifa member be importunately defirous to remove wholly from 
| the 
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the Church where he is unto another, and ‘yet the grounds of his 
removall favour of nothing, but ‘levitie, or covetoufnefle, or 

‘{chifme, or the like, according to their Covenant of brotherly 
love, and faithfulneffe 5. the brethren of his own.Church labour to 
‘convince him of his finfull weaknefle, hereinto diflwade him from 
‘his purpofe, to which'counfell , God ufually toweth his heart to 
ftoop and fubmit:Bucif after all their diffwations,they fhall fee the 
bent of his {pirit unremovably fet upon removall ; in fucha cafe, 
if his finnebe not apparent; and his danger imminent, they ule in- 
dulgence'towards him, as not willing to make the Church of God 
a prifon to any man. But when men thus depart, God ufually fol= 
loweth them with a bitter curfe : either taking away their lives 
from them, or blafling them with povertie, or expofing, them.to 
feandall where they come, or in entertaining them with fuchwrelt- 
‘Jefle agitatioris,that they'are‘driven tb repent of their formet:rafh; 

‘nefle, and many times to defire to returne to the Church, from 
which they had broken away. LA grits 


| Sect. IIL 
ne ranger P 


Or: third way of communion with other Churches,is by way 
of Confultation,whereof wee havegiven fome touch before;as 
1. Intime of the gathering of a Church , the Brethren who defire 
to enter into Church-eftate, doe give notice to all thé Churches 
about them, and defire the prefence of their Elders y.and of fuch 
other Brethren as they {hall fee meete to fend to helpe them with 
their counfell, in difCovering the fpirits and competent gifts of 
fuch members, as fhould joyne with them in that worke ; And fur- 
ther, to give counfell, and dire&tion, in the orderingiof thatdays; 
as hath been fhewed above. 2) (3 os cots 

<2 In'the:choice arid ordination of Officers, one Churchis wontto 
fend to all the reft about them, for fuch Eldersyand Brethren, as 
may give counfell and direction to their proceedings, and appro- 
bation of the famé,as the matter fhall require; as hath been for- 
~merly delivered: ») | ns sidnrud t belfns 
“1 3. iTm cafe of difference of judgement amongit the Bret bren of a 
Church, in the-adminiftration of Church-Cenfure, and the like, to pre- 
vent all fafpition of partialicie or prejudice; che Church is fome- 

| P cimes 
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times o¢cafioned to fend to the neighbour-Churches(one or more) 
for the afliftance of fome of their Elders, and Brethren; to helpe ‘ 
them with their counfell, in difcovering and judging of the caufes 
depending amongft. them:, who giving, advice according. to,the 
Word, doe by the bleflings‘of Chrift healejealoufies, and compofe 
differences, andfertle peace and love amongft:them 5 and this alfo 
Hiath been mentioned before. : rhe aheae 

4, ‘In donbtfull cafes arifing in the Church, whether of judgement 
or prattice ; where yet nodiiference hath rifen, but all or moft are 
uncertuine, whxt rere. fit to be done, ;, ag whether! achilde. may be 
baptized by right of his Grand-fathers Covenant, or the like; the 
Church doth fometimes fend Letters or Meflengers, to’crave the 
counfell of other Churches ; who deliberate by confidering and 
arguing the matter, and agree upon what they) conceive moft-a- 
greeableto the Word; each Church fendeth their judgements,and 


their reafons, either by Elders, or by Meflengers, to. the Church 
that fent to them. | iE 1 
| Sect. IV. 


: A Fourth way of our communion with other Churches, is by 
way of Congregation, or gathering together niany Churches, . 
orthe meffengers ofmany-Churches to examine and difcufle,either — 
fome corrupt opinions; or fufpicious. practices, which being fcat- 
tered, and found in many Churche$ at.once, cannot well be healed 
in any onealone. In’ which cafe the Elders of the Churches, de- 
‘firous to’ maintain verity, and-unity of judgement in matters, of 
doétrine, and integrity of life throughout all the Churches ; 
do both. acquaint our A4agifirates, being nurfing fathers to the 
‘Church, with the necéflary occafions and ends of a-generall and 
a folemn aflembly, and do alfo folicit, the Churches to ferid'fome 
ft:perfons, at fuch a time, to) fuch’a Ghurch, (wherethe affembly 
be moft feafonably held)-to confider and, difcern of the matter in 
queftion and agitation. © | i 

Theaflembly being:met in the name of Chrift, and his prefence 
called for by humble and earneft prayer, the matters to be dif- 
caffed and cleered, are propounded by fome or other. of the El- 
ders of that Church, where wemeet, or by fome.other appointed 

by them; and confented to bytheaflembly. ge 
en 


» When the matters are propounded, the Elders do declare their 
| judgements ofthe points in order, one after another,together. with 
their reafons from the Word, at which time it is free for any man 
prefent (and allmay be prefent,if they will) as well the Meffengers 
of the Churchesas others; (after leave orderly craved or obtained) 
to propound their doubts, without offence) whence difputation 
doth arife (as in Adé15.7.) till all. parties be either fatistied or 
convinced,and fo the matters in controveriie are cleared ;. and this 
courfeis taken for the clearing of all the points remaining, which 
may feem to fome not fo fully cleared, and agreed upon, and the 
nature of them fuch as may admit further difcuffion; yea, and 
difference of apprehenfion, without difunion of affettion, ordi- 
— fturbance cof the Churches-peace; yet for fatisfa&tion of Gods 
people the mean while, in fuch things each man, is left to his 
Chriftian liberty : So farre # they are all come, they judge and mind 
one thing; If ‘any ‘be otbervife smindedy who. in fimplictty of beart 
feeketh the truth, andin meekneffe of wifdome and lovespoldeth farth the 
‘famesreebope God will in time reveale the fame unto bim :, in the mean 
time, all agreeing in this ove, not to condemn, nor to defpifeone ana~ 
ther in differences of weakneffe, according to the Apofthes rales Rom. 
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| J& -Fifch way.ofcommunionwith other Churches,is by contribu- 
‘tion, or communication in yeelding fupply to. one anothers 
wants: for (according to the ancient prefident, inthe Primitive 
Churches) ifany of our Brethren fhould fall into fuch decay as noe 
| to beable to fupply their onw neceflities, in outward things a- 
-- mongft chemfelves,we fhould take it our bounden duty,to.minifter 
to their. wants, according to our abilities, AG-11.295,30-, Rom.t5. 
bas s26.Hitherto the Lord hath been pleafed,out of his all-fufficient 
woodnefte, fo:to fupply us all, (each Church withinit felf).as that 


we have had {carce (any. occafion never but once) to.exercife our 
quuttialbloveand liberality, ro,one another in, this kind; but ifneed 
fhould. require, we confider,aforesband, what mutuall, help,God 
| requireth of us from one towards another.in fuch.a cafe...) 
2 ~» wAlfo;if any of our Churches do, want fome fic, members to Ue 
| ; P 2 ; ploy 
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"Communion of Churches by Admonition. Chap. 6 


: 


ploy infome publike office among{t them, and fhall make known 
their want to fome otherChurch, who may abound in fuch blef- 
fings, (as fometimes the Church-at Avtioch had four or five Pro- 
phets among them, 4@.13.1.when others wanted)the Church that 
‘aboundeth in fuch helps, is ready to fend and commend fuch of 
their members as their felves may {pare, and are’ fit for offices (but 


~ not called to office amongtt themfelves) to fupply the neceflicies 


$m 


of their Brethren, | 


0G bowers ey telly of sogome ohn 
JR Sixth way of communion amongftour Churches, isby way 
of admonition : as if one-Church fhould be credibly given to 


underftand, of fome {candall arifing in another Church, whether 


by corruption in dottrine, or-in manners, and upon diligent fearch 


-and inguiry, the report is-found true; the Church hearing there- 
“of fendeth Letters; or Meflengers; or both, unto :the Elders of 
‘that Church, where fuch offence is found,.and exhortetipthem to 


take a {peedy and diligent courfé for the redrefle thereof; but if 
the Elders of that Church fhould-be remiffe cherein.(orbe faulty 
themfelves they then certifie the whole Church thereof,to‘call ups, 
on their officers, ‘as Paul {ent to the Church of Colof’, tocall upon 
Archippus, to take diligent heed: to the fallfilling of that work of 
the Miniftery, which hee had received of the Lord (Col. 4.17.) If. 
the Church heare them, the fcandallds removed’; if ir: heare them 


“not, the Church offended herewith, taketh inthe help of:two or 


© e| S ; 
admonition. - 


_ If till the Church where the offence lieth perfitteth in the neg- 


three Churches more to joy#ie with them in their exhortation, or 


 Je€t Of their duty, and of the counfell of their Brethren ¢ either the 
“matcer would be referred to a Congregation of m iny,or alte Churches 
“togetber:(f heed fhould'require Jor elfesif che offenee be evident and - 


‘weighty,and of ill,;though not general! confequence, the Churches 


‘offended with them would (as juftly they might) withdraw them- 


felves from the right hand of fellowthip, and“ fol forbeare alli fach 


"exerciles of muttall brotherly communion'with them, which all 


the Churches of Chrift are wont to watke in one towards-another. 


"+ 'Wehave never yet been put to the utmoft extent of this duty to- 


wards . 


os ~ soe 
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ing with his grace, that no Church hath ftood out fo long in 
maintaining any offence found amongft chem: But if it fhould fo 
fall out ,.( which God forbid }) wee look at it as our dutie to be 
faich fall one Church to another,in like fort asthe Brethren ofthe 
fame Church are called to be faithfull one towards another ; Doe 
not Churches injoy brotherly Communion one with another, as 
well as brethren of the fame Church? The Church in the Canti- 
cles tooke care, not onely for her own members, but for her little 
fitter, which had no breafts, Cant. 8.8. And would fhee have ta= 
ken no care of having her breafts healed, ifher breafts had been 
diftempered,and given corrupt milke? The Apoftles had a publick 
care ( by vertue of their office ) of all the Churches, 2 Cor. 11. 28. 
And is the publick {pirie of grace and love dead with them? ought 
notall the Churches of Chrift, to havea care and watchfull eye 
‘over the publick good’of one another ? Though not virtute officit, 
“yet intuitu charitaty.. 
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‘mar He feventh:and Jat way of the Communion of our Churches, 

ob is by way of propagation , or multiplication of Churches ; 

“Though this was a peculiar eminency ofthe Apoftolike calling for 
~them in their life-times to travell into all Nations, to preach the 
-Gofpel, to beget Diftiples, to gather them,into Church-eitate, 
cand fo to plant Churches wherefoever they. came: yet that which 
‘they did by vertue of their office,.is referved unto the Churches of 
-Chrift, toprofecute and carry along(according to their meafure) 

throughout allgenerations, and in all Nations 5 for the inlarge- 
“ment of the kingdome of Chrift;tnto theend of the world, ; 
ooo Phe poweridf che 4eys,, which was:immediately given by Chrift 
- unto his Apoftles, is alfo: given by Chrift unto all the Churches, 

in that fulnefle of meafure, which the eftablifhment.and enlarge- 

ment of Chrifts kingdome doth require. 

Tfthen any particular Church of Chrift fhall come in proceffe 

of time to be fo farre multiplyed, as that like Bees when the hive 
- is t00°fulll ‘they are neceffarily occafioned to fwarme forth (as itis 

indeed the cafe when the voice of their Minifters cannot reach to 


all) . 
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wards any of our Churches: The Lord hitherto fo farre prevent- 
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all) n fuch, or in the like'cafe, the Church furcharged with mul~ 


titude, may fend forth fundry. of their members, fit for the purs 
pofe, to enter into:a Church-eftate amongft themfelyes; orifia. 


number. of godly Chriftians {hall come over into a Countrey; 
where they finde:the Churches fo full,that they cannot with con- 
vehientcy joyne with them, the Church may comfortably encou- 
rage them, to enter into holy Covenant amongft themfelyes, 
They may alfo commend both unto the one Company, and unte 
the other, fuch able gifted men,whom they may fitly choofe,to be 
Minifters. and Officers to them,and both then when'they enter. in- 
to Covenant,and gather into Church-eftate,(as hath been fhewed 


in the beginning ) as alfo when they goe about to choofe.and or-. 


daine Church- Officers amongft themfelves , the Churches already 
eftablifhed ought to be ready to helpe them, with their prefence, 
countell, and affiftance, fo farre’as fhall be found requifite for the 


propagation and enlargement of thekingdome of Chrift, in the. 


multiplication of Churches according to the order of the Go- 
{pel. 
: Thus have wee given unto all our holy Brethren, throughout 
the Churches of our Lord Jefus,a juft and true account of all our 
proceedings in Church-affaires ; fo farre as concerneth our way 
and order amongft our felves. If wee fall thort of the Rule, in 
fome thing or other goe aftray,itis our humble and ecameft ré- 


queft unto all our godly learned Brethren, that they willbe plea- 


fed, Evranti comiter monftrare viam 5 but if the way wee walke in‘be 
found, upon ferious and mature confideration, to be agreeable to 
the rules of the Gofpell (as wee verily beleeve it is )let all the up- 
vightin heart be intreated, inthe name of the Lord Jefus, not to 
judge’ or fpeake evill of the: wayes of Chrift before: his people; 
But rather feeke how to addreffe themfelves, arid-to.call: on others 


to walke in the ftraight fteps of the Lord Jefus,' in the kingdome 


of his'grace, till wee fhall all come to meete him in the kingdome 


of his glory. ' 
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‘fev aa unto our Brethren in England,(men of their Chur- 
\ yig gay, ches, and eminent lights in the world )what courfe 
Y AAS to take in purfuing and: perféGing the great worke | 
RO OES A' da FB jis of Reformation in England; Nay, wee know our 
ER etd! QW Tennity,and the ftore of bufines enough which 
wee have to attend unto neere home: Neverthelefle, as wee cannot 
ceafe to pray for, and feek their good as our own; fo wee cannot 
but réejoyce with'them to behold that open doore which God hath 
fet’ before them, and withthat all their hearts were fo far enlarged 
towards the Lord, and to his wayes, as wee heare his hand is en- | 
larged towards them. Onely being abfent in body, but prefentin ) 
fpirit, wee crave leave to beare wimneffe'ro them, and with them 5 i 
That if the Lord be pleafed to profper his worke among't them, 
itis poffible to reduce the eftate of the Congregations in England, 
| to {uch a reformation, asis futable to the patterne revealed in the 
Gofpci, according to the way of Primitive fimplicitiel, defcribed 

‘above. : 7 id | 

| ' Foure things wee obferve in the eftate of the Churches in Eng- 
land, which make way for Reformations amongft them. 
| Firft, The efficient inftraments of their firft plantation, which 
| were either Apoftles;or Apoftolicall men, whether Philip,or Fofeph of 
Arimsthea, or Simon Zelotes, a8 any of our Countrymen may reade 
| Gn Mt Foxes booke of Atts and Monuments, inthe beginning of it, 
next after the ftory ofthe'ten Primitive Perfecutions, out of Gil- a 
| das, Tertullian, Origen, Beda, Nicephorus. Which being fo, wee can- | 
not but conceive the Churches’ in Evzland- were rightly gathered, 
and planted according to the Rule of the Gofpd ’; and all the : 
corruptions fourid in them fince, have fprang from Popifh-Apo- 
ftafie in fucceeding ‘ages, and from want of through and perfect 
purging out of that leaven in the late times of Reformation in the ! 
dayes of our Fathers. Sothat all the worke now is, not to ane 
them 
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thens Churches, which were none before, but.to reduce and reftore 
them to their Prinsitive'Inftitution. PT 

Secondly, The publick Service-booke acknowledgeth, That in the 
© Primitive Church, there was a godly Difcipline; That notorious. 
“ finners were put to open penance,, and punifhed in this world ; 


_ © that both their foules might be faved in the day of the Lord, 


‘© and others admonifhed by their example, might be the more 
‘© afraid to offend. Which godly Diicipline, is a thing ( faith the 
“* Booke ) much to be defired, that ic might be reftored againe. 
See the beginning of the Comminations agatnft fnners. It is there- 


fore acknowledged by the very ftate of the Churches of Exgland, 
that the prefent eftace of Church diicipline, is not perfect, but de- 


fedtive, and {werving from the Primitive godly difcipline. 
Thirdly, In the publick Rubrick betore the Catechifme, itis ordes 
* red, That when. children come to yeares of dilcretion, and have. 


learned, what others promifed for them in Baprifme, they {hould 


© then themfelves with their own mouth,and with their owncon- 
“ fent, openly before the Church ratifie and confirme the fame: 
And alfo promife, that by the grace of God, they will evermore 
“ endeavour themfelves, faithfully to obferve.and ones fuch things 
‘© as by their own mouth and conteflion, they have aflented to. 
Which courfe the Bookein a few words after acknowledgeth to 
be agreeable with the ufage of the Church of times paft, That chil- 
dren coming to perfect age, having been inftructed in Chriftian 


Religion, fhould openly profefle their own faith, and »promife to 


e obedient to the will of God. Which dire&tion ( if it were as 
duly obferved, as it is exprefly ordered ) doth plainly hold forth, 
that che Church of England (as they callic_) doth not acknow- 
ledge any to be confirmed, members of the Church, and founfitto 
partake of the Lords Supper, till they have.exprefly confeffed their. 
taith openly before the Church, and promifed obedience to the 
will of God. Which if it be ferioufly done, and not perfunGorily, 
is {omewhat of like nature with our receiving of members into the 
Church, and joyning them by Covenant. ... ‘ 
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Fourthly, In the Exbart atee before the Gomamunion, the Minifter 


“ is dire&ted to denounce unto,the people, That if any of them be 
“a blafphemer of God, an hinderer or flanderer of his Word, 


* an adulterer, or be.in malice, or envie, or in any other grievous 


* crime, 
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Sole enna etniect ndaalehdcalaaeabal 
S¢ crime, they-fhould bewaile their finnes., and. not.come to that 
“§ holy Table, let. after the taking of that Sacrament, the Devill 
“¢ enterinto them), as he entered, into. fudas, &c.;. Which plainly 

‘ argueth, they would allow no fcandalous perfon to partake in the 
Communion of the Lords Table: All. thefe things prefuppofed, 
really performed, and ferioufly attended to,might open a doore to | 
fandry paflages of a more full and perfe&t Reformation. 
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| Bropof. “W/ Here godly Minifters be already planted in any 

™ ‘VY Congregations , Jet them (wich due encourage- 
ment from. the State.) call the people to folemne humiliation be- 

| fore the Lord for their own fins, & thofe of their tathers they have 

 qmitated, So.did Ezra, and Nehemiah, with the Levites and Priefts, 
and. upon the like ocfions, Nebem.9.2.25354- & Ezra 10. 152+ 95 10.: 
| For though the Parliament,& the whole Kingdome have prote fred, | an 
and Covenanted Reformation for the time totome, yet they have | 
cau(ealfo to be humbled, and that throughly for the time paft. 

>. Let fuch of the people,as are of good knowledge in the wayes 
of God,and of approved:converfation, take up that cou rfe which | 
the Service-book(as hath been faid,) giveth an hint of ; Renwe their | 
| Covenant formerly mde in Baptifme » profeffing their faith. and repen~ : 


—. sance, and promifing Reformation of life, not onely in their private con- 
| verfations. bist alfo-in their publick Communion tn the Church of God, 
yeelding profeffed fabjettion to the Goel of Chrift in the fellowship of all 
his holy Ordinances. __ E ‘scheg doh agp 
. 3,Letne,Mi ifter,that loves the Lord Jefus better then his own 
belly, itand upon his advocation from his Patron, but rather expect 
-——— hisvocation from-his people, | 
| 4.. For this end letevery Patron:reftore his jus patronatus to the 
Church. Or.if it feeme too hard a thing for them to pare fo freely 
with their freehold, (chough they ought freely to giveunto Chrilt,. 
why have received freely from him ) the Parliament may be plea- 
fed to give them.a competent part of the revenues of the Benefice; 
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Cas they call it) and annex it to their own private inheritance, 


referving fo much to the ufe of the Church,as may ftrengehen their - 


hands in a fafficient maintenance of their Miniftery ; for though 


things dedicated to facred ule, cannot-be alienated,or diverted to private 


ne without facriledge,yet that holdeth in fuch things as are fo dedi- 
cated to facred ule, as that the Lord accepteth as facred to himfelfe : 
But God no where in the new Teftament, hath expreffed his ac- 
ceptance, or allowance of lands, dedicated.to the miniftery , but 
onely to the fervice of the whole Church, and then for the Chur- 
ches fervice they may be difpofed of by their confent ; as fome- 
times the Kings and Princes of Ifrael gave away the treafures of 


the Temple, to fave themfelves from captivitie, 2 King. 18. 


153 16-; ae ‘ 
5. Lhe people having called or chofen their Minifter ( one or 
more) unto ofhice in a day of humiliation, let them in the prefence 
of the Minifters of other Churches depute fome of the graveft and 
godly members of the Church, to lay their hands upon him,with 
prayer over him in the name of the Lord, fetting him apart to that 
office. The whole Congregation are faid to anoint Z2dok to the 
office of an high Prieft, as well as Solomon to be King, 1 Chron. 29. 
22, Which isa facred right, as Impofition of hands ; and this the 
whole body of them could not doe, but by deputing fome eminent 
perfons amongft them to the performance thereof : But after they 
be furnifhed with Elders, (a Presbytery of their owne,) let Impofiti- 
on of hands be given by them (according to 1 Tim. 4. 14.) to fuch 
as for the future fhall be ordained. 3 
6. Forthe making up ofa Presbytery,in ftead of Parfon and Vicar 
(wherewith fome Congregations are endowed ) let them choofe 
Paftors and Teachers;and Ruling Elders, in ftead of thofe who crept 
into their roome, viz. the Church-wardens, -and Sidefinen. But let 
them choofe and ordaine them in a day of humiliation (according 
to Aéts 14.23.) and not fora yeare onely, but during life ; and let 
the Presytrie ofall neighbour Churches take all opporenities 
to make ufe one of another,for brotherly confultation; but not for 


-Jurifdi€tion, and Authoritie one over another. And in ftead' of 


Collectors or Overfeers for the poore ( who crept into the roome of 
Deacons) let Deacons be chofen as hath been fhewed above; but 
not as members of the Presbytery. | i | 
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Sea. 2 Reformation of the C huvches in England. 


7.For fet forms of prayer, or prefcript Litu rgiesglet them not be 
_ enjoyned unto the Minifters of the Churches 5 buti let the Mini- 
fters as well giveup themfelves wholly unto prayer, as totlte Mini- 

- ftery of the Word, AG. 6. 4. : 

§. Baptifme may orderly be adminiftred to the children of fuch ; | 
parents , as have profeffed their faith and repentance before the | 
Church, as above. Or where either of the parents have made fuch 
proteflion.; or it may be confidered alfo whether the children may 
not be baptized, where either the grand-father or grand-mother 
have made fuch profeffion, and are ftill living to undertake for the 
Chriftian education of the childe; for it may be conceived where 

| there is a ftipulation of rhe Covenant on Gods part, and. a reiti- 

| ftipulation on mans part,there may be an obligation of the Cove- 
nant omboth parts, Gen. 17. 7. Or if thefe faile, what hindereth, 
but that if the parents will refigne their infant to be educated in 
the houfe of any godly member of the Church, the childe may be 
lawfully baptized in the right of its houfhold Governonr; accord- 

_ ng to the proportion of the law, Gen. 17.12, 13. I noswed 

»» gx: Let the Lords:Supper be adminiftred onely'to fuch, as have 

{o profeffed their faith and repentance publickly, and are received | 

8 approved members of the Church,endued with fufficient know- | 

ledge, to examine themfelves, and to difcerne the Lords body : free 

from {candall,and:of good:converfation..) © 9 0.0) on sio. 
_¥0.' Let. Officers inithe Church be redrefled,'and removed, not | 

| by prefentments to Officers of other:Churches, but actording-to 

the order of the Gofpel, defcribed above} Chip. §: fect. 15 253+: 

! 11. Where the Minifters of the Congregation are ignorant or 
{candalous,meet itis that they were removed,and better chofen in 
| their roomeby the people;according tothe counfell & direction of | 

the godly: Minifters and brethren of neighbour Churches,Ho/.4.6. ) 

12. Where the people in a Congregation are generally ignorant : 
and profane,it were neceflary godly Preachers were fent forth with 
countenance from the King and State, to preach unto them, till | 
they were brought on to knowledge, and to fome meafure of gra- 
cious reformation. Thus Febofapbat fent forth Priefts and Levites,, 
to teach in the Cities of Fudzh , and certaine Princes and Nobles 

with them, to countenance the good worke in their hands, 2 

Chrot.17+75 85 9 
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13. Till che people bein fome fort duly prepared, and growne 
up to:fome meature of knowledge, and grace, it were neither niecet 
to receive them toa renewing of their Covenant formerly made at 
their Baptifme , or to the feales of ic. But after they have been 
wrought upon by the Miniftery of the Word, to lament after the 
Lordsas the Irselites did when the Arke had been long abfent from 
them, 1 Sm. 7.29. then let them proceed as other godly Chrifti- 
ans were dirc&ted to doe,Propof-2535 &c. for reneming of their Cove~ 
nant, tor choice of their Minifiers, and Officerssand tor Communicati- 
om in all the liverties of the Church of God. ; | 

14. Forthe helpe of the Univertities ( of the whole Kingdome, 
and of all the Chucchesindc) it were neceflary, that fomeexperi- 
enced godly learned Nobles. and Minifters were deputed, to vifite 
and reforme:the Univerfities; That fub{criptionsto Ceremonies 
and prefcripe Licurpies were removed ; That degreesiin Divinitie 
were not abufed unto qualifications.for-pluralities, and ‘nonéref{= 
dency,nor allowed in che Minifters of Churches,to:puta difference 
between brethrenvof.the fame:calling, whence Ghriftshath remo 

ved ie; AZat.'2 358, 95 10«;T hexgduparis there mentioned, is not to 
betrantlated AZafter ; foricisa Tide common toalb Minifters, but 
‘Doors; and the Academical ticle of Doors, is fitter for Mafters 
of Colledges,& Readersin the Schooles, then for Church- officers. 
Here alfo {peciall care would be taken for fetting up of fuch’ Prea- 
chers in both the Univerficies,as whofe {pirit, and gift, arid.Mini- 


ftery, might.beexamplary patterns to young Scudents.).< ~ 


15.. For the effeCtuall and orderly expedition and tranfadtion 
of all thefe things, ic were requifite, that as King Fehofaphut did, 
{o the King and State-fhould depute fomechoice perfonsto doe the 


fame, to wit, to goe throughout all the Kingdome;to fee the peo- 


ple returned, and all the Churches reftored to a true ftate: and 
courle of Reformation, 2:Chro. 19. 4. | a 


All which things are bumbly prefented by us, not as if we would un- 
dertake to give Counfell to them that are wifer then our felves, 
mitch leffey Injunttions 5 But as Subjects who defire to approve our 
faithfull fervice to the Lord,ana our King and.Countrejshold them 
jorth as true Confectaries from the Rules of the Gofpelsmbich fhould 


rule us all, 
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